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The men of Nineveh shall rise jmdgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of
Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here.

Matthew 12:41
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Executive Summary

Assyrians are the only autochthonous people
Irag, having lived in their ancestral lands in no
Iraq since 5000 B.C. Assyrians are Christia
belonging to three main denominations: The Hq
Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East, t
Syriac Orthodox Church and the Chaldean Chu
of Babylon. The native language of Assyrians
neoSyriac (neeAramaic). This distinct identity of
Assyrians especially their Christian faith, sets the
apart from the rest of the population.

Assyrians comprised 8% (1.5 million) of the Irags
population in April of 2003. Since thes0% have =%
fled the country Of the 750,000 Iragi refugees if
Jordanup to 150,000are Assyrians. Of the 1.Zg88 s
million Iraqi refugees in Syria70,000to 500,000 " Raneed Raad. 16
are Assyrians.

From 1995 to 201@21 Assyrians were killed. Fo o
the years 1992002 there were 19 murder

in 2003, the asrage number omurders for the
years 20022011 was50.75 213P%6 higher than for ===
the years 1992002.The geographic distribution o
the murderswas 39.7%6 in north Iraq 58.3% in
central Iraq and 1% in south Iraq.Kurds, Sunnis,
Shiites and aRaeda engged in murdering
Assyrians Examples include

1 A 2 month old infant kidnapped, beheade
roasted and returned to its parents on a
of rice

1 14 year old Ayad Tariq decapitated beca .
he is a "dirty Christian sinner" Raphid Raad, 6

1 A 14 year old boy crucified in his ow
village in Mosul

91 Fr. Paulos Iskander (Paul Alexander) kidnapped, beheaded and dismembered

5 priestswere kidnapped and released after ransom was pajtiests and 3 deacongere
murdered, for a total dif5. 8 of these occurred in Baghdatin Mosul.

68 churchesvereattacked or bombed since June, 20€Blin Baghdad 19 in Mosul,5 in Kirkuk
and 1 in Ramadi.
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At least 13 young womemereabducted and raped, causing some ahtteecommit suicide.
Female studentw&eretargeted in Basra and Mosidr not wearing veilssome hd nitric acid
squirted on their facesElders of a illage in Mosul were warned not to send females to
universities.

Mahdi Army personnel circuladiea letter warning all Christian women to veil themselves.

Al-Qaeda mowa into an Assyrian neighborhood and begewllecting thejizya and demanding
that females be sent to the mosque to be married off to Muslims.

Assyrian businessaseretargeted. 95% of liquor storegereattacked, defaced or bombed. 500
Assyrian shops in a Dora mk&twereburned in one night.

Propertywas confiscated by Kurds in the north and Shiites in Baghdad.
Kurdish authorities deniefibreign reconstruction assistance for Assyrian communities artl use
public works projects to divert water and other vitaloteses from Assyrian to Kurdish

communities. Kurdish forces blockatiassyrian villages

Childrenwerekidnapped and forcibly transferred to Kurdish families.



Incipient Genocide
The Ethnic Cleansing of the Assyrians of Iraq

Introduction

A systematic campaign of persecution of @eurch of the EasChaldeanSyriacOrthodox and

Syriac CatholicChristians(collectively Assyriansof Iraq is unfolding. It began in the Kurdish
regions of north Iraq shortly after the first Gulf war and spread to Baghdad and Basra after the
liberation of Iraq in April of 2003In the lastthree months it has intensified and is now openly
declared in some areas of Iraq.

The persecution is not restricted to a single location, it is occurring in Basra in the south, in
Baghdad in the center, and in the Kurdish controlled areas in the nastlangeting Assyrians
physically, economically, mentally, religiously and culturally.

This campaign is targeting Irag's only indigenous group, the Assyrians, and hasnfeackd
50% of the Assyrians to flee the courtrissyrians comprise8% (1.5 milion) of the Iraqi
population in April of 2003.0f the 750,000 Iraqgi refugees in Jordan, Christian Solidarity
International estimates thap to 150,000 are Assyrians. Of the 1.2 million Iraqgi refugees in
Syria, 70,000to 500,000 are Assyrians. What isisang this Assyrian flight?

Random Violence?
There is a civil war, or something very close to it, happening in Iraq. Thaaisd&ainnis and

Shiites have been killed. Are Assyrians the random victims of this violence or are they targeted
specifically beause of their ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic distinctiveness?

