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The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, 

and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of 

Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here. 

 

Matthew 12:41 
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Executive Summary 

 

Assyrians are the only autochthonous people of 

Iraq, having lived in their ancestral lands in north 

Iraq since 5000 B.C. Assyrians are Christians, 

belonging to three main denominations: The Holy 

Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East, the 

Syriac Orthodox Church and the Chaldean Church 

of Babylon. The native language of Assyrians is 

neo-Syriac (neo-Aramaic). This distinct identity of 

Assyrians, especially their Christian faith, sets them 

apart from the rest of the population. 

 

Assyrians comprised 8% (1.5 million) of the Iraqi 

population in April of 2003. Since then 50% have 

fled the country. Of the 750,000 Iraqi refugees in 

Jordan up to 150,000 are Assyrians. Of the 1.2 

million Iraqi refugees in Syria, 70,000 to 500,000 

are Assyrians.  

 

From 1995 to 2010 421 Assyrians were killed. For 

the years 1995-2002 there were 19 murders, 

averaging 2.37 per year. After the liberation of Iraq 

in 2003, the average number of murders for the 

years 2003-2011 was 50.75, 2137% higher than for 

the years 1995-2002. The geographic distribution of 

the murders was 39.7% in north Iraq, 58.3% in 

central Iraq and 1.9% in south Iraq. Kurds, Sunnis, 

Shiites and al-Qaeda engaged in murdering 

Assyrians. Examples included: 

 

¶ A 2 month old infant kidnapped, beheaded, 

roasted and returned to its parents on a bed 

of rice 

¶ 14 year old Ayad Tariq decapitated because 

he is a "dirty Christian sinner" 

¶ A 14 year old boy crucified in his own 

village in Mosul 

¶ Fr. Paulos Iskander (Paul Alexander) kidnapped, beheaded and dismembered 

  

5 priests were kidnapped and released after ransom was paid. 7 priests and 3 deacons were 

murdered, for a total of 15. 8 of these occurred in Baghdad, 7 in Mosul. 

 

68 churches were attacked or bombed since June, 2004: 43 in Baghdad, 19 in Mosul, 5 in Kirkuk 

and 1 in Ramadi. 
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At least 13 young women were abducted and raped, causing some of them to commit suicide. 

 

Female students were targeted in Basra and Mosul for not wearing veils; some had nitric acid 

squirted on their faces. Elders of a village in Mosul were warned not to send females to 

universities. 

 

Mahdi Army personnel circulated a letter warning all Christian women to veil themselves. 

 

Al -Qaeda moved into an Assyrian neighborhood and began collecting the jizya and demanding 

that females be sent to the mosque to be married off to Muslims. 

 

Assyrian businesses were targeted. 95% of liquor stores were attacked, defaced or bombed. 500 

Assyrian shops in a Dora market were burned in one night. 

 

Property was confiscated by Kurds in the north and Shiites in Baghdad. 

 

Kurdish authorities denied foreign reconstruction assistance for Assyrian communities and used 

public works projects to divert water and other vital resources from Assyrian to Kurdish 

communities. Kurdish forces blockaded Assyrian villages 

 

Children were kidnapped and forcibly transferred to Kurdish families. 
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Introduction  

 

A systematic campaign of persecution of the Church of the East, Chaldean, Syriac Orthodox and 

Syriac Catholic Christians (collectively Assyrians) of Iraq is unfolding. It began in the Kurdish 

regions of north Iraq shortly after the first Gulf war and spread to Baghdad and Basra after the 

liberation of Iraq in April of 2003. In the last three months it has intensified and is now openly 

declared in some areas of Iraq. 

 

The persecution is not restricted to a single location, it is occurring in Basra in the south, in 

Baghdad in the center, and in the Kurdish controlled areas in the north. It is targeting Assyrians 

physically, economically, mentally, religiously and culturally. 

 

This campaign is targeting Iraq's only indigenous group, the Assyrians, and has forced nearly 

50% of the Assyrians to flee the country
1
. Assyrians comprised 8% (1.5 million) of the Iraqi 

population in April of 2003. Of the 750,000 Iraqi refugees in Jordan, Christian Solidarity 

International estimates that up to 150,000 are Assyrians. Of the 1.2 million Iraqi refugees in 

Syria, 70,000 to 500,000 are Assyrians. What is causing this Assyrian flight? 

 

Random Violence? 

 

There is a civil war, or something very close to it, happening in Iraq. Thousands of Sunnis and 

Shiites have been killed. Are Assyrians the random victims of this violence or are they targeted 

specifically because of their ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic distinctiveness? 

