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NOTE.
In the Oriental names that occur in the following pages,

i has generally the sound of ee, as in Ashitha and Serspidbo.

u has uniformly the sound of oo.

aa represents the Arabic Ayin, as in Baad ; and

kh stands for the rough, guttural h of the Shemitish languages.

oo sometimes occurs instead of u, partly through inadvertence, but mostly in deference

to others who have estabUshed the orthography of such names as Yoosuf, Oroomiah, &c_

The pronunciation of the last is Urmy, both in Mosul and Tyary.

It any complain of the various modes in which different writers spell the same names,

they are referred to Mr. Layard, who justly observes, in a note page 370, of his "Babylon

and Nineveh,"— "The difficulty of getting a correct name, either of a person or place, in

Kurdistm, is very great. The same name is pronounced in a variety of ways, and is sub-

ject to all manner of additions and contractions, so that travellers can scarcely avoid falling

into frequent errors."



PREFACE

Every one familiar with the history of the American Board of

Commissioners for Foreign Missions must have noticed how few

memoirs we have of its missionaries. Out of more than one thou-

sand laborers whom it has sent into the field during a period of

more than forty years, many of whom have passed away to their final

reward, there are, setting aside some excellent biographies of mis-

sionary women, extended notices of but six, — namely, Levi Parsons,

Pliny Fisk, Gordon Hall, David Abeel, Samuel Munson and Henry

Lyman,— while of its many excellent missionary-physicians we

have not a single biography.

That this want has been felt, at least in the case of Dr. Grant,

appears from the small memoir published in 1847. Of this work—
very excellent so far as it went — the writer would say, in the lan-

guage of Dr. Perkins, " The imperfect memoir which appeared a few

years ago only made me more anxious that a more full and suitable

record of his eminent worth, devoted life, and arduous labors, should

be given to the world." But, desirous as he was that this should be

done, he would never have thought of doing it himself, but for a

request from Mr. S. H. Grant to prepare a brief memorial of his

father. The vain effort to compress the subject into the few pages

allowed him at that time led him to arrange the facts with which he

was familiar, that so much valuable material might not be lost ; and
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the result of a year's labor, during the intervals of more pressing

duties, now lies before the reader.

It has been pleasant to the writer to live over again the happy

hours once spent with those now, as we trust, before the throne, and

trace out the results of their afflictions, not only in their own ineet-

ness for heaven, but also in the blessings still descending on the

scene of their sufferings.

In the preparation of the work, many letters have been quoted

only in part, and the journals of Dr. Grant have been much abbre-

viated ; but, as he expressed a regret that his writings were so verbose,

and intended, in case he published again, to subject every sentence

to the most rigid condensation, it was felt to be a sacred duty to

carry out his wishes iu the manner which would have been most

agreeable to him were he still alive.

The map has been prepared mostly from original materials col-

lected by Dr. Grant and his associates. That by Mr. Layard has

also been consulted. Great pains have been taken, and no expense

spu-ired, to render it an important addition to our geographical

knowledge of that region.

In conclusion, the writer would express his obligations to the

former associates of Dr. Grant in Oroomiah, for the letters they have

kindly furnished him ; to his eldest son, and also to the widow and

brother of Dr. A. Smith, for similar favors ; to Dr. Anderson, for

the free access lie has granted to the library of the Board and

importiint manuscripts ; and gladly would he make more specific

mention of those friends to whose judicious suggestions the work is

indebted for valuable corrections and improvements.

West Roxbury, May, 1853.
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I. PORTRAIT or DR. GRANT, (Frontispiece).

The portrait is copied from a very correct daguerreotype likeness,

taken in 1841 ; and the autograpfi' was penned during his last sick-

ness, at the close of the last letter he ever wrote.— (See p. 394.)

II. MAP OF THE NESTORIAN COUNTRY AND REGION ADJACENT.

III. VIEW OF TREBIZONI), 40

This is a walled city, though the wall does not appear in the view.

' The residences of the Missionaries are on the rising ground, just above

the consulates, which may be distinguished by the flags. The road to

Erzrum lies up the valley to the right. High mountains rise all

around behind the hill represented in the engraving, appearing to the

traveller, as he approaches from the sea, like a lofty wall, enclosing

the paradise below. Their snowy summits are, for the most part,

wrapped in clouds.

IV. VIEW OF ERZRUir,
'

l,j

In the foreground appears a Bazaar, with tradei's seated here and

there in the Dikkans. The columns at the end of the street are the

minarets of an ancient mosque, and conti-ast favorably with the

clumsier modern structures of the same kind round about. The pyr-

amid behind the wall to the right is a mausoleum, in the style of the

tomb of Caius Cestius, at Rome, such as is often seen in the ancient

cities of Asia Minor.

V. YEZIDEES, 120

This is the dress generally worn in their villages near Mosul.

VI. THE ZAB AMONG THE MOUNTAINS. 142

This is a view of the river between Bedyalatha and the Berzawa, as

described on p. 143.

VII. BRIDGE IN TYARY, 252

The weight of the centre-piece, in one instance, as measured by Dr.

Smith, about ninety feet from pier to pier, is balanced by stones, piled
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on the opposite ends i)f the pieces nearest the shore, as seen on the left.

The passage of such structures is diflficult, at the best ; and we need

not wonder that Dr. Grant was obliged to cross one in the manner

described on p. 264, when it was old and out of repair.

VIII. SPECIMENS OF SYRIAC WRITING, 267

The cipher above the two lines is used at the beginning of every let-

ter or document, and consists of the name of God, as it occurs in Ps.

68 : 4, with a symbol of the Trinity over it.

IX. THE SEAL OF MAR SHIMON (actual size),
267

This is impressed in ink, just as here represented. The curious in

such matters may find in it no less than thirteen crosses.

X. ANCIENT SEAL FROM NINEVEH, 290

This was purchased.by M. Botta from an Arab, who found it on the

surface of an ancient mound, after a rain.

XL NESTORIANS FROM JELU, 302

This is the general dress of the mountaineers, though in Tyary they

wear a conical hat, and another coat without sleeves is often worn

over the dress "here represented. As to the ability of the women to

carry burdens, see p. 147.

Xn. HOrSE IN TYARY, ^lo

The men in the foreground wear the hat referred to p. 336. The

house is one of the better class. In winter the lower story is used,

and in summer the upper one is not too open for comfort. The walls

are adorned with the horns of the mountain goat.

