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Pakistani Muslims Burn A Christian Man to Death, Policeman Rapes His Wife

Posted GMT 3-24-2010 0:9:28

Washington -- International Christian Concern (ICC) has learned that a Christian man, Arshed Masih, died yesterday after Muslims burned
him alive for refusing to recant his faith. Additionally, a Muslim policeman raped Masih's wife.

Masih and his wife, Martha, worked and lived at the house of Sheik Mohammad Sultan, a powerful Muslim businessman in Rawalpindi,
Pakistan, since 2005.

In January, Muslim religious leaders and Sheik Sultan asked Masih and his family to convert to Islam. Masih and his family refused to
convert and informed Sheik Sultan that they were going to quit working for him. The Sheik became furious and warned Masih that he
would kill him if he quit. Masih told his family and friends about the entire incident. Christian leaders tried to persuade the Sheik to let
Masih and his family leave his house.

On March 14, Sheik Sultan's house was robbed. He filed a case of theft of 500,000 Rupees ($ 5,952) against Martha. After taking them
for questioning, the police assaulted Masih and raped Martha. Two days later, Sheik Sultan told the couple that he would ask the police to
release them if they converted to Islam. The couple refused to recant their faith.

On March 19, Masih was set on fire in front of the police station. At the time, three Muslim religious leaders and three policemen were
present at the scene. The perpetrators have not been identified.

Masih was taken to the Holy Family Hospital where he received treatment for three days before finally dying today.

Masih's children Mary, 12, Nasir, 10, and Neha, 7, are deeply traumatized after witnessing acts of brutality against their family at the
hands of Muslims.

ICC's Regional Manager for South Asia, Jonathan Racho, said "We are outraged and deeply saddened by the murder of Masih and the
rape of Martha by the police. As this case clearly indicates, Pakistani Christians are treated as less than animals by the Muslims. We
urge the president of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zadari, and other high level government officials to bring the perpetrators of the attacks to justice.”

International Christian Concern
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