 

Assyrians
2
 are ethnically distinct from Arabs and 

Kurds. They are the only autochthonous people of Iraq, 

having lived in their ancestral lands in north Iraq since 

5000 B.C. Assyrians are Christians, belonging to three 

main denominations: The Holy Apostolic Catholic 

Assyrian Church of the East, the Syriac Orthodox 

Church and the Chaldean Church of Babylon. The 

native language of Assyrians is neo-Syriac
3
 (neo-

Aramaic). This distinct identity of Assyrians, especially 

their Christian faith, sets them apart from the rest of the 

population. 

 

Whereas Sunni-Shiite violence is characterized by 

mutual aggression, Muslim
4
-Assyrian violence is 

                                                 
1 UNHCR. Background Information on the Situation of Non-Muslim Religious Minorities in Iraq, October 2005, 

(http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbl=RSDLEGAL&id=4371cf5b4). Since this report was published, 

the exodus of Assyrians has dramatically increased and is now near 50%, as reported in the 2007 Annual Report Of The United 

States Commission On International Religious Freedom (http://www.aina.org/reports/uscirf2007.pdf). 
2 See Assyrians: Frequently Asked Questions, http://www.aina.org/faq.html and Brief History of Assyrians, 

http://www.aina.org/aol/peter/brief.htm. 
3 Modern Assyrian (neo-Syriac) is derived from Assyrian Aramaic (or Imperial Aramaic), the eastern branch of Aramaic that was 

made the second (after Akkadian) official language of Assyria in 752 BC. The western branch of Aramaic, Palestinian Aramaic, 

is now extinct. See http://www.aina.org/articles/akkadianwords.html and http://www.assyrianlanguage.com. 
4 We shall use the term Muslim to include Kurds and Sunni and Shiite Arabs, but not Turkmen. 

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/rsd/rsddocview.pdf?tbl=RSDLEGAL&id=4371cf5b4
http://www.aina.org/reports/uscirf2007.pdf
http://www.aina.org/faq.html
http://www.aina.org/aol/peter/brief.htm
http://www.aina.org/articles/akkadianwords.html
http://www.assyrianlanguage.com/
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unidirectional: Assyrians are exclusively the victims. Assyrians are unarmed and have not 

engaged in any acts of aggression. 

 

Muslim violence on Assyrians is primarily driven by deep religious prejudice and the strict 

application of Shari'a
5
 by Jihadists

6
. 

 

Being unarmed, oppressed and disadvantaged by centuries of prejudice and dhimmi
7
 status, the 

Assyrians have become the targets of persecution country-wide, from Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis. 

We shall show in the following pages that since Assyrians are not capable of defending 

themselves and are targeted as a class because of their distinct identity, what is now unfolding in 

Iraq can be termed an incipient genocide. 

 

Definition of Genocide 

 

We shall define genocide as prescribed in the UN Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 

of the Crime of Genocide
8
 (UNCG), which is the legal definition of genocide. There are other 

ways of defining genocide
9
, but they need not concern us. 

 

Article 2 of UNCG lays down the meaning of genocide: 

 
In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or 

in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 

 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 

whole or in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 

 

In the following pages we shall show that acts of type (a), (b), (c) and (e) have been committed 

against Assyrians in Iraq. 

 

Sources 

 

This report is based on published material. It is to be noted that a great number of crimes against 

Assyrians are unreported and unpublished. Many Assyrian refugees in Syria, Jordan and various 

European and American cities have stated that they or family members or friends were victims of 

murder and violence; but many of these refugees were too fearful to report the incidents, even 

when living outside of Iraq. 

 

                                                 
5 Shari'a is the Koranic religious law that cannot be superseded by any other law, such as secular, civil or international law. 
6 Jihadists in Iraq are not only Al-Qaeda Sunnis, but Muqtada al-Sadr Shiites as well. 
7 A legal status of Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians which nominal religious independence in exchange for acceptance of 

humiliating regulations designed to enforce the Koran's command that they "feel themselves subdued" (Sura 9:29). See 

http://www.dhimmi.org and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhimmi. 
8 http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/prev_genocide/convention.htm 
9 R. J. Rummel. Genocide, http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/GENOCIDE.ENCY.HTM 

http://www.dhimmi.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhimmi
http://www.un.org/Depts/dpa/prev_genocide/convention.htm
http://www.hawaii.edu/powerkills/GENOCIDE.ENCY.HTM
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Killing Members of the Group 

 

Appendix 1 lists the Assyrians murdered in Iraq from 1995 to 2008. 315 Assyrians were killed 

during this period.  

