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                        Chaldean Patriarch Urges Preservation of Rights for Iraq's Diverse Communities
By Georgena Hababba
As the 21st anniversary of the fall of Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq approaches, Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, patriarch of the Chaldean Church, has called for a reevaluation of the country's entire political process, which is currently based on sectarianism and quota-sharing.
Several Assyrian Parties to Boycott Kurdistan's Upcoming Elections
A number of Christian political parties on Monday announced their boycott of the upcoming parliamentary elections in the Kurdistan Region in protest against Iraq's federal court's recent ruling which eliminated minority quota seats in the Kurdish legislature.
Stockholm Denies Asylum: 84-Year-old Iraqi Assyrian Dies on Repatriation Flight
He had been waiting for seven years to have his asylum request accepted, in vain. The latest failure coincided with an expulsion and repatriation order and on the return flight to Baghdad, he dies.  This is the story of the 84-year-old Chaldean Christian Hanna Saka, which ended tragically in recent days on a Turkish Airlines plane forced to make an emergency landing in Warsaw, Poland, due to the...
Hope for 'Great Revival' of Christianity in Iran
By Bess Twiston Davies
Six of every 10 Iranians are prepared to become Christians, an exiled Iranian church leader has claimed.  Bishop Edward Hosvepian-Mehr, leader of the non-denominational Iranian Church in Europe, said underground Christian evangelists in Iran had provided the statistics.
Assyrians in Iraq Still Fearing Insecurity
Three years after Pope Francis' Apostolic Journey to Iraq, Chaldean Archbishop Michael Najeeb of Mosul and Aqra, says to Vatican News that the fruits of that historic visit are slowly beginning to show in the Muslim-majority nation, despite ongoing difficulties for Christians.
Assyrian Fighter Beheads ISIS Militant in Retaliation
By Momen Zellmi
In a striking act of vengeance, a Syrian Christian fighter belonging to the Assyrian community executed an Islamic State (IS) militant by beheading in Hasakeh province, northeastern Syria. This bold move came as retribution for the heinous crimes and abuses perpetrated by IS jihadists in the region, including mass executions and enslavement.
Cardinal Sako on 'Surprising' Reality in Riyadh, Blessing of Christian Migrants
By Dario Salvi
"The blessing and the sign of the cross" stamped on the forehead of a group of Christian migrants, mostly Indians and Filipinos, employed by a restaurant as waiters and wait staff. The welcome at the airport by a policeman "who calls me 'Abouna' [father, in Arabic]" using words and gestures "of respect". And women 'without veils'.
Syriac Union Party's Fourth Conference Kicks Off in Syria
Under the slogan, "The unity of our people is the guarantee of establishing our national rights... consensus among Syrians is the guarantee of reaching a sustainable political solution," the Syriac Union Party organized today its fourth conference, with the participation of 50 male and female delegates, in the Zana Hall in the city of Qamishlo.
Attack on the Assyrian Defense Forces Must Be Condemned: Kurdish Party
The Co-Presidency of the KCK (Kurdistan Communities Union) Executive Council issued a statement to condemn the attack by Turkey on 28 February targeting three Sotoro (Assyrian/Syriac Defense Forces) members in Dêrik.
Turkish Drones Kill Three Assyrians in Syria
Turkish drones targeted several vehicles in the town of Al-Malikiyah (Derik), situated in the far north-east of Syria, killing three security officers from the Syriac Security Office and seriously injuring two others, along with six civilians, at 9.40am local time on Wednesday.
Assyrian Parties in Talks With Iraqi Top Court to Amend Controversial Ruling
By Azhi Rasul
Talks between Iraq's top court and the Christian minority parties have started in hopes of a new ruling that would amend its controversial verdict to abolish minority quota seats in the Kurdistan Region's parliament, with the minorities claiming the court's ruling has "legal issues.
Assyrians Blame Kurdish Parties for Losing Quota Seats in Iraq Court Ruling
By Julian Bechocha
The Kurdistan Region's two governing parties are responsible for a landmark Iraqi federal court decision to strip minority quota seats as they exploited the quota for their own benefit, a coalition of Assyrian, Chaldean, and Syriac Christian parties said on Saturday.
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                    New Online Assyrian Dictionary Launched
(AINA) -- The electronic version of Mr. Awia Oraha's Banipal Dictionary has been launched at Banipal Assyria Dictionary. The dictionary initially contains 3896 words in Assyrian, English and Arabic. According to Awia Oraha, the developer, the dictionary will be continuously expanded to increase the word list.
Film Explores Assyrian Diaspora in Chicago
Chicago (AINA) -- Sights and Sounds of the Assyrian Diaspora: Art in Response to Statelessness explores the role of art in the lives of Assyrians primarily in Chicago, Illinois. Assyrians practicing various art forms discuss the challenges of statelessness, the importance of art in connecting to their identity and heritage, as well as the evolution of the nation happening today.
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                        Feud Between Chaldean Patriarch and Iraq's President Reinforces Islamic Status of Minority Groups
(AINA) -- On July 12 Iraqi president Abdul Latif Rashid repealed the decree recognizing the appointment of Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako as head of the Chaldean Catholic Church and which appointed him to the office of the waqf (وقف), the endowment which oversees all church property. The details of the events leading up to this action are exhaustively covered in this report by MEMRI.
Assyrian Churches: Unity in Faith
By Benjamin Martin
(AINA) -- In early December, Patriarch Awa spoke on the possible reunification of the Assyrian and Chaldean Churches, expressing opposition to any form of "uniatism" in the process.   Patriarch Sako responded first  on December 31 and then more fully  on February 28.
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                        Turkey's National Pride is Based on Genocide Denial
By Sabri Atman
During the years of World War I 75% (750,000) of the Assyrian population in the Ottoman Empire was systematically murdered. That genocide of Assyrians at the hands of the Ottoman Empire in 1915 is a fact, but it has largely been forgotten by the world.
Turkey's Violation of Human Rights Must Be Challenged
By Sabri Atman
(AINA) -- When speaking about the Ottoman Empire and Turkey today, it is not their contribution to civilization that comes to mind. Instead it is human rights violations, confiscation of land and property, genocide and genocide denials that are most frequently discussed in the public discourse. Today's Turkey is still far from being ruled by democratic principles.
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                        Ancient Assyrian Horses
By Randy Steffen
Ancient Assyria occupied parts of the present countries of Iraq, Lebanon, and Turkey, a country about 350 miles long, by 300 miles wide... not very big, according to our standards, but immensely powerful for its size among the ancients.  Animal life in ancient Assyria was as varied as the climate.
The World's 10 Oldest Libraries
By Teet Ottin
Ever since the invention of writing, institutions specialising in the collection and preservation of knowledge have been established in literate societies. Record rooms held vast collections of materials dealing with trade, administration and foreign policy. Before the age of the internet libraries were islands of knowledge, greatly shaping the development of societies throughout history.
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