Xin. MOSUL, AS SEEN FROM NINEVEH, 3^2

The mound and village of Nebbi Tuniis are directly in front. The

low mounds extending thence to the right are the remains of a part

of the wall of Nineveh. The extreme south-east corner of Koyunjik

is just visible in the edge of the plate.

On the left of the village, the Serai (or palace,— it comprises the

barracks also) rises on the bank of the Tigris, below the city. The

bridge is hidden by the mosque of Nebbi Yunus, and directly ovev

the latter rises the highest minaret in Mosul. It is built of brick, and

belongs to a mosque, which was once a Christian church. It leaus

a little to one side, and is the most conspicuous object in the city.

The house occupied by Dr. Grant, and afterwards by Mr. Layard,

stands on the high ground seen leyond Nebbi Yiiniis to the right. In

the foreground, cattle are loaded, as described on p. 234,
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CHAPTER I.

PARENTAGE EARLY LIFE HOME TRAINING EDUCATION JLA-RRIAGE

BRAINTRIM CHKISTIAN ACTIVITY BEREAVEMENT UTICA USEFUL-
NESS THERE.-

In the town of Marshall, N. Y., near the top of an eminence

still known as " Grant's Hill," an old yellow house, two stories

high, looks out on dark-green woods, sunny slopes and fruitful

farms. Here, on the 17th of Aug-ust, 1807, Dr. Asahel Grant

was born. The place is changed since then. Strangers occupy

the old homestead, and few of the neighbors remember the

subject of this narrative.

He was the second son of William and Rachel Grant ; in

whom God had not only provided pious parents for the fiiture

missionary, but such as, converted in early life, had grown up

with tastes and habits sanctified by a spiritual faith. They were

chosen, too, from one of the most favored nurseries of New
England piety,— Litchfield county. Conn.,— a region noted

for pure revivals, and for the sterling, intelligent type of its

piety. There Bellamy lived and labored. There was the mis-

sion school, in Cornwall. From that county went out Samuel J.

Mills and others, to bless the world. It furnished, also, one of

the two missionaries who were afterwards permitted to share

the labors of Dr. Grant in Kurdistan.

His parents were eminently given to prayer ; and that, not

merely for themselves or neighbors, but for the world. Th^

kingdom of Christ held a prominent place in their supplications.

2





CHAPTEH I.

PARENTAGE EARLY LIFE HOME TRAINING EDUCATION MARRIAGE
BRAINTRIM CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY BEREAVEJIENT UTICA— USEFUL-
NESS THERE.-

In the town of Marshall, N. Y., near the top of an eminence

still known as " Grant's Hill," an old yellow house, two stories

high, looks out on dark-green woods, sunny slopes and fruitful

farms. Here, on the 17th of August, 1807, Dr. Asahel Grant

was born. The place is changed since then. Strangers occupy

the old homestead, and few of the neighbors remember the

subject of this narrative.

He was the second son of William and Rachel Grant ; in

whom God had not only provided pious parents for the future

missionary, but such as, converted in early life, had grown up

with tastes and habits sanctified by a spiritual faith. They were

chosen, too, from one of the most favored nurseries of New
England piety,— Litchfield county, Conn.,— a region noted

for pure revivals, and for the sterling, intelligent type of its

piety. There Bellamy lived and labored. There was the mis-

sion school, in Cornwall. From that county went out Samuel J.

Mills and others, to bless the world. It famished, also, one of

the two missionaries who were afterwards permitted to share

the labors of Dr. Grant in Kurdistan.

His parents were eminently given to prayer ; and that, not

merely for themselves or neighbors, but for the world. Th^

kingdom of Christ held a prominent place in their supplications.

2



It is said that his father never failed to remember his children

at the family altar, and his mother often took them with her to

her closet, to plead with them and for them before God.

It reveals something of the character of these prayers, and

the lives of those who offered them, that before the father died

all, save one, of his children were hopefully converted, while the

mother was permitted to live to rejoice in hope for them all.

Such were the parents of Dr. Grant ; and we should fail to

detect the more important influences that gave direction to his

character, if we do not look in on those seasons of family devo-

tion in the household of that pious farmer, and hear the mother

speaking to her children of Eliot and Brainerd, and the Saviour

who commanded them to preach his gospel to them that sit in

darkness.

It deserves notice that the Rev. S. Kirkland, who had been

a missionary to the Indians for forty years, died in the very

town where Dr. Grant was born, while he was yet an infant in

his cradle. What effect the memory of that good man, as dwelt

on by his mother in his boyish years, may have had in deciding

his future course, can never be known till we see the connec-

tions that bind together the kingdom of Christ in all ages in the

light of heaven. Be that as it may, no one can read his letters

to his mother, revealing ardent affection and esteem, unchanged

to the very last, and not feel that it was no common impression

in childhood that continued through all his changing career so

fresh and clear to the end. Just before his death, he stated that

the early religious impressions made by his godly mother had

followed him in all his wanderings through life. Courage, then,

Christian mother ! you deem your sphere of action humble and

obscure, but you may be moulding a character tha^ shall be felt

around the globe and down through distant ages.

Mere piety, however, and prayerfulness, are not the only

requisites of a good parent. A judicious method of discipline,

"firmly carried through, is essential in the training of children
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who are to,be useful in after life; and, therefore, we are not sur-

prised to learn that the parents of Dr. Grant were found faith-

ful in this, also. Wlien he was about two years old, his mother

had a severe struggle to secure his obedience ; but, severe though

it was, she did not stop till he was subdued,— and a word, or

even a look, from her afterwards, was enough.

His disposition was naturally very pleasant. He was remark-

ably obliging, even in childhood ; and none that knew the man

will forget the loveliness of this trait, that seemed to have been

ripening from his earliest years.

He early manifested a preference for the medical profession.

The money given him was carefully saved till he was about

seven years of age ; and before any of the family were aware, he

had a drawer neatly fitted up as a miniature apothecary's shop.

In this may be seen the bud of that decision and self-reliance

that afterwards carried through greater enterprises alone and

unaided.