 

Figure 1 shows the number 

of murders by year. For the 

years 1995-2002 there are 

19 murders, averaging 2.37 

per year (counting 1996, 

2000 and 2001, which had 

no murders and are not 

shown in the graph). 

 

After the liberation of Iraq 

in 2003, the average 

number of murders for the 

years 2003-2011 is 50.75, 

which is 2137% higher than 

for the years 1995-2002. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2 shows the 

geographic distribution of 

the murders: 39.7% in north 

Iraq, 58.3% in central Iraq 

and 1.9% in south Iraq. 
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Figure 3 shows the yearly 

murders by region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following table shows the murderers and the number of their victims by year: 

 

 
Identity of  
Murderers 1995 1997 1998 1999 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

              Kurds 1 2 
 

2 1 1 1 3 2 
    Sunnis 

        
2 

    Shiites 
         

1 
   al-Qaeda 

      
40 

  
1 12 

 
52 

Unknown 0 10 2 0 1 10 74 31 71 37 15 15 34 
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Causing Serious Bodily or Mental Harm to Members of the Group 

 

Attacks on Religious Symbols and Institutions 

 

Attacks on Clergy 

 

The kidnapping and murder of clergy began on August 15, 2006. Since then, 5 priests have been 

kidnapped and released after ransom was paid, and 4 priests and 3 deacons have been murdered, 

for a total of 12. 5 of these have occurred in Baghdad, 7 in Mosul. 

 

The following is a list of priests kidnapped or killed: 

 

April 4, 2008-04-05 

 

Youssef Adel, a priest with Saint Peter's Church, was killed by gunmen 

traveling in a car around noon.
10

 

 

March 13, 2008 

 

Archbishop Paulus Faraj Rahho was 

kidnapped on February 29 in Mosul. His 

body was found on March 13. Three 

traveling companions, Faris, Rami, and Samir, were killed at the 

time of the kidnapping.
11

 

 

June 6, 2007 

 

Fr Hani Abdel Ahad, in his early 30s, was kidnapped a north-eastern section of Baghdad called 

Suleikh, along with five boys who were going with him to visit the city's minor seminar.
12

 

 

June 3, 2007 

 

Fr. Ragheed Ganni and three deacons were gunned down in their car in 

Mosul. The car was booby trapped with explosives to prevent anyone 

from retrieving the bodies.
13

 

 

May 20, 2007 

 

Fr. Nawzat P. Hanna was kidnapped in Baghdad and freed three days 

later. He was beaten while in captivity.
14

 

 

                                                 
10 http://www.aina.org/news/20080405055848.htm 
11 http://www.aina.org/news/20080229154859.htm 
12 http://www.aina.org/news/20070606134604.htm 
13 http://www.aina.org/news/20070603143027.htm 
14 http://www.aina.org/news/2007052292908.htm 

http://www.aina.org/news/20080405055848.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20080229154859.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20070606134604.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20070603143027.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/2007052292908.htm
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December 5, 2006 

 

Fr. Samy Al Raiys was kidnapped in Baghdad and subsequently released after ransom was 

paid.
15

 

 

November 30, 2006 

 

Fr. Mundhir al-Dayr of the Protestant Church in Mosul was found dead with a bullet in his head. 

He was abducted on November 26 and was found dead four days later. A message from the 

abductors demanded one million dollars as ransom or they will "kill all Christians starting with 

Fr. Al-Dayr."
16

 

 

November 19, 2006 

 

Fr. Doglas Yousef Al Bazy was kidnapped in Baghdad and released nine days later after ransom 

was paid.
17

 

 

October 9, 2006 

 

Fr. Paulos Iskander (Paul Alexander) was kidnapped by an unknown 

Islamic group and beheaded and dismembered three days later.
18

 

 

August 15, 2006 

 

Fr. Saad Sirop, 34, head of the Theology Department at Babel College, the 

only university-level Christian institution in Iraq, was kidnapped in Baghdad and released one 

month later.
19

 

 

Attacks on Churches 

 

The first church bombing 

occurred on June 26, 

2004, and drew little 

attention. Two 

unidentified men in a 

silver Opel throw a hand 

bomb at the Holy Spirit Church in Mosul. Five weeks later, on August 1
st
, 2004, coordinated 

bombings struck five churches, four in Baghdad and 1 in Mosul. 