Assyrian§ are ethnically distinct from Arabs an| AssYRiANS

Kurds. They are the onlgutochthonoupeople of Iraq, ayiac
having lived in their ancestral lands in north Iraq sir ey Caholic
5000 B.C. Assyrias are Christians, belonging to thre gy, %

main denominations: The Holy Apostolic Cathol
Assyrian Church of the East, the Syriac Orthod
Church and the Chaldean Church of Babylon. T
native language of Assyrians is R&gria¢ (nec

Aramaic).This distinct dentity of Assyrians, especiall
their Christian faith, sets them apart from the rest of
population.

Whereas Sunrbhiite violence is characterized b
mutual aggression, MuslitiAssyrian violence is

Church of
the East
19%

Chaldean
45%

Syriac
Orthadaox
26%

Source: AlNA

1 UNHCR. Background Information on the Situation of Niislim Religious Minorities in Irag, October 2005
(http://www.unhcr.org/cgbin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbI=RSDLEGAL&id=4371cfib&ince this report was published,

the exodus of Assyrians has dramaticaicreased and is now near 50%, as reporteldd@@07 Annual Report Of The United
States Commission On International Religious Freeitip://www.aina.org/reports/uscirf2007.pdf

2 SeeAssyrians: Frequently Asked Questigmmstp://www.aina.org/fag.htrandBrief History of Assyrians

http://www.aina.org/aol/peter/brief.htm

3 Modern AssyrianrfeoSyriac) is derived from Assyrian Aramaic (or Imperial Aramaic), the eastern branch of Aramaic that was
made the second (after Akkadian) official language of Assyria in 752 BC. The western branch of Aramaic, Palestinian Aramaic,

is now extinct. Sebttp://www.aina.org/articles/akkadianwords.htnid http://www.assyrianlanguage.com

4We shall use the term Muslim to include Kurds and SunniSiite Arabs, but not Turkmen.


http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbl=RSDLEGAL&id=4371cf5b4
http://www.aina.org/reports/uscirf2007.pdf
http://www.aina.org/faq.html
http://www.aina.org/aol/peter/brief.htm
http://www.aina.org/articles/akkadianwords.html
http://www.assyrianlanguage.com/
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unidirectional: Assyrians are exclusively the vicimAssyrians are unarmed and have not
engaged in any acts of aggression.

Muslim violence on Assyrians is primarily driven by deep religious prejudice and the strict
application ofShari'a by Jihadiss’.

Being unarmed, oppressed and disadvantaged byriEnbf prejudice and dhimfmstatus, the
Assyriars have become the targets of persecution couwittg, from Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis
We shall show in the following pagebkat sinceAssyriansare not capable of defending
themselves and are targetesh classbecause of their distinct identity, what is now unfolding in
Iraq canbe termed an incipient genocide.

Definition of Genocide

We shall define genocide as prescribed inUheConvention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genoci&UNCG), which is the legal definition of genocide. There are other
ways of defining genocidebut they need not concern us.

Article 2 of UNCG lays down the meaning of genocide:

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts conwittieidtent to destroy, in whole or
in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such:

(&) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of lifelcalated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

In the following pages we shall show that acts of type(fg),(c) and (e) have been committed
against Assyrians in Iraq.

Sources

This report is based on published matetliais to be noted that a great number of crimes against
Assyrians are unreported and unpublisidny Assyrian refugees in Syria, Jordard various
European and American citibavestated that they or family membaensfriends were victims of
murder and violence; buhany ofthese refugees were tofearful to report the incidents, even
whenliving outside of Iraqg.

5 Shari'ais the Koranic religious law that cannot be superseded by any other law, such as secular, civil or international law.
% Jihadists in Iraq are not only Aaeda Sunnis, but Mugtada%adr Shiites as well.

" A legalstatus of Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians which nominal religious independence in exchange for acceptance of
humiliating regulations designed to enforce Kwgars command that they "feel themselves subdued" (Sura. 828)
http://www.dhimmi.organdhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhimmi

& http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/prev_genocide/convention.

9R. J. Rummel Genocidehttp://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/ GENOCIDE.ENCY.HTM



http://www.dhimmi.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhimmi
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/prev_genocide/convention.htm
http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/GENOCIDE.ENCY.HTM
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Killing Members of the Group

Appendix1 lists the Assyrians murdered in Iraq from 1995 to&@15 Assyrians were killed
during this period.