His school life began in the district school-house, a mile from

his father's house ; and, at ten years of age, he might be seen

poring over his books, while others played. Nor were these

mere story-books, but history and science were already his

chosen themes. While engaged on the farm, he read many a

volume fastened to the plough ; and at the " nooning," when

others slept, he was reading. Still, it would seem that his

father did not do much to encourage this ardent thirst for knowl-

edge, for he needed his help on the farm, and, perhaps, feared

lest he might lose it. But his mother did all in her power to

foster his love of books, for to her mind it was full of promise

fur the future.

Such good training at home was not thwarted by bad influ-

ences from without. He was far removed from the distracting

sights and demoralizing habits of the city. His home was in the

midst of an intelligent people, who loved the gospel, and there-,

fore promoted education. The spirit of the devoted missionary
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who had laid his bones among them seemed to remain in the

community ; and their aeademy had, doubtless, other and

deeper connections with Kirkland than his name. There were

libraries, to whose stores of information Dr. Grant had early

access ; and, no doubt, young men like-minded with himself,

whose intercourse was mutually beneficial.

His temper was naturally quick, but at the age of twelve he

had already attained that mastery of himself which many who

begin later struggle for in vain. Impatience and fretfulness do

not mar the pleasant recollections treasured up in the memories

of his friends.

About this time occurs a noticeable link in the chain of

providences fitting him for the future. His services were so

valuable on the farm, that probably his father would never have

consented to his leaving it, had not a severe wound from an axe

in one of his feet so unfitted him for agricultural labor that

he was allowed to gratify his oft-repeated desire to study

medicine.

It must have been before this accident that he was in the

habit of jumping on his father's colts, and riding about the pas-

ture without saddle or bridle, despite all their efforts to throw

him off ; an early development of his characteristic fearlessness

and tact. With a constitution invigorated by out-door exercise,

and the simple habits of his early home, he now spent two or

three terms at an academy, and one term at Hamilton College,

in the study of chemistry.

When only sixteen, he taught a school with marked success,

and with the dignity of riper years ; and then continued his

academical studies, till he commenced the study of medicine with

Dr. Hastings, of Clinton. That this last relation was a pleasant

one, we may infer from his giving the name of his instructor to

his eldest son. He also attended the usual lectures at Fairfield,

and at Pittsfield, Massachusetts ; and near the close of his
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studies spent a year with Dr. Douglass, theu a noted surgeou in

Utica.

Thus, while Dr. Grant was well trained as a physician, he did

not enjoy the advantages of a liberal education. This he always

felt to be a disadvantage, though his early habits of reading

were never intermitted, when books were within his reach ; and

he himself would have warned impatient youth that, though it

may seem a waste of time, yet a regular, thorough education is

a real saving, in the better qualification it gives for doing good.

However amiable and moral, Dr. Grant was not yet a Chris-

tian. Like others at his age, he was gay, and fond of worldly

amusements. But the prayers that for more than nineteen

years had been ascending for him were now to be answered.

It is to be regretted that we have no full record of his religious

feelings at the time of his conversion. We want to know more
of the beginning of a religious life whose subsequent develop-

ment was so marked ; but so much as we know makes it mani-

fest that, not as some, desiring only happiness from Christ, and,

therefore, never finding it, but as a sinner deserving destruction,

who could neither save himself nor urge any claim on Christ for

salvation, he cast himself on His mercy, and found peace through

faith. With the foundation of missionary character thus laid in

a personal union to the Saviour, he increased in fitness for the

work, by his diligent labors for the salvation of his late associ-

ates, joined to a great delight in the closet and in the word of

God,— two tilings that at the very ends of the earth more than

make up the loss of all earthly friends.

He joined the Presbyterian church in Clinton, and it need

scarce be added that henceforth he took a deep interest in the

missionary work ; for how can it be otherwise with one who loves

the Saviour of the world, and lives for his glory ?

One of his companions, who most deeply sympathized with his

new feelings, and was the more immediate means of the change,

was Miss Electa S. Loomis, of Torrington, Connecticut. Beau-

2*
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tiful in person, of an amiabh tcmiter, having well improved her

advantages for an education, she was every way worthy of his

ardent attachment. Her piety must have been deep and decided,

and she herself possessed of no little weight of character, to exert

the influence she did on the gay young physician. But he was

just the man to appreciate her excellence, and they were mar-

ried when he was yet in his twentieth year. A union formed

in such circumstances was likely to be happy, for their affec-

tion, being largely imbued with love to Christ, was fitted to be

permanent. A year afterwards he received his diploma, and

settled one hundred and thirty miles from Utiea, in the rural

village of Braintrim, just over the line of Pennsylvania, on the

banks of the beautiful Susquehanna. He evidently carried his

religion with him, for he was chosen Euling Elder in the little

church.

During most of their residence here the church was without

a pastor ; and it speaks well for the position Dr. Grant occupied

as a Christian, that while there he read more sermons to the

congregation on the Sabbath than he had the privilege of hear-

ing preached. He neither belonged to those physicians whose

business is so pressing during the hours devoted to public wor-

ship that they cannot attend, nor to those church-members

whose presence in the sanctuary depends mainly on the degree

of attraction in the pulpit, and who go to the prayer-meeting

only when not likely to be called on to take a part. His piety

was not of that spongy character that is dry and hard save as

it absorbs moisture from without, and then refuses to impart it

except under pressure. It vras like the fountain, ever filled

from the fulness there is in Christ, and ever imparting what it

had to others.

God seems to have had another object in placing him there.

His duties as physician often led him to ford the river when the

current almost carried away his horse ; and when that had to he

left behind md he could crops the swollen stream only in a
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canoe, then ho was compelled to walk long distances over the

hills, as though He who had called him to toil among the rug-

ged defiles of Kurdistan took this method to prepare him for

iiis work.

His moral courage was so conspicuous, in surmounting the

difficulties of his position here, as to lead a friend to write after-

wards to the American Board,— " If you have a field requiring

great physical activity and moral courage, lie is the man. If

called to it, no fear but he will endure hardness as a good sol-

dier of Jesus Christ." We need no records of their stay in

Braintrim to assure us that two such congenial spirits were

happy in the prosecution of every good work. But that happi-

ness was short. The missionary needed to be prepared for

future scenes by suffering as well as hardships ; and his beloved

Electa was taken from him, after four short years of delightful

cooperation in efforts to do good. Hers seems to have been a

missionary spirit ; and, though not permitted to enter the field,

who knows how much she did to prepare ber husband for his

future toils, so that, though dead, she still speaks In Mosul and

Tyary, as well as in that quiet village on the Susquehanna !

