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                        Future of Minorities At Stake in Struggle Between Erbil and Baghdad
By Dario Salvi
Dark clouds are gathering over Iraqi Kurdistan amid growing tensions between Erbil and Baghdad in view of elections to the regional parliament scheduled next June.  In a joint statement released yesterday, representatives of different Christian communities - including Chaldeans, Assyrians, Syriacs and Armenians -- express support for the decision by the ruling Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) to...
Assyrian, Kurdish Parties Unite Election Boycott, Citing Constitutional Concerns
In a joint statement released today, representatives of various Christian communities, including Chaldeans, Assyrians, Syrians, and Armenians, alongside prominent Kurdish political entities, expressed their solidarity in support of the Kurdistan Democratic Party's (PDK) decision to refuse to participate in the upcoming elections.
Chaldean, Assyrian, and Armenian Representatives Condemn Iraqi Supreme Court Ruling
Representatives of Chaldean, Assyrian, and Armenian civil society organizations issued a joint statement during a press conference on Saturday. The statement was directed at the international community, UN human rights organizations, the European Union in Iraq, the US Representative in Iraq, all Iraqi embassies and consulates in the Kurdistan Region, as well as the three Iraqi presidencies and...
The Syriac World, In Search of a Forgotten Christianity
By Alberto M. Fernandez
A little over a century ago, in his 1920 encyclical Principi Apostolorum Petro, Pope Benedict XV declared the 4th century poet, theologian, and writer, Saint Ephrem the Syrian, the Deacon of Edessa, to be a Doctor of the Church, a high and rare honor of the universal church.
Six More Assyrian Parties Announce Boycott of Kurdistan Elections
Six Christian political parties on Thursday announced that they would not take part in the Kurdistan Region's upcoming general elections due to the elimination of the quota seats by an Iraqi top court, joining several other Christian and Turkmen political parties.
Iraqi Assyrian Shares American Dream With Other Middle Eastern Refugees
By Jeff Zevely
EL CAJON, Calif. -- In 2011, an East County refugee who couldn't speak English found a home in the United States.  In this Zevely Zone, I went to El Cajon to meet a special person who is spending her life paying it forward. The work being done at the Chaldean Community Council is so important, that the City of El Cajon leases the large building to the organization for just a dollar a year.
Jonah, Nineveh and the Great American Eclipse of 2024
By Laura Densmore
There have been two solar eclipses: The first occurred on August 21st, 2017, and the second one will occur on April 8th, 2024.  It appears that these two eclipses mark a giant "X marks the spot" on America.
Shura Council Condemns Iraqi Federal Supreme Court Ruling
The Shura Council of Kurdistan Region on Thursday released a statement on the recent Iraqi Federal Supreme Court ruling.  "The decision made by the Iraqi Federal Supreme Court, in contravention of the constitution and laws, establishes it as a superior authority above all other powers, leading to a multitude of unfavorable consequences, encompassing legal, political, and social dimensions," the...
In Assyria, Being 'King for a Day' Could Be Deadly
By Rebecca Boyle
The eclipse is coming. Preparations are underway, and everyone is buzzing with anticipation. You are getting anxious.  It is early June, in the year later known as 763 B.C. You are a prisoner of war in Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire, and you have good reason to be afraid.
Chaldean Patriarch Urges Preservation of Rights for Iraq's Diverse Communities
By Georgena Hababba
As the 21st anniversary of the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq approaches, Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, patriarch of the Chaldean Church, has called for a reevaluation of the country's entire political process, which is currently based on sectarianism and quota-sharing.
Several Assyrian Parties to Boycott Kurdistan's Upcoming Elections
A number of Christian political parties on Monday announced their boycott of the upcoming parliamentary elections in the Kurdistan Region in protest against Iraq's federal court's recent ruling which eliminated minority quota seats in the Kurdish legislature.
Stockholm Denies Asylum: 84-Year-old Iraqi Assyrian Dies on Repatriation Flight
He had been waiting for seven years to have his asylum request accepted, in vain. The latest failure coincided with an expulsion and repatriation order and on the return flight to Baghdad, he dies.  This is the story of the 84-year-old Chaldean Christian Hanna Saka, which ended tragically in recent days on a Turkish Airlines plane forced to make an emergency landing in Warsaw, Poland, due to the...
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                    New Online Assyrian Dictionary Launched
(AINA) -- The electronic version of Mr. Awia Oraha's Banipal Dictionary has been launched at Banipal Assyria Dictionary. The dictionary initially contains 3896 words in Assyrian, English and Arabic. According to Awia Oraha, the developer, the dictionary will be continuously expanded to increase the word list.
Film Explores Assyrian Diaspora in Chicago
Chicago (AINA) -- Sights and Sounds of the Assyrian Diaspora: Art in Response to Statelessness explores the role of art in the lives of Assyrians primarily in Chicago, Illinois. Assyrians practicing various art forms discuss the challenges of statelessness, the importance of art in connecting to their identity and heritage, as well as the evolution of the nation happening today.
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                        Feud Between Chaldean Patriarch and Iraq's President Reinforces Islamic Status of Minority Groups
(AINA) -- On July 12 Iraqi president Abdul Latif Rashid repealed the decree recognizing the appointment of Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako as head of the Chaldean Catholic Church and which appointed him to the office of the waqf (وقف), the endowment which oversees all church property. The details of the events leading up to this action are exhaustively covered in this report by MEMRI.
Assyrian Churches: Unity in Faith
By Benjamin Martin
(AINA) -- In early December, Patriarch Awa spoke on the possible reunification of the Assyrian and Chaldean Churches, expressing opposition to any form of "uniatism" in the process.   Patriarch Sako responded first  on December 31 and then more fully  on February 28.
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                        Turkey's National Pride is Based on Genocide Denial
By Sabri Atman
During the years of World War I 75% (750,000) of the Assyrian population in the Ottoman Empire was systematically murdered. That genocide of Assyrians at the hands of the Ottoman Empire in 1915 is a fact, but it has largely been forgotten by the world.
Turkey's Violation of Human Rights Must Be Challenged
By Sabri Atman
(AINA) -- When speaking about the Ottoman Empire and Turkey today, it is not their contribution to civilization that comes to mind. Instead it is human rights violations, confiscation of land and property, genocide and genocide denials that are most frequently discussed in the public discourse. Today's Turkey is still far from being ruled by democratic principles.
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