=

Figure 1 shows the numb
of murders by year. For th Assyrian JJ?SZ?Q 1995-2008
years 19982002 there are

19 murders, averaging37 | 1o
per year (countingl996,
2000 and 2001, which ha¢ ™° s
no murders and are ng

100

shown in the graph). 88
80 5

After the liberation of Iraq [ ]

in 2003, the average|

number of murders for the » 3

years 206-2011 is 50.75 27
which is21376 higher than| 2o - - - 15
for the years 1998002. R |_| 2

——

1995 1997 1998 1999 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Figure 2 shows theg Froure 2
geograpl‘c distribution of Assyrian Murders by Region, 1995-2008
the murders39.7% in north 1.88%

Irag, 58.3% in central Irag
and 1.9% in south Irag.

BNorth Irag

mCentral Iraq

OSouth Irag
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Figure 3 shows the yearly

1 Figure 3
murders by reg|0.n Yearly Assyrian Murders by Region

120.00%

100.00%

80.00% H —1

BNorth Iraq
60.00% - — — BCentral Irag

OSouth Iraq

4000% - -

20.00% ] — —

0.00% |

1995 1997 1998 1999 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

The following table shows the murderarsd the number of their victinis/ year:

Identity of
Murderers 1995 1997 1998 1999 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Kurds 1 2 2 1 1 1 3 2

Sunnis 2

Shiites 1

al-Qaeda 40 1 12 52
Unknown 0 10 2 0 1 10 74 31 71 37 15 15 34

1C
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Causing Seriots Bodily o Mental Harm to Membersof the Group

Attacks on Religious Symbols and Institutions

Attacks on Clergy

The kidnapping and murder of clerggganon August 15, 2006. Since theénpriests have been
kidnapped and released after ransom was paiti4 @riests ad 3 deacons have been murdered,
for a total of12 5 of these have occurred in Baghd@dh Mosul.

The following is a list of priestsidnapped or killed:

April 4, 200804-05

Youssef Adel, a priest with Saint Peter's Church, was Kijegunmen
traveding in a car around noadt.

March 13 2008

Archbishop Paulus Faraj Rahhowas
kidnapped on February 29 in Mosul. H
body was found on March 13. Thrg
traveling companiongFaris, Rami,and Samir, were killed at the
time of the kidnapping*

Fr. Youssef Adel

Archbishop Paulos Rahho

Juneo, 2007

Fr Hani Abdel Ahad, in his early 30s, wkisinappeda northeastern section daghdadcalled
Suleikh along with five boys who were going with him to visit the city's minor sentfar.

June 3, 2007

Fr. Ragheed Ganni and three deacaese gunned dowrin their carin
Mosul. The car was booby trapped with explosives to prevent anyone
from retrieving the bodie¥’

May 20, 2007

Fr. Nawzat P. Hanna was kidnapped in Baghdad and freed three
later. He was beaten while in captivify. Fr. Ragheed Ganni

10 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20080405055848.htm
11 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20080229154859.htm
12 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20070606134604.htm
13 http://www.aina.org/news/20070603143027.htm
14 http://www.aina.org/news/2007052292908.htm

11
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Decenber 5, 2006

Fr. Slgmy Al Raiys was kidnapped in Baghdad and subsequently released after ransom was
paid.:

November 30, 2006

Fr. Mundhir atDayr of the Protestant Church in Mosul was found dead with a bullet in his head
He was abductedn November 26and was found dead four days later. A message from the
abductors demanded one million dollars as ransom or they will "kill all Christians starting with
Fr. Al-Dayr."®

November 19, 2006

Fr. Doglc%;, Yousef Al Bazy was kidnapped in Baghdad and released nmé&tiayafter ransom
was paid:.

October 9, 2006

Fr. Paulos Iskander (Paul Alexander) was kidnapped by an unkno
Islamic group and beheaded and dismembered three day¥ later.

August 15, 2006

Father Paulos Iskandar

Fr. Saad Sirop, 34, head of the Theology Department at Balllege, the
only universitylevel Christian institution in Iraq, was kidnapped in Baghdad and released one
month later'®

Attacks on Churches Church

Bombings 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011
The first church bombing Baghdad 11 12 6 4 7 1 2
occurred on June 26, | Mosul 3 3 7 6
2004, and drew little| Kirkuk 1 2 2
attention. Two | Ramadi 1
unidentified men in a| Yearly subtotal 15 1 17 6 13 13 1 2
silver Opel throw a hand Total 68

bomb at the Holy Spirit Church in Mosul. Fiveeekslater, on August T, 2004, coordinated
bombingsstruck fve churches, four in Baghdad and 1 in Mosul.