We have a glimpse, and but a glimpse, of her gentle spirit, when

on her death-bed, speaking of the children she was so soon to

leave, she says to her weeping husband, " The Lord will take

care of them." Words repeated by him also, when he spoke of

those same children, on his own death-bed, in a distant land.

She left two sons, the oldest now the popular librarian of the

New York Mercantile Library Association ; and the other,—
then five months old,— a graduate of Kenyon College, in Ohio ;

both adorning a profession of devotion to the God of their

fathers.

Four days after the beginning of her last sickness, her hus-

band was prostrated with bilious fever, and his life trembled In

the balance when she was carried to the grave. His mother, as

soon as she heard of it, hastened to his bedside. Her daughter-
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in-law hud been dead some days when she arrived, and, after

staying through some weeks of her son's convalescence, she

kindly took his motherless babe to her own home. Thanks to

God for a mother's love ! Her child may leave her and set uj)

another and a distant home, and yet, at the first news of afflic-

tion, the same hand that helped us in infancy, and the same

voice that soothed our childish grief, hastens to comfort us, as

kind and tender, and, if possible, more gentle than before.

As soon as he was able. Dr. Grant settled up his affairs, and,

with his oldest son, exchanged the scene of so much sorrow for

the friendly shelter of his father's roof. He suffered, but he did

not complain. He felt that the dearest objects of earthly affec-

tion are lent but for a moment. . And, as he found the greatest

comfort in reviewing their mutual efforts to serve God, he

devoted himself as never before to self-denying labor for Christ.

He was led to look in on another world ; but, instead of impatient

desire to enter into rest, he consecrated himself afresh to the

work of bringing others, through grace, to that glorious inher-

itance.

The preparatory discipline God designed for him in Brain-

trim was now completed, and in a few weeks he was led to

settle in Utica, the last remove previous to entering on the

great work before him. He here entered into partnership with

an experienced physician, whose removal, some eighteen months

after, left him a large and lucrative practice. Here, again, he

took at once a decided stand as a Christian. He was ever in

his place on the Sabbath, and took an active part in prayer-

meetings during the week. He was the prime mover in a phiu

to supply the poor with useful reading, and, in the words of a

livhuT witness, "as an active Christian layman, he had no supe-

rior hi the city." He exerted himself in the most self-denying

forms of Christian effort, such as labors among the poor and the

boatmen on the canal. So identified was he with these efforts,

that he was known to many as " the friend of the poor," a title
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he shared in common with the late Dr. William Gordon, in our

father-land. In his practice he did not seek wealth, but useful-

ness, according to the command,— whether, therefore, ye eat or

drink, or whatever ye do, do all to the glory of God.

In kind, assiduous attention to his patients, he was excelled

by none. The poor preferred him. During the prevalence of

the cholera in 1832, he was "in labors more abundant." Says

his pastor. Dr. S. C. Aikin, " Never was a man more active than

he in that time of suifering, till he himself was prostrated by the

disease. I well remember the hour. It was in a house where

all were sick,— the father and a lovely daughter in the agonies

of death. Passing from room to room, I found him sitting by

the kitchen fire, his head resting on his hands. I saw at once

the disease was on him, and yet could scarce persuade him to

retire and take Care of himself. His compassion, no less than

his fortitude and wonderful power of endurance, sometimes

carried him too far. But he felt he was called to minister to

the poor, and that no personal sacrifice must be spared."

Unlike those who are never ready to act till others are, he

was always ready to go forward in doing good. He was active

when others were stupid and lifeless ; such an one as a pastoi

could safely lean on ; and yet, with all his zeal, he showed great

prudence and sound judgment. He had, withal, an uncommon

facility at living peaceably with all men ; and it is no slight

evidence of this, that he secured the confidence and esteem of

his brother physicians,— a holy skill he never lost in any scene

of future labor. He showed great tact in approaching men, so

as to disarm prejudice, and make a stranger feel at once that

he was a friend ; an impression subsequent intercourse never

counteracted. He was one of the select few who can do gooc\

and deal faithfully, yet without giving offence. Though an

uncompromising foe to Popery, he had the confidence of the

Papists, beyond, perhaps, any other Protestant in Utica. Even

their priests recommended him as the best and most honest
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physician in the place, teaching us that love to those in error

is compatible with the most steadfast attachment to the truth,

and will do good when bitterness and bigotry only bar the road

to usefulness.

It was some evidence of the estimation in which he was held

by good men, that after only one year's residence in the place,

he was chosen elder in the First Presbyterian Church, though he

was then only in his twenty-fourth year, and none of his asso-

ciates had numbered less than forty. " Owing to his sense of

unfitness and comparative youth," says his pastor, already

quoted, " he was hardly persuaded to accept the ofiice to which

he was unanimously chosen ; but the choice was judicious, and

most fortunate for the church. He was both popular and use-

ful ; though young, he was wise in council ; and so consistent

was his life, so devoted in visiting from house to house, so aficc-

tionate and yet faithful in instruction and admonition, that he

soon secured the confidence, not only of the church, but of the

impenitent also. However they found fault with some, all

readily admitted that Dr. Grant was a true believer. The

church was loth to part with him, for seldom is a church

blessed with such an ofl&cer. Too many elders count their duty

done, if now and then they attend a meeting of session ; but

he regarded the ofiice as involving the duty of being an exam-

ple to the church, and cooperating with the pastor in active

labor ; in short, an investiture demanding the entire consecra-

tion of time and talents to Christ."

He had such a winning way of conversing on religious sub-

jects, and his life added such force to his words, that in revivals

he was eminently useful. The secret of his usefulness was felt

to be Christ dwelling in him. His pastor loved to see him in a

meeting for inquirers, he was so still and solemn, so happy in

n\eeting objections and removing difficulties.

As a teacher in the Sabbath-school, he was very faithful, and
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seldom absent ; beloved by his class, as such a teacher might

expect to be.

By rigorous system, he contrived to visit his patients without

neglecting either the sanctuary or the Sabbath-school. His

duties for the day were all arranged in the morning, and each

fell naturally into its proper place, so that he did not need,

like some, to neglect one duty, in order to perform another.