 

68 churches have been bombed since June 26, 2004. Appendix 2 contains photographs of church 

bombings. The following table shows church bombings by year and location: 

 

                                                 
15 http://www.aina.org/news/2006120595730.htm 
16 AsiaNews, http://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,67216.0.html 
17 http://www.aina.org/news/20061120105018.htm 
18 http://www.aina.org/news/20061013195154.htm 
19 http://www.aina.org/news/20060818111054.htm 

Church 
Bombings 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Baghdad 11 
 

12 6 4 7 1 2 

Mosul 3 
 

3 
 

7 6 
  Kirkuk 

 
1 2 

 
2 

   Ramadi 1 
       Yearly subtotal 15 1 17 6 13 13 1 2 

Total 68 
       

http://www.aina.org/news/2006120595730.htm
http://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,67216.0.html
http://www.aina.org/news/20061120105018.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20061013195154.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20060818111054.htm
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The following is a list of churches bombed or attacked: 

 

April 24, 2011: 2 churches attacked 

 

On Easter Sunday a bomb exploded outside the Sacred Heart church in Baghdad. No 

parishioners were injured. A firefight occurred outside Mary the Virgin Catholic Church as 

congregants huddled inside.
20

 

 

October 31, 2010: 1 church attacked 

 

Our Lady of Deliverance Chaldean Catholic church, in the inner-city suburb of Karrada, was 

stormed by an Al-Qaeda affiliated group. 52 Assyrians were killed, including two priests.
21

 

 

December 23, 2009: 2 churches bombed. 

 

In Mosul the church of St. George and the church of St. Thomas were bombed, killing three 

people. The church of St. Thomas is 1200 years old.
22

 

 

December 15, 2009: 2 churches bombed. 

 

The Al Gahera (Our Lady of Purity) Syrian Orthodox Church in Mosul's city center was bombed 

and significantly damaged. 4 persons were killed and 40 injured. 

 

The Al Beshara (Annunciation) Syrian Catholic Church in Mosul was bombed at 10:30. The 

bomb caused a minor explosion and damaged the wall, but nobody was hurt.
23

 

 

November 26, 2009: 1 church, 1 convent bombed. 

 

In the western Jadida (New Mosul) district, the Church of 

St Ephrem and the St Theresa Convent of Dominican 

Nuns were bombed and heavily damaged. No casualties 

were reported.
24

 

 

July 12, 2009: 7 churches bombed. 

 

Seven churches were bombed in Baghdad, killing 4 and 

injuring 18. The churches are:
 
 

 

1. The Church of St Mary in Sharaa Philistine, were four were killed 

2. The Church of Saint George in the district at Madidi 

3. The St. Joseph Church in Nafak, western Baghdad 

4. The Church of the Sacred Heart 

                                                 
20 http://www.aina.org/news/20110424154010.htm  
21 http://www.aina.org/news/20101101215020.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20101101005521.htm 
22 http://www.aina.org/news/20091223131313.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20091223131437.htm  
23 http://www.aina.org/news/20091215172119.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20091216173353.htm 
24 http://www.aina.org/news/20091126150149.htm 

http://www.aina.org/news/20110424154010.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20101101215020.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20101101005521.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20091223131313.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20091223131437.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20091215172119.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20091216173353.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20091126150149.htm
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5. The church of St Peter and Paul 

6. The Assyrian Church of Saint Mary 

7. The St. James Church in Dora
25

 

 

October 13, 2008: 1 church bombed. 

 

The Miskinta Church of Mosul was bombed, damaging the building.
26

 

 

January 9, 2008: 2 churches bombed. 

 

Two churches were bombed in central and 

northern Kirkuk; three people were wounded.
27

 

January 6, 2008: 7 churches bombed. 

 

In Mosul: 

 

¶ Chaldean Church of Saint paul 

¶ Nunnery of Dominican Sisters 

¶ Orphanage of the Chaldean Sisters 

 

 

In Baghdad: 

 

¶ Rum Orthodox Church (where the 

guard was injured) 

¶ Mar Ghorghis Chaldean church in 

Ghadir area 

¶ Saint Paul Chaldean church in 

Zafaraniya area where, according to 

Mgr. Warduni, the car bomb was 

discovered before its explosion and 

defused. 

¶ Chladean sisters nunnery in Zafaraniya 

 

One man was slightly injured in these bombings.
28

 

 

June 4, 2007. 2 churches attacked. 