68 churches have bedrombedsinceJune 26, 2004Appendix2 contains photographs of church
bombings.The following tableshows church bombingylyear and locatian

15 http://www.aina.org/newg006120595730.htm

18 AsiaNews http://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,67216.0.html
17 hitp://www.aina.org/news/200620105018.htm

18 http://www.aina.org/news/20061013195154.htm

19 http://www.aina.org/news/20060818111054.htm

12
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The following is a list of kurches bombed or attacked:
April 24, 2011: 2 churabsattacked

On Easter Sunday &omb exploded outside the Sacred Heart church in Baghdad. No
parishioners were injured. A firefight occurred outside Mdrg Virgin Catholic Church as
congregants huddled insid.

October 31, 2010: 1 church attacked

Our Lady ofDeliveranceChaldean Catholic churcin the innefcity suburb of Karrada, was
stormed by an AQaeda affiliated grougs2 Assyrianswere killed, ircludingtwo priess.?*

December 23, 2009: 2 churches bombed.

In Mosul the church of St. George and the church of St. Thomas were bombed, killing three
people. The church of St. Thomas is 1200 year$®ld.

December 15, 2009: 2 churches bombed.

The Al Gahea (Our Lady of Purity) Syrian Orthodox Church in Mosul's city center was bombed
and significantly damaged. 4 persons were killed and 40 injured.

The Al Beshara (Annunciation) Syrian Catholic Church in Mosul was bombed at 10:30. The
bomb caused a minor phosion and damaged the wall, but nobody was Hurt.

November 26, 2009: 1 church, 1 convent bombed.

In the western Jadida (New Mosul) distribie Church of
St Ephremand theSt Theresa Convent of Dominica
Nunswere bombed and heavily damaged. No clissa
were reported?

July 12, 20097 churches bombed.

Sevenchurches were bombed in Baghdad, killing 4 a
injuring 18.The churches are:

1. The Church of St Mary in Sharaa Philistine, were four were killed
2. The Church of Saint George in the districatdidi

3. The St. Joseph Church in Nafak, western Baghdad

4. The Church of the Sacred Heart

20 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20110424154010.htm
2L hitp://www.aina.org/news/20101101215020. hhitp://wwwaina.org/news/20101101005521.htm
22 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20091223131313. hitp://www.aina.org/news/20091223131437.htm
2 http://www.aina.org/news/20091215172119. hitp://www.aina.org/news/20091216173353.htm
24 http://www.aina.org/news/20091126150149.htm
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5. The church of St Peter and Paul

6. The Assyrian Church of Saint Mary

7. The St. James Church in Déta
October 13, 2008: 1 church bombed.
The Miskinta Churclof Mosulwas bomied, damaging the buildirfg.
January 9, 2008: 2 churches bombed.
Two churches were bombed in central and
northern Kirkuk; three people were woundéd. I
January 6, 2008: 7 churches bombed. : I*

In Mosul:

1 Chaldean Church of Saint paul
1 Nunnery of Dominican Siste
1 Orphanage of the Chaldean Sisters

In Baghdad:

1 Rum Orthodox Church (where th
guard was injured)
1 Mar Ghorghis Chaldean church i
Ghadir area
1 Saint Paul Chaldean church i
Zafaraniya area where, according
Mgr. Warduni, the car bomb wa
discovered bfere its explosion and
defused.
1 Chladean sisters nunnery in Zafaraniy

One man was slightly injured in these bombiffys.
June 4, 2007. 2 churches attacked.
St. Jacob Churchnear the Asia Neighborhood (Hay Asya) in Doveas attacked and the

Christian gards killed, the church was looted and will be turned into a mosque. St. John the
Baptist Church near the Hay-Althoriyeen (Assyrian quarter) was also looféd.

2 http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165500. hhitp://www.aina.org/news/200902143910.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140407 . hitp://www.aina.org/news/20090712140255.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165831. hitp://www.aina.org/news/20090712140222.htm
%6 hitp://www.aha.org/news/20081014223212.htm

27 http://www.aina.org/news/2008019085642.htm

28 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20080106162040.htm
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May 31, 2007. 1 convent attacked.