With all this, he was not appreciated by many as he would

have been but for his retiring and unassuming manners.

Such was Dr. Grant in Utica, according to the testimony of

those who knew him most intimately. In the next chapter we

will view him in the more immediate preparation for his work.



CHAPTER II.

DECISION TO BE A MISSIONARY LETTERS — MISSIONARY TRAINING OF

aiRS, J. S. G. SECOND JIARRIAGE EMBARKATION.

One intimate with him at this time (Rev. J. B. Shaw) writes,

*' The Christianity of Dr. Grant is a determination to honor

Christ in making the world better. With him, to serve Christ

is to do good to the utmost extent and for the longest period.

At one time he thought of going, disconnected with any society,

to Singapore or China, there to employ his medical skill to the

best advantage for Christ. With this enlarged benevolence was

joined another quality that eminently fitted him for the post

before him. By nature he was courageous, and piety trans-

formed this iijto a Christian intrepidity that never knew fear in

maintaining the right or doing good. His self-possession in-

creased, as difficulties grew more appalling. His nerve was

firmer, as danger grew more imminent." As we have seen, in

the midst of a dreaded epidemic, he counted not his life dear

to him, if only he might do good. Such characteristics led a

friend to say that " one design of Providence in assembling the

Board at Utica, in 1834, seemed to be to enlist Dr. Grant in the

work ; the part of the report relating to Persia touched a chord

in his heart that never after ceased to vibrate."

But we will hear his own account of the matter, as given in

his " Appeal to Pious Physicians," written after his arrival in

Persia :

" A young physician, who had an extensive and increasing

practice in one of our flourishing cities, had thought much of
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engaging in the work ; but, as often as he considered the matter

he dismissed it, under the plea that, much as laborers might be

needed, yet there were so many obstacles in his way that he, at

all events, could not go. Others were better qualified, and with

far less to detain them at home, and they might go. But they

did not,— the call was urgent, and what was to be done ? He

prayed over the subject, and resolved on a more thorough exam-

ination of personal duty. He took up his former excuses, one

by one. He asked, ' Can I do more at home or abroad for the

conversion of the world. In this view, where am I most needed ?

Here I may relieve much suffering, and perhaps prolong some

valuable lives. But, should I go, others could do it just as

well, and I should not be missed. Abroad I may relieve one

hundred-fold more of misery, — perhaps save the lives of mis-

sionaries of inestimable value to the cause, and that, too, when

no one else will do it.

" ' Here I have many opportunities of acting for Christ ; but

what are they, in comparison with those abroad, where I may be

the only spiritual guide to thousands who would never be

reached by another ?

" ' Here, if business continues to prosper, I can give liberally,

and labor for the heathen by proxy ; but money alone will not

do the work, and laborers, especially physicians, are not to be

found.

" ' Here, as an officer in an influential church, and various

other benevolent societies, I may do much ; and many think I

ought not to change a certainty for an uncertainty. But do I

not know that those churches that do most for the heathen and

send forth the most laborers are most blessed of God ? Can I

not, then, do most for Christ at home by going in person to

those who sit in darkness ?

" ' But there are other ties, entwined with the tenderest feel-

ings of nature ; and how shall they be severed ? How shall I

leave my parents, in their declining years ? How say farewell

3
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to my sister and brothers? More than all, how can I leaye twc

darling children alone in this selfish world ?

" ' In these questions, so far as mere feeling is concerned,

though the heart thrill with agony, it should not turn the

Christian from duty. My parents are not dependent on me.

3Iy going may be the greatest blessing to my brothers and sis-

ter ; and what can I do for my children that would not be done

for them if I am gone ? The great thing to be done for a child

is to fit him for usefulness here and the enjoyment of God in

heaven. For this agencies can be provided, and superadded

will be a parent's example, turning their attention to the great

work he prays they may be qualified to pursue. If God calls

me to leave them for his sake, he will take care of them. It

may be the duty of others to go ; but would I let my neighbor

die of hunger, because his rich brother ought to feed him rather

than I ? No more can I let millions perish forever, because

others do not give them the bread of life. I cannot, I dare not

go up to judgment, till I have done the utmost God enables me
to do to difiuse his glory through the earth.'

"

This touching delineation of his inward struggles seems to

include the whole up to his final determination to go, which was

not till after the meeting of the Board, in September, 1834.

No one can read it and not feel that he was an honest man

;

that, when he consecrated himself to God, he meant w^hat he

promised, and was resolved to fulfil it at whatever cost. With

all his fearlessness and energy, he was naturally aftectionate.

His heart had a peculiar aptitude for the endearments of home,

and nothing short of the voice of God could tear that yearning

heart from the children it loved so well. But Providence had

prepared the way for him to go. On the other side of the globe

he had prepared a work for him to do, and the time drew near

to bring them together.

On the 28th of October he off"ered himself to the Board, in

the following letter to Dr. Anderson :
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" Dear Brotuer : Since our short interview I have been

seriously examining whether duty to my Saviour calls me to

hibor in a foreign field. When I think of the magnitude of the

v^oik and the importance of thorough preparation, and then of

my own i^nfitness for a post of so great responsibility, my heart

almost faints within me. But then, as I ponder the worth of

the soul, and see millions going to the awful retributions of eter-

nity, my heart grieves that so few heed their cries, and I am

ready to exclaim, ' Here am I,— send me !
' At Jesus' call, and

sustained by the blessed assurance, ' / am idth you alway,' I

stand ready to go^ in the face of danger and death, to any part

of the world under the dominion of the prince of darkness.

What though I tear away from children and all the endear-

ments of home, wear out life amid toil and suffering, and find a

grave among strangers ? Only let me be the means of salvation to

some lost sinner who shall meet me in heaven, and I shall bless

God for it through eternity. Some of my friends doubt whether

I ought to go from my children ; but, though the question has

perplexed me much, when I think with what confidence they

would trust their dearest interests to my care while engaged in

my service, shall I not confide them to my heavenly Father,

while engaged in his ? I often think with what sweet compo-

sure their dying mother said, while her countenance beamed

with a heavenly smile, ' The Lord will take care of them.'' And

while I think of his faithfulness as the hearer of prayer, I

fondly look forward to the day when they too shall preach

Christ to the perishing.