 

St. Jacob Church, near the Asia Neighborhood (Hay Asya) in Dora, was attacked and the 

Christian guards killed, the church was looted and will be turned into a mosque. St. John the 

Baptist Church near the Hay Al-Athoriyeen (Assyrian quarter) was also looted.
29

 

                                                 
25 http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165500.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20090712143910.htm, 

http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140407.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140255.htm, 

http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165831.htm, http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140222.htm 
26 http://www.aina.org/news/20081014223212.htm 
27 http://www.aina.org/news/2008019085642.htm 
28 http://www.aina.org/news/20080106162040.htm 

http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165500.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712143910.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140407.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140255.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712165831.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20090712140222.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20081014223212.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/2008019085642.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20080106162040.htm
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May 31, 2007. 1 convent attacked. 

 

Shiites occupied the Angel Raphael Convent, belonging to the Chaldean Sisters of the Scared 

Heart, in Dora, Baghdad and turned it into a base for military operations.
30

 

May 18, 2007. 1 church attacked. 

 

St. George Assyrian Church in the Dora neighborhood of Baghdad was firebombed.
31

 

 

April 14, 2007. 2 churches, 1 monastery attacked. 

 

An Islamic group forcefully removed the Cross from the churches of St. John and St. George in 

Dora, Baghdad. An affiliated Islamic group in Northern Iraq occupied the Assyrian monastery of 

Raban Hormuz.
32

 

 

November 1, 2006. 1 church bombed. 

 

Unknown assailants bombed the entrance of the Dominican Clock Church compound, a Catholic 

church in Mosul.
33

 

 

October 8, 2006. 1 church bombed. 

 

Two bombs exploded around 6:30 A.M. near the Church of Virgin Mary on Palestine road in 

Baghdad. The outer walls of the church were damaged and the windows of many parked cars 

that belong to the church were shattered. One policeman was killed and many bystanders were 

injured.
34

 

 

October 4, 5 2006. 1 church attacked. 

 

A group of men opened fire on the Chaldean Church of the Holy Spirit in Mosul, the second time 

in 8 days.
35

 

September 27, 2006. 1 church attacked. 

 

A rocket attack was launched against the Chaldean Catholic Church of the Holy Spirit in 

Mosul.
36

 

 

September 24, 2006. 1 church bombed. 

 

St. Mary's Cathedral, the home of His Holiness Mar Addai II, Patriarch of The Ancient Church 

of the East, was bombed. Located in the Riyadh district of Baghdad the cathedral experienced 

                                                                                                                                                             
29 http://www.aina.org/news/20070604130634.htm 
30 http://www.aina.org/news/20070601151953.htm 
31 http://www.aina.org/news/20070518182239.htm 
32 http://www.aina.org/news/20070414141226.htm 
33 http://www.aina.org/news/2006120893922.htm 
34 http://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,59303.0.html 
35 http://www.aina.org/news/20060926112353.htm 
36 http://www.aina.org/news/20060926220244.htm 

http://www.aina.org/news/20070604130634.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20070601151953.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20070518182239.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20070414141226.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/2006120893922.htm
http://www.ankawa.com/forum/index.php/topic,59303.0.html
http://www.aina.org/news/20060926112353.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20060926220244.htm
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dual bombings, a small IED followed, few minutes after, by a car detonation carrying a large 

amount of explosives. The bombing was timed to take place as the worshipers were leaving the 

Sunday morning sermon. 2 were killed and 20 injured.
37

 

 

September 8, 2006. 1 church bombed. 

 

Two bombs exploded in front of the main gate of a church in al-Za'faraniyya in Baghdad. The 

explosions caused damage to the church and injured the church guards.
38

 

June 2, 2006. 1 church bombed. 

Kaneesat al-Si'aood (The Church of Ascension) in Baghdad was attacked by a rocket bomb. The 

bomb caused damage to the church building and made a hole in the church dome.
39

 

 February 1 2006. 1 church bombed. 

 

The Baghdad Seventh-day Adventist Church was bombed for the second time in two years, 

injuring an armed guard, one of two permanently stationed to protect the church compound.
40

 

 

January 29, 2006. 4 churches bombed. 

 

Car bombs exploded outside the Vatican embassy and near four churches in Iraq, killing at least 

three people. 

 

In Kirkuk, three civilians were killed and one wounded in the attack on the Church of the Virgin, 

and six civilians were hurt in the blast outside an Orthodox church. 

In Baghdad, car bombs exploded outside St Joseph's Catholic Church in the suburb of Sina'a and 

an Anglican church in the eastern Nidhal area.
41

 

November 2, 2005. 1 church bombed. 