Shiitesoccupied theAngel RaphaelConvent belonging to theChaldean Sisters of the Scared
Heart in Dora, Baghdadand turned it int@ base for military operatiori
May 18, 2007. 1 church attacked.

St. George Assyrian Church in the Dora neighborhood of Baghdadirebombed?
April 14, 2007. 2 churches, 1 mastery attacked.

An Islamic group forcefully removed the Cross from the churches of St. John and St. (Beorge
Dora, BaghdadAn affiliated Islamic group in Northern Iraq occupied the Assyrian monastery of
Raban HormuZ?

November 1, 20061 church bombed

Unknown assailants bombed the entrance of the Dominican Clock Church compound, a Catholic
church in Mosuf?

October 8, 2006. 1 church bombed.

Two bombs explodedround 6:30A.M. nearthe Church of Virgin Mary on Palestine road in
Baghdad. The outer Ws of the church were damaged and the windows of many parked cars
that beg(zng to the church were shattered. One policeman was killed andoyséaydersvere
injured:

October 4, 5 2006. 1 church attacked.
A group g)sf men opened fire dhe ChaldeaChurch of the Holy Spirit in Mosylthe second time
in 8 days:.

September 27, 2006. 1 churdteaked.

A roclégt attackwas launchedagainst the Chaldean Catholic @tlu of the Holy Spirit in
Mosul

September 24, 2008 church bombed.

St. Mary's Cathedrathe home of His Holiness Mar Addai Il, Patriarch of The Ancient Church
of the East, was bombed. Located in the Riyadh district of Baghdad the cathedral experienced

29 http://www.aina.org/news/20070604130634.htm

30 http://www.aina.org/news/20070601151953.htm

31 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20070518182239.htm

32 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20070414141226.htm

33 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20061 208822 . htm

34 hitp://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,59303.0.html
35 http://www.aina.org/news/20060926112353.htm

36 http://www.aina.org/news/20060926220244.htm
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dual bombings, a small IED followed, few minutes after, by a car detonation carryingea larg
amount of explosives. The bombing was timed to take place as the worshipers were leaving the
Sunday morning sermon. 2 were killed and 20 injdfed.

September 8, 2006. 1 church bombed.

Two bombs exploded in front of the main gate of a church-itadhmaniyyain Baghdad The
explosions caused damage to the church and injured the church Huards.

June 2, 2006. 1 church bombed.

Kaneesat abi'aood (The Church of Ascensian)Baghdadwvas attacked by a rocket bomb. The
bomb caused damage to the church bogdind made a hole in the church ddthe.

February 1 2006. 1 church bombed.

The Baghdad Seventlay Adventist Churclwas bomled for the second time in two years,
injuring an armed guard, one of two permanently stationed to protect the church corffpound.

January 29, 2006. 4 churches bombed.

Car bombs exploded outside the Vatican embassy and near four churches in Iraq, killing at least
three people.

In Kirkuk, three civilians were killed and one wounded in the attack on the Church of the Virgin,
and six civlians were hurt in the blast outside an Orthodox church.

In Baghdad, car bombs exploded outside St Jasé&tholic Chrch in the suburb of Sina'a and

an Anglican church in the eastern Nidhal dfea.

November 2, 2005. 1 church bombed.

At approximately 20 P.M. a car bomb exploded near the Church of Mar Giwd$fisGeorge)
in the Assyrian quartesf Almas district in Kirkuk.3 were killed*?
July 16, 2005 1 church bombed.

A small explosion rocked the Assyrian Church in Habbaniya, Ramadi in Iraq. Thersome
damage to the roof of the church.

December 7, 2004. 2 churches bombed.

The AlTahira Chaldean Catholic Church and Armenian church that was under construction were
bombed in Mosul. The first blast struck theTahira ("the pure,” in reference the Virgin

Mary) Church about 2:30 p.m. in-8hifa’ neighborhood, eastern Mosul. Ten armed men
stormed the church, planted explosives throughout it, and set the bombs off wounding three

57 http://www.aina.org/news/20060924135137.htm

38 hitp://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,55392.0.html
39 hitp://www.nirgalgate.com/asp/v_news.asp?id=1878

40 hitp://www.aina.org/news/2006020195451.htm

41 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20060129114957.htm

42 http://www.ankawa.com/forumidex.php?topic=16067.0
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people and destroying most of it. An hour later, gunmen bombedWahta neighborhood,
western Mosul, an Armenian church under construction. No casualties were reportédl there.