" My only wish, in regard to a location, is to go where I am

most needed. True, before conversing with you, my mind had

turned towards some extensive field. Since then, I have

thought of the Nestorians; have read 'Smith and Dwight,'

and, with a view to a better knowledge of the country, have

reviewed Morier, Shoberl and Maltebrun, and so much of thei

Life of Ilonry Marty n as relates to Persia. Should that sta-



28 Dll. GRANT AND THE

tion remain vacant, and the Board see fit to employ me, I trust

their anxiety to send a laborer there will not induce them to

send me to a post for which I am unqualified. But to their

judgment I cheerfully submit the whole matter."

We have here a glimp.<e into the habits of reading begun in

his school-boy days; and Dr. Anderson would seem to have sug-

gested the Nestorians as the probable field of his future labor.

On the 8th of November— a little more than a week after-

wards— he discloses his feelings to his mother; for her

training of the child had taught the man where to look for sym-

pathy on such a subject. that the church had more such

mothers ! Then would there be no luck of men to take up his

fallen mantle, and fill his vacant place. But to the letter :

" My Dear Mother : # # # ^- If to glorify the Redeemer in sav-

ing souls for whom he died be the all-important business of life,

ought we not to make all else subservient to it, and, regardless

of our own feelings, lay aside everything that would hinder its

faithful prosecution ? Is any sacrifice too great to make for

Him who sacrificed his life for us ? I know too well that keen

will be the trial of our separation ; but how soon shall we meet

again ! and if theji Christ approves, shall we regret the tnal ?
"

He then presents the case somewhat as already given, and adds,

" How shall I wish I had decided when I stand at the bar of

God? Shall I not wish I had labored for the heathen who shall

meet me there ? What though here I might heap up riches,—
would they compare with the durable riches laid up for those

who through much tribulation have washed their robes white

in the blood of the Lamb ? ^ ^X: ^ ^

" Dear mother, I would not act from a misguided zeal. I

know that I need counsel from on high, and I hope you will

ask it for me. God can give us wisdom, but let us see to it

that we decide in view of eternity. I have solemnly conse-

crated myself and all I have to God ; and I dare not go from his
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altar and stand convicted before the universe of having loved

the world more than God and the souls of m}^ dying fellow-

men."

We omit the remainder, to make room for a few extracts from

a letter written on the same day to his sister.

"My Dear Sister . Mary : ^ =^ =^ Perhaps you say it is

my duty to take care of the children Grod has committed to my
charge. It is clear that, unless they can have every reasonable

prospect of being trained up for usefulness, I ought not to leave

them. But, should God enable me to provide for them a home

and a religious education, may he not have other work for me ?

Missionaries send their children home, and in so doing cannot

make provision so Avell as I can in person. But, as this is an

important question, let us look at it in its probable bearing on

the Christian character of the child. As he thinks of his father,

will he not think of God also ? With his thoughts so often

turned to the heathen, for whom his father labors, will not their

wants affect him ? Will he not feel the claims of God more

;

and, especially, will there not be more fervent prayer offered

for him, both by his friends and the church of Christ ? Then,

conscious too of going at his call, may I not leave them with

entire confidence in my Saviour's care ? ^^ ^ # ^

" Wliat though I never more sluiU meet the warm embrace of

beloved friends on earth,— will our meeting be less happy

above ? Will we not bless God for the privilege of suffering for

his sake ? Pray for me, that the Holy Spirit may teach me

what to do I

"

On the 15th of^December he thus acknowledges the recei]>t

of his appointment as m.issionary :

Kev. E. Anderson, &c. &e,

"Bear Sir: Your letter was recei\ed uu Saturday, and

brought with it a sense of responsibility that, but for the throne
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of grace, had been insupportable. I am more than ever .sensi-

ble that my strength and wisdom must come from God. 0, for

the guidance of his spirit! May its holy, life-giving influence fit

me for his service ! It is my earnest prayer that the Lord

would make me wholly his, that I may have no wish but to do

his will. May that be my meat and drink, and I be enabled in

all things to glorify his holy name !

I have much to do before I shall be ready to leave. But I

have no doubt but the Lord will provide all that I want. Some

pecuniary loss may attend so speedy a settlement of my affairs

[he had been requested to be ready to sail at an early date] ; but

I trust not so serious as to delay my departure, for which I

shall prepare as soon as possible."

Not the least important part of his preparation was still to be

made, in the selection of a companion to aid and cheer him in

his missionary toil. If the experience of modern missions ]ias

settled anything, it has settled the principle that a good wife is

essential to the usefulness, and even the continued life, of the

missionary. Tlie heathen themselves have noticed that he who

is alone is easily discouraged, and led to abandon his post. It

has been well said, " No inan ought to go as a missionary w^heie

woman cannot,"— so necessary is her presence, not only to his

cheerful endurance, but also to his success. For, however a

man may exhibit the fruits of piety in the individual, without a

companion he can never furnish the heathen with what they

need more than all,— the sight of a Christian ianiily exempli-

fying the application of religion in all its relations. This is

needed, both to convince enemies of the excellence of Christi-

anity, and to guide the young convert in the regulation of his

own life at home. In many countries woman alone has access

to her own sex, and without her the}^ are not only unblest them-

selves, but active opponents to all efforts for the benefit of the men.

Some missionaries have found, to their cost, that if the influence
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of woman in Christian lands is powerful for good, that same

influence 1 )ses none of its power when it is employed in the

service of the prince of darkness. It is impossible to regenerate

connnunitj while woman is left in the degradation of heathen-

ism. Her influence at home is often more than a match for the

missionary in his chapel. But, elevated by the efforts of her

own sex, she becomes one of the most efficient co-laborers in the

missionary work.

True, self-denial, and, in some cases, exposure to danger, is

required of the woman who would engage in the work. But is

it not also required of the man ; and has not the kingdom of

Christ in every age been built up by the sufferings of his follow-

Qrs of either sex ? Are there no women among the noble army

of martyrs ? None among those who toil and suffer at home,

waiting for their recompense till the day of the Lord ?