 

At approximately 5:00 P.M. a car bomb exploded near the Church of Mar Giwargis (St. George) 

in the Assyrian quarter of Almas district in Kirkuk. 3 were killed.
42

 

July 16, 2005 1 church bombed. 

 

A small explosion rocked the Assyrian Church in Habbaniya, Ramadi in Iraq. There was some 

damage to the roof of the church. 

 

December 7, 2004. 2 churches bombed. 

 

The Al-Tahira Chaldean Catholic Church and Armenian church that was under construction were 

bombed in Mosul. The first blast struck the al-Tahira ("the pure," in reference to the Virgin 

Mary) Church about 2:30 p.m. in al-Shifa' neighborhood, eastern Mosul. Ten armed men 

stormed the church, planted explosives throughout it, and set the bombs off wounding three 
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40 http://www.aina.org/news/2006020195451.htm 
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people and destroying most of it. An hour later, gunmen bombed in al-Wahda neighborhood, 

western Mosul, an Armenian church under construction. No casualties were reported there.
43

 

  

November 8, 2004. 1 church bombed. 

 

St Bahnam's Catholic church in Dora, Baghdad was bombed, killing 3 people and wounded 40.  

Police said a car bomb had exploded outside the church, but witnesses said it appeared 

explosives were planted nearby.
44

 

 

 

October 16, 2004. 5 churches bombed. 

 

Five churches were bombed in Baghdad in a coordinated attack. 

 

The church of Saint Joseph in the west of the Iraqi capital was hit at about 4:00 am (0100 GMT). 

 

Twenty minutes later, another blast ripped through the streets at another Saint Joseph church, in 

Dora, southern Baghdad. After another 20 minutes, Saint Paul's church was struck in the same 

area. 

 

At 4:50 am, the Roman Catholic St. George church in the central district of Karrada was rocked 

by a blast and engulfed in flames, leaving the wood-built sanctuary completely charred. 

 

A fifth explosion occurred about an hour later at Saint Thomas church in Mansour, to the west. 

 

An artillery shell, believed to be intended for the church, was fired into a car park between a 

hotel and Saint George's Anglican Church.
45

 

 

September 11, 2004. 1 church bombed. 

 

A car bomb exploded outside the Virgin Mary Seventh-Day Adventist Church in the Al-Saódoun 

Park in the center of Baghdad.
46

 

September 10, 2004. 1 church bombed. 

 

A bomb exploded at the Assyrian Anglican Church at al-Andalus Street in Baghdad. The 

explosion occurred during the night.
47

 

 

August 1, 2004. 5 churches bombed. 

 

Five Assyrian, and one Armenian, Churches were bombed simultaneously in Baghdad and 

Mosul. Twelve Assyrians were killed and some 60 injured: 
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1. Church Sayidat al-Najat (Our Lady of Salvation) - Karrada, Baghdad 

2. Church Sayidat al-Zohour (Our Lady of the Flowers) - Karrada, Baghdad (Armenian 

Catholic Church) 

3. Sts. Peter & Paul,  Dora, Baghdad 

4. St. Paul Church - Center of Mosul 

5. St. Elia, Baghdad 

6. St. Mary's Church in east Baghdad (car bomb disarmed by police)
48

 

 

June 26, 2004. 1 church attacked. 

 

Two unidentified men in a silver Opel throw a hand bomb at the Holy Spirit Church (al-Rooh al-

Qudos) in the Akha' quarter in Mosul. The explosion injured the sister of the priest.
49

 

 

Attacks on Women 

 

In December, 2006 Iraqi soldiers in Baghdad raided the house of Luana, a 22 year-old Assyrian 

Christian, on pretense of searching for insurgents. Luana lives with her brother, her family 

having immigrated to Sweden. Her brother is not home at the time of the raid. The soldiers ask 

unusual questions, give her strange looks. Two days later a soldier returns, enters her home, 

places his hand over her mouth and threatens to wait for her brother and kill him if she makes a 

sound. He drags her to the bedroom and rapes her. When finished, he instructs her not to file a 

police report else he will kill her brother.
50

 

 

Young Christian women are abducted and raped. Sources in some communities of nuns in 

Baghdad have relayed stories they witnessed. On October 8, 2006 young Christian women were 

abducted but under different circumstances: one at home as her helpless family could do nothing 

but watch; the other, at an open market where four armed men spirited her away in a car leaving 

behind a distraught mother. Often incidents do not end with the prisoner's release. In one case in 

Baghdad, the victim committed suicide after the ransom was paid and she went home, because of 

the torture and sexual violence she suffered. In another case, a young woman talked to her family 

by phone and told them: "I'm dead", referring to being gang raped. She eventually committed 

suicide whilst still in the hands of her tormenters. Unofficial estimates put the number of young 

women and girls abducted at 12.
51

 

 

Church leaders serving the Christian community of Karakush, Mosul, received a letter from 

Islamic militants in the last week of October, 2004, ordering them to allow Christian women to 

marry Muslim men (which in Muslim eyes means the women effectively convert to Islam). This, 

said the letter, would enable the women to be "blessed" and "purified" by their marriages.
52
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Attacks on Students 

 

On December 11, 2006 an unidentified Islamic group placed flyers at the Student Union at 

Mosul University; the flyers contained messages directed at Assyrian students and were placed 

in areas where Assyrian students congregate. The flyers warned the Christian Assyrian students 

that "in cases where non-Muslims do not conform to wearing the Hijab (head cover for women) 

and are not conservative with their attire in accordance with the Islamic way, the violators will 

have the Shari'a and the Islamic Law applied to them."
53

 

On June 14, 2006 at approximately 11:30 A.M. Iraqi Policemen approached a group of Assyrian 

students leaving the University of Mosul after completing their final exams and, at the order of 

the police group leader, started severely beating and harassing the students. The police held the 

students down and shaved their heads as a form of public embarrassment and forced them to 

walk down the street to further display their 'shame' to the public.
54

 

 

On January 29, 2006 a group of Muslim students at the University of Mosul attacked Assyrian 

students. Several fatwas (religious edicts) were issued by Islamic militias associated with Islamic 

religious schools against Christians in Iraq. During the attacks, Muslim students chanted anti 

Christian slogans declaring their victims "sinners, infidels, and agents of the West." According to 

reports, the attackers also urged the "expulsion of the Crusaders and sinners from schools and 

public institutions."
55

 

 

On March 15, 2005 some 30 members Muqtada al-Sadr's al-Mahdi Army attacked a group of 

Assyian engineering College students of Basra University. The students were having a picnic at 

al-Andalus Park in downtown Basra when a hooded gang attacked in the name of Islam and 

began to beat them with batons and sticks. Zahra Ashor was killed and fifteen others students 

were badly injured. When a fellow student attempted to help Zahra, he was shot in the head. The 

attacks were because the female students were not wearing the Islamic hijab (veil) and because 

the students were listening to music.
56

 

 

A letter received on November 2, 2004 by church leaders serving the Christian community of 

Karakush, Mosul, announced Muslims' intention of killing one person in every Christian family, 

as a punishment for the women not covering their heads and going to university. This followed 

pressure and threats from Islamic extremists against all women in Mosul, requiring them to cover 

their head with the hijab. A Christian woman was killed around 26th October for having her 

head uncovered. Two other Christian women who were seen bareheaded in a market had nitric 

acid squirted in their faces.
57

 

 

The ChaldoAssyrians Student and Youth Union of Mosul announced in a press release dated 

10/18/2004 that 1500 Assyrians students stopped attending Mosul University effective 

10/16/2004. The Student Union cited intense pressure on the Christian students by Muslims, 

especially on female students to wear the Muslim vale, and a lack of security as the basis for the 
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boycott. The students had been harassed repeatedly and had received numerous threats from 

Muslims.
58

 

 

On February 17, 2004 at the Ankawa Boys High School, a group of Kurdish students from the 

Kurdistan Student Union entered classes and while classes were in session, they distributed 

applications to students to join the Kurdistan Student Union. The ChaldoAssyrian Student and 

Youth Union protested the illegal act.
59

 

 

Inflicting Psychological Terror  

 

The attack on religious institutions and symbols has a profound effect on the Assyrians of Iraq. 

The case of Fr. Ganni, discussed above, very clearly demonstrates this. It is not enough that he 

and three deacons were killed; by booby trapping their car, in which they lay mortally wounded, 

by explosives, the murderers sought to terrorize the Assyrians by instilling a feeling of 

impotence and helplessness in them, by denying them the decency of tending to their dead. 

 

There is no greater symbol of life and hope for Christians than the Cross and the crucifixion of 

Jesus Christ. This very symbolism was inverted and used to terrorize the residents of the al-Basra 

district in Mosul. On October 10, 2006 a 14 year old boy was crucified in al-Basra. An email 

from a priest in Sweden, Adris Hanna, describes the Muslim terror campaign against the 

Christians in Iraq: 

 
The Syriac-Orhtodox priest Paulos Iskandar was kidnapped this Monday, October 9, and beheaded 

today Wednesday October 11. 

 

The Bishop in Mosul wrote me an email tonight and told me that the funeral will be held in Mosul 

tomorrow. 

 

Christians are living a terrified life in Mosul and Baghdad. Several priests have been kidnapped, 

girls are being raped and murdered and a couple of days ago a fourteen year old boy was crucified 

in the Christian neighborhood Albasra. 

 

I have also spoken to a group of nuns that were robbed and treated brutally on their way between 

Baghdad to Amman in Jordan. 

 

The murder of father Paulus is the final blow for Christians, and now only hell is expected for the 

Christians of Iraq. 

We the oriental Christians in Sweden and the rest of the Western world must protest against the 

genocide. We must do what we can to stop the rape, threats, hatred, robberies, murdersé We must 

do something.
60

 

 

The award winning Swedish journalist Nuri Kino
61

 contacted the family of the crucified boy on 

behalf of AINA. He reported that the family was in shock and did not want to speak to anyone 

not only because of their intense grief, but because they did not want to provoke additional 

violence. The family intended to leave Iraq as soon as possible. So effective was the terror effect 
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of the crucifixion that even the victim's family could not properly grieve for its son. The 

Assyrian community in al-Basra was terrified. 

 

Imposing Islamic Law 

 

Letters from Sadr Shiites 

 

An undated letter issued by Muqtada al-Sadr's Mahdi army to Christians in Baghdad ordered 

Christian women to veil themselves or face grave consequences. The letter, obtained and 

translated by AINA on May 30, 2007
62

, stated that the Virgin Mary was not unveiled and so 

Christian women should not be unveiled. The letter ended with an ominous note that committees 

have been established to monitor the Christian populace and enforce the decree. Here is the 

Arabic letter: 

 

 

Here is the translation: 

 
The Legal Veil 

 

Allah be praised, said in His perfect and noble book: 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 
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(And do not display yourselves like that of the times of ignorance) -- Affirmed Allah the Mighty 

Surah Al-Ahzab -- Verse 33 

 

According to Ali, Prince of Believers (peace be upon him), he said, "We were with the Prophet 

(saas
63

) and he said, Tell me what is best for women? The Prince of Believers said, when I went 

back to Fatima (peace be upon her) and told her about what the Prophet (saas) said to us, Fatima 

said: 'It is best for women not to see men and for the men not to see them.'" 

 

 And in the Noble Narrative (She who went out of her home adorned with finery and ornaments or 

scented with perfumes is under the cursing of Allah, angels and the people all together until she 

goes back home. Neither a religious duty nor a gift shall be accepted from her until she performs 

the ritual ablution. ) 

 

 According to martyr Mohammad Mohammad Sadiq al-Sadr (Sacred be his noble secret): "Was 

the Virgin Mary (peace be upon her) unveiled so that Christian women be allowed to be unveiled? 

Was Fatima al-Zahra unveiled? And were the wives of the Caliphs in the First Caliphate or others 

unveiled? No and then noéAllah forbid and far be it from all of them." 

 

Furthermore, His Eminence Mohammad al-Sadr prohibited self-adoration and not wearing the veil 

in a number of religious edicts, including: 

 

Question: What is the punishment of the woman who does not commit to the legal veil? 

Answer: In the name of the Supreme Being, She is an adulteress, and she even proclaims 

sinfulness, challenges and fights Allah and his Prophet and ignores and neglects religion. So what 

would be her fate but hell and that is best outcome for her? 

Question: What measure should be taken against a woman who disobeys her father, husband, or 

her guardian by not committing to the legal veil? 

Answer: In the name of the Supreme Being, they must order her in a courteous manner to abstain 

from the forbidden. If she refuses, he then must guide and educate her religiously in order to 

convince her. If she is not convinced still, then they must imprison her at home and do not expose 

her to the forbidden interaction with men. 

 

Note: Based on this, special committees have been established to follow up on this matter and she 

who is warned is excused. 

 

Preparation 

The People's Foundation for the Master al-Mahdi Army. 

 

Another letter possibly dated to May 14, 2003 (the year is unclear) is targeted at a specific 

Assyrian family: 

 

                                                 
63 Sallallahu 'alaihi wa sallam. This is an expression that Muslims use whenever the name of Prophet Muhammad is mentioned or 

written. The meaning of it is: "May the blessings and the peace of Allah be upon him (Muhammad). 
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