November 8, 2004. 1 church bombed.

St Bahnam's Catholic churchDora,Baghdad was bombed, killing 3 people and wounded 40.
Police said a cabomb had exploded outside the church, but witnesses said it appeared
explosives were planted nearffy.

October 16, 2004 churches bombed.

Five churches were bombed in Baghdad in a coordinated attack.

The church of Saint Joseph in the west of thel lcapital was hit at about 4:00 am (0100 GMT).
Twenty minutes later, another blast ripped through the streets at another Saint Joseph church, in
Dora, southern Baghdadfter another 20 minutes, Saint Paul's church was struck in the same

area.

At 4:50 am the Roman Catholic St. George church in the central district of Karrada was rocked
by a blast and engulfed in flames, leaving the wboilt sanctuary completely charred.

A fifth explosion occurred about an hour later at Saint Thomas church in Matwsthe,west.

An artillery shel] believed to be intended foine churchwas fired into a car park between a
hotel and Saint Georgefglican Churct*®

September 11, 2004. 1 church bombed.

A car bomb exploded outside the Virgin Mary Sevelddy Adventis Churchinthe AISa 6 d o u n
Park in the center of Baghdad.

September 10, 2004 church bombed.

A bomb exploded at the Assyrian Anglican Church aAradalus Street in Baghdad. The
explosion occurred during the nigHt.

August 1, 2004. 5 churches bombed.

Five Assyrian, and one Armenian, Churches were bombed simultaneously in Baghdad and
Mosul. Twelve Assyrians were killed and some 60 injured:

3 hitp://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,140751,00.html

4 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20041108130705.htm

45 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20041016133026.htm

46 http://www.f21.parsimony.net/forum37811/messages/32035.htm
47 http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/PER170744.htm
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Church Sayidat aNajat (Our Lady of Salvation)Karrada, Baghdad

Church Sayidat aZohour (Our Lady of the Flogrs)- Karrada, Baghdad (Armenian
Catholic Church)

Sts. Peter & Paul, Dora, Baghdad

St. Paul Church Center of Mosul

St. Elia, Baghdad

St. Mary's Church in east Baghdad (car bomb disarmed by p8lice)

no

o0hs®W

June 26, 2004. 1 church attacked.

Two unidentified nen in a silver Opel throw a hand bomb at the Holy Spirit ChureRdah ai
Qudos) in the Akha' quarter in Mosul. The explosion injured the sister of thePriest.

Attacks on Women

In December, 200&aqi soldiersin Baghdad raiddthe house of Luana, & 3/earold Assyrian
Christian, on pretense of searching for insurgents. Luana lives with her brother, her family
havingimmigratedto Sweden. Her brother is not home at the time of the raid. The soldiers ask
unusual questions, give her strange looks. Tagsdatera soldierreturns, enters her home,
places his hand over her mouth and threatens to wait for her brother and kill him if she makes a
sound. He drags her to the bedroom and rapes her. When finished, he instructs her not to file a
police report els he will kill her brotheP?®

Young Christian women are abducted and raped. Sources in some communities of nuns in
Baghdad have relayed stories they witnessed. On October 8, 2006 young Christian women were
abducted but under different circumstances: orf®ate as her helpless family could do nothing

but watch; the other, at an open market where four armed men spirited her away in a car leaving
behind a distraught mother. Often incidents do not end with the prisoner's release. In one case in
Baghdad, the ¢tim committed suicide after the ransom was paid and she went home, because of
the torture and sexual violence she suffered. In another case, a young woman talked to her family
by phone and told them: "I'm dead", referring to being gang raped. She elyeotuamitted

suicide whilst still in the hands of her tormenters. Unofficial estimates put the number of young
women and girlebductedat 12°*

Church leaders serving the Christian community of Karakush, Mosul, recaivetderfrom
Islamic militantsin the last week of October, 200drderingthem to allow Christian women to
marry Muslim men (which in Muslim eyes means the women effectively convert to Islam). This,
said the letter, would enable the women to be "blessed" and "purified" by their matfiages.