It deserves to be noticed, too, that the average length of the

missionary life of woman, even in this incipient period of mis-

sions, when so much of the hardships of the pioneer have been

encountered, has been longer than that of the stronger sex ; and

will not the comparison be much more favorable hereafter, in

what some would call her more appropriate work of improving

the little openings in the forest made by those who have gone

before ? Even in Mosul, where, as we shall see, so many died,

the facts, instead of discouraging woman from engaging in the

work, encourage her to go forward ; for, while out of five men
one only survives, only two women died out of three, and that

third is still in the field, while the survivor of the stronger sex

is unable to resume his labors.

It is written, " Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and

obtaineth favor of the Lord." This was so eminently true in

the case of Dr. Grant, as to justify a somev,diat di^tailed account

of the partner cf his missionary life.

Miss Judith S. Campbell, the daughter of Erastus Lathrop

and Judith Crofts, was born in Puitland, New York, on the 12th
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of Januaiy, 1S14, and was thus about seven years ^^ouugcr than

lier future husband. AVhen only three days old her mother

died, and at the age of twelve months she was adopted by her

mother's sister, Sabrina, wife of William Campbell, M.D,, of

Cherry Valley, in the same state. She was just the hxdy an}''

one would have selected to train up a missionary. Like the

parents of Dr. Grant and his tirst wife, she too was from Con-

necticut. She was a woman of strong mind, well informed, and

when converted entered with her whole heart into the work of

doing good. The better to fit herself for this, she read medical

])ooks, and became such an adept in the care of the sick that

some of the most resi^ectable physicians often consulted her

when they found her at the bedside of their patients. Her

services to the poor in this way Vv'cre unremitting. " Perhaps

no woman of the age," says one who knev/ her, " visited the sick

more than she did." She was also deeply interested in the

missionary v\'ork, and prayed much that her daughter might have

grace to engage in it. Nor did she pray onlj^, but also edu-

cated her diligently for that end. Indefatigable herself in the

pursuit of knowledge, and equally so in using it for the good of

others, she infused her own spirit into her charge. She early

trained her to habits of self-denial for the cause of Christ.

"When Judith was but seven years of age, a box was prepared

by the ladies of Cherry Yalley for Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, then

leaving an adjoining town for the Sandwich Islands. This was

done mostly at the house of Mrs. Campbell, and, to interest her

daughter in the cause, she desired her to contribute a favorite

pair of mittens. It cost a struggle, but she gave them, and

from that hour felt a deep interest in the work. Thenceforth

each number of the Missionary Herald was perused vvith jo}^ and

even then she looked forward with groat delight to the time

when she might engage personallj' in the work. Long after, in

Persia, she traced all her attachment to the cause back to this

little incident, and the hallowed influence of her mother. Such
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things show how aiissioiiaries are made. They do not grow up

by chance,— they arc the result of the prayers and Christian

training of pious parents, and especially spiritually-minded

mothers. On her death-bed Mrs. Grant testified to this parental

faithfulness, when she said, " What might I have been but for a

pious mother ! Under God, I owe everything to my mother.'*

That temple of the Holy Ghost which is built of materials pre-

pared beforehand by godly parents is the temple most advan-

tageously set over against the temple of idols.

The intellect of Miss Campbell, naturally strong, was well

cultivated, and that with express reference to her future work.

It was symmetrically developed, and very early showed a matu-

rity that fitted her to adorn any sphere ^f woman's activity.

Her father gave her the most thorough education our schools

then afforded. She early applied herself to mathematics, and

so well had she studied the Latin and Greek, that in Persia she

was able to study the Syriac by the aid of Latin lexicons and

grammars, and turn to her Greek Testament for the elucidation

of more difficult passages. In respect to disposition, she is com-

mended, by all who knew her, as frank and artless, yet discreet,

with a kindness that knew no limits ; social, gentle, and full of

sympathy for others in affliction, while remarkably patient

.under her own. Nor need we be surprised by such a rare com-

bination of excellences, when we learn that each was heightened

by, as well as rooted in, an affectionate devotion to Christ.

She connected herself with the church April 5th, 1831, a day

recorded in her journal as one of the most delightful she ever

knew. Her piety was of that rare type at once deep and unosten-

tatious; uniform, yet uniformly active and practical. She was

already accepted by the Board when Dr. Grant became acquainted

with her. He first makes mention of her in the following letter

to Dr. Anderson, dated February 25, 1835 :

u^ # # # ^Ye .^YQ most anxious to pursue the course that will

best subserv<' the cause so near our hearts. I say we, for you
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will rejoice to learn that a kind Providence has united with mine

the heart of a joung lady of most precious spirit, whose ardent

piety, good health and highly cultivated intellect, fit her for ex-

tensive usefulness. She reads Latin and Greek, and speaks

French ; and, though but twenty-one years of age, has long been

an active servant of her Ixedecmer. Ilcr vrarin heart has for

yc^rs 3^carned over the millions who have none to tell them of

his love."

She thus writes to her brother, March 10 :

u -^ # ^;< ^ You know, dear brother, how much I have thought of

being a missionary, and how I have prayed to know my duty in

the matter. Hitherto the way has seemed hedged up ; but a door

is now opened, and I am about to enter it. Yes, my dear, dear

brother, I expect soon to leave these loved familiar scenes for

Persia. The interesting ceremony that unites me with Dr. Grrant

takes place on Monday, April G. ^ ^ ^ ^ Papa feels very much

about my going ; still he does not oppose. AYhen I look at the

importance of the enterprise, and its bearing on the cause of

Christ, I am dismayed at my own insufficienc3\ But I trust my
hope is in God. In Jehovah alone is everlasting strength.

In him all fulness dwells. I wish you could become acquainted

with ])r. Grant, for I am sure you would like him. He has

been an elder in Mr. Aikin's church three or four years, and

bears the character of ^tz eminent and devoted CJiristiayi.^''

These letters show that love to Christ in each was the founda-

tion of their attachment to one another, and we need not won-

der if such an affection was fruitful in happiness. The " inter-

esting ceremony " took place on the appointed day, and they

immediately set about preparations for departure.

This was attended with peculiar trials. Other missionaries

leave home and friends, but they leave before they have formed

attachments in an attractive sphere of usefulness. A large

circle of friends did all in their power to induce Dr. Grant to
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remain. His own feelings were strongly altaclicd to tlicm.

But the foreign field needs no man who will not be missed

at home. xVnd he who has not such ardent devotion to the

work as will tear him away from everything else need not look

for happiness in it, especially in such a field as lay before Dr.

Grant.