“8 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20040801140816. hhitp://www.zindamagazine.com/html/archives/2004/8.3.04/index_tue.php
4 hitp://www. keldo.ws/cgbin/ikonboard/topic.cgi?farm=4&topic=1162

50 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20070214100015.htm

51 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20061012003811.htm

52 http://www.aina.org/news/20041104150200.htm
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Attacks on Students

On December 11, 2006 amidentified Islamic group placed flyers at the Student Union at
Mosul University; the flyers contained messages directed at Asswtiasients and were placed

in areas where Assyrian students congregdieflyers warned the Christian Assyrian students
that "in cases where ndvluslims do not conform to wearing tijab (head cover for womegn

and are not conservative with their attire in accordance with the Islamic way, the violators will
have theSharla and the Islamic Law applied to therr™"

On Junel4, 2006at approximately 11:38.M. Iraqgi Policemen approached a group of Assyrian
students leaving the University of Mosul after completing their final exams and, at the order of
the police group leader, stadt severely beating and harassing the stud&htspolice held the
students down and shaved their heads as a form of public embarrassment and forced them to
walk down the street to further display their 'shame' to the ptiblic.

On January 292006a groupof Muslim students at the University of Mosul attacked Assyrian
studentsSeveralfatwas(religious edictswere issued by Islamic militias associated with Islamic
religious schools against Christians in Ir&yuring the attacks, Muslim students chanted a
Christian slogans declaring their victims "sinners, infidels, and agents of the West." According to
reports, the attackers also urged the "expulsion of the Crusaders and sinners from schools and
public institutions.®

On March 15, 2005 some 30 membbtaqtada alSadr's aMahdi Army attacked a group of
Assyian engineering College students of Basra University. The students were having a picnic at
al-Andalus Park in downtown Basra when a hooded gang attacked in the name of Islam and
began to beat them thi batons and sticks. Zahra Ashor was killed and fifteen others students
were badly injured. When a fellow student attempted to help Zahra, he was shot in the head. The
attacks were because the female students were not wearing the Islamic hijab (Vedraunsk

the students were listening to mu3ic.

A letter received on November 2, 2004 dttyrch leaders serving the Christian community of
Karakush, Mosulannounced Muslims' intention of killing one person in every Christian family,

as a punishment for ¢hwomen not covering their heads and going to university. This followed
pressure and threats from Islamic extremists against all women in Mosul, requiring them to cover
their head with thénijab. A Christian woman was killed around 26th October for haviag

head uncovered. Two other Christian women who were seen bareheaded in a market had nitric
acid squirted in their faces.

The ChaldoAssyrians Student and Youth Union of Mosul announced in a press release dated
10/18/2004 that 1500 Assyrians studentspped attending Mosul University effective

10/16/2004. The Student Union cited intense pressure on the Christian students by Muslims,
especially on female students to wear the Muslim vale, and a lack of security as the basis for the

53 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20061212104712.htm

54 hitp//www.aina.org/news/20060617150016.htm

55 http://www.aina.org/releases/20060207150230.htm

56 http://www.keldb.ws/cgibin/ikonboard/topic.cgi?forum=32&topic=1907
5T http://www.aina.org/news/20041104150200.htm
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boycott. 5Ehe studentsald been harassed repeatedly and had received numerous threats from
Muslims:

On February 17, 2004 at the Ankawa Boys High School, a group of Kurdiginstuidom the
Kurdistan StudentUnion entered classes and while classes were in session, they uhdtribu
applications to studesito join the Kurdistan Student Unioithe ChaldoAssyrian Studeand
Youth Union protestetheillegal act>®

Inflicting Psychological Terror

The attack on religious institutions and symbols has a profound effect on the Asojriaaq.
The case of Fr. Ganni, discussed above, very clearly demonshigtds is not enough that he
and three deacons were killd®; booby trapping their car, in which they lay mortally wounded,
by explosives, the murderers sought to terrorize Assyrians by instilling a feeling of
impotence and helplessness in them, by denying them the decency of tending to their dead.

There is no greater symbof life and hopdor Christians than the Cross and the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ. This very symlsm wasinverted andised to terrorize the residemifsthe atBasra
district in Mosul. On October 10, 2006 a 14 year aby tvas crucifiedin al-Basra. An emalil

from a priest in Sweden, Adris Hanna, describes the Muslim terror campaign against the
Christans in Iraq:

The SyriaeOrhtodox priest Paulos Iskandar was kidnapped this Monday, October 9, and beheaded
today Wednesday October 11.

The Bishop in Mosul wrote me an email tonight and told me that the funeral will be held in Mosul
tomorrow.

Christiansare living a terrified life in Mosul and Baghdad. Several priests have been kidnapped,
girls are being raped and murdered and a couple of days ago a fourteen year old boy was crucified
in the Christian neighborhood Albasra.

| have also spoken to a groopnuns that were robbed and treated brutally on their way between
Baghdad to Amman in Jordan.

The murder of father Paulus is the final blow for Christians, and now only hell is expected for the

Christians of Iraqg.

We the oriental Christians in Sweden &hd rest of the Western world must protest against the
genocide. We must do what we can to stop the rape,
do something®

The award winning Swedish journalist Nuri Kfl@ontacted the family of the crucified yoon

behalf of AINA. He reported that the family was in shock and did not want to speak to anyone
not only because of their intense grief, lngtcause they did not want to provoke additional
violence The family intended to leave Iraq as soon as posstoleffective was the terror effect

58 hitp://www.aina.org/news/200410250606.htm

59 hitp://www.aina.org/guesteds/20060522114735.htm
80 http://vww.aina.org/news/20061012004656.htm

61 http://www.aina.org/news/20070513172436.htm
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of the crucifixion that even the victim's family could not properly grieve for its son. The
Assyrian community in aBasra was terrified.

Imposing Islamic Law
Letters from Sadr Shiites

An undated letter issued by Mudta atSadr's Mahdi army to Christians in Baghdadered
Christian women to veil themselves or face grave consequences. The letter,dobtaine
translated by AINAon May 30, 200%, statedthat the Virgin Mary was not unveiled and so
Christian women shouldot be unveiled. The letter esdiwith an ominous note that committees
have been established to monitor the Christian populace and enforce the Heceees the
Arabic letter:
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Here is the translation:

The Legal Veil

Allah be praised, said in His gect and noble book:
In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

62 hitp://www.aina.org/news/20070529235134.htm
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(And do not display yourselves like that of the times of ignorancAjfirmed Allah the Mighty
Surah AtAhzab-- Verse 33

According to Ali, Prince of Believers (peace bpon him), he said, "We were with the Prophet
(saa&?) and he said, Tell me what is best for women? The Prince of Believers said, when | went
back to Fatima (peace be upon her) and told her about what the Prophet (saas) said to us, Fatima
said: 'lIt is bestor women not to see men and for the men not to see them.™

And in the Noble Narrative (She who went out of her home adorned with finery and ornaments or
scented with perfumes is under the cursing of Allah, angels and the people all together until she
goes back home. Neither a religious duty nor a gift shall be accepted from her until she performs
the ritual ablution. )

According to martyr Mohammad Mohammad Sadi¢satir (Sacred be his noble secret): "Was

the Virgin Mary (peace be upon her) unveiledsat Christian women be allowed to be unveiled?

Was Fatima aFZahra unveiled? And were the wives of the Caliphs in the First Caliphate or others
unveiled? No and then noéAllah forbid and far be i

Furthermore, His Eminence MohammaeSadr prohibited selfdoration and not wearing the veil
in a number of religious edicts, including:

Question: What is the punishment of the woman who does not commit to the legal veil?

Answer: In the name of the Supreme Being, She is an adulteress, amVesheroclaims
sinfulness, challenges and fights Allah and his Prophet and ignores and neglects religion. So what
would be her fate but hell and that is best outcome for her?

Question: What measure should be taken against a woman who disobeys hehtiatheand, or

her guardian by not committing to the legal veil?

Answer: In the name of the Supreme Being, they must order her in a courteous manner to abstain
from the forbidden. If she refuses, he then must guide and educate her religiously in order to
convince her. If she is not convinced still, then they must imprison her at home and do not expose
her to the forbidden interaction with men.

Note: Based on this, special committees have been established to follow up on this matter and she
who is warned is eoused.

Preparation
The People's Foundation for the MasteMalhdi Army.

Another letter possibly dated to May 14, 20Q@e year is unclearp targeted at a specific
Assyrian family:

8 sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. This is an expression that khsslise whenever the name of Prophet Muhammad is mentioned or
written. The meaning of it is: "May the blessings and the peace of Allah be upon him (Muhammad).
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