The leaving his two little sons v/as a far severer trial, as is

evident from letters written both at this time and afterwards.

But Providence had provided for them an excellent home, with

M^'. Smith, of Utica, a kind friend and godly man, who promised

to make up, so ftir as another can, for the absence of their own

aflectionate parent.

They left Utica on the 27th of April, where Dr. Grant had

been staying for some time in the family of Pvev. Mr. Crane.

And now a son of Mr. Crane, who helped to pack their boxes

and accompanied them to the packet-boat,— there was no rail-

road then,— is gone, with his excellent companion, to labor in

the very field opened by the toil and peril of Dr. Grant. Thus,

as the Master calls one servant home, he sends forth others to

carry on his work.

The feelings of Dr. Grant, ait this time, may be gathered from

a note written to his father the next day at Albany.

" ^ ^ # >X: Trying as it has been to part from our dear, dear

friends, we have been sustained, by the unfailing grace of God.

I ti-ust the trial will be sanctified to us all, and that we shall not

be forgotten at the throne of grace. Our hope is in God. May

we live near him, and be guided by his spirit
!

"

They sailed from Boston in the brig Angola, May 11th, with

Miss Williams, from East Hartford, Connecticut, who was on

her way to join the Syrian mission, at Beirut.



CHAPTER III.

SMYRNA CONSTANTINOPLE VOYAGE TO TREBIZOND JOURNEY TO PER
SIA MEETING WITIP MR. PERKINS PASS OF DAKAR FORTIFIED CAMP

TABRIZ.

Dr. Grant first set foot iii Asia June 28, 1835, after a

pleasant passage of fortj-eight days. They landed at Smyrna,

and spent four or five days with the apostolic Mr. Temple, who,

in the absence of numbers to share it with him, seemed to have

inherited an unusual portion of the spirit of the beloved dis-

ciple who once labored there,— a better title to the epithet

" apostolic " than was ever conferred by mitred heads. He,

too, has joined his guests in that blessed world, on whoso

borders he used to live while here. None was ever welcomed

under his hospitable roof in whose memory precious thoughts

of Christ and heaven are not recalled by the very mention of

his name. Dr. Grant's state of mind while here may be

learned from a single paragraph of his first letter to Dr. An-

derson from abroad, dated at Smyrna, July 1st

:

" Since leaving Boston we have constantly experienced the

rich mercies of our covenant God, For this we desire that

gratitude which is evinced by a cheerful obedience to his whole

will, and an unwavering trust in all his promises."

They left for Constantinople July 2, in the Maria Doro-

thea, one of 'the Austrian steamers, then just introduced into

the Mediterranean. Her commander was Captain Ford, an

intelligent Englishman, of whose kindness more than one mis-

sionary can speak with grateful recollection. They reached
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Constantinople on the morning of the 4th, and were soon at

home with the couilterpart of their host at Smyrna, the Rev.

Mr. Goodell. Tlieir time passed pleasantly while waiting for

a vessel to Trebizond ; and, in their own words, they " became

ardently attached to the beloved missionaries residing there."

Here, too, they found the Rev. Mr. Merrick, who had spent

some six months in the study of Turkish, preparatory to labor

among the Mohammedans of Persia, and was now ready to

accompany them to Tabriz. Besides the luxury of Christian

fellowship, Dr. Grant here enjoyed what was to him a still

greater luxury, — the privilege of doing good. He was called

to prescribe for several of the Armenian bankers,— among

others, Janik Agha, a leader among them^, with whom the mis-

sionaries had in vain sought an acquaintance, till thus introduced

by Dr. Grant. He was now in his element ; and, as his eye took

in the vastness and the destitution of the field, he writes : " If

I ever had any misgivings for leaving a prosperous business, very

dear friends, and, more than all, for breaking away from two

idolized sons, now that I see the work to be done, I can no longer

doubt where duty calls." The unanimous testimony of both mis-

sionaries and native converts of the great good that might be

done by a physician, in preparing the v\^ay for the preacher, was

so corroborated by what he saw, that he adds, " I have not one

regret for all I have left. To wear out life in this glorious

work is far,/ar dearer than to enjoy the society of friends,

however beloved ; and it is only while obeying God that I can

look up for his blessing on my children, and sweetly commend

them to his care." This last utterance of his strong faith tells

the secret of his "perfect peace" in subsequent afflictions and

distresses.

That he could take in at a glance the true relations of things,

will appear from his description of the qualifications of a

missionary-physician for such a place as Constantinople. " He

must," says he, " be skilful ; for his popularity will depend on

4
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his success in cases that have baffled those already on 1ho

ground. He must. have in-actical experience; for both disease

and its treatment are so aflected by diiferencc of climate that he

cannot depend altogether upon books. He must not only be

able to rel}' on himself, but to stand alone amid the opposition

of other physicians jealous of his success; and last, not least,

he must have tried piety, to stand firm amid the many tempt-

ations round about him."

He had many urgent invitations, from leading Armenians, to

remain in Constantinople; and it was no narrow field of useful-

ness to which they called him. But his heart was already too

warmly attached to the Nestorians to let go its hold. In his

first letter to Mr. Perkins, then in Tabriz, written July 22, he

says :
" I have thought of you with so much interest that I

cannot refrain from introducing myself and Mrs. Grant by the

Ta'tar (post-rider) who leaves to-morrow. I regret we cannot

go with him in person ; but hope, ere long, to exchange the

cordial embrace. 0, how anxiously have we looked to the hour

when we may unite in your labor of love, and you not feel quite

alone ! " Even now, he cherished plans respecting the hitherto

inaccessible mountaineers that thrilled his soul with manly

enthusiasm; for thus Providence sows, long beforehand, the

seed of a future harvest, and makes robust, by long and steady

growth, the zeal that is to be called to perilous undertakings.

It would be pleasant to dwell on the wonders of Constanti-

nople, to go with Mrs. Grant into xirmenian houses,— the very

climax of neatness,— observe their strange customs, and par-

take of their oriental hospitality ; or accompany them in a

caique along the peerless Bosphorus, or up the Golden Horn,

, by the Arsenal, the old palaceof Constantine. and the lovely

groves and minarets of Eiyoob, to the Valley of Sweet Waters
;

or ramble with them over the hills of Bebe t, or among the

dark cypresses of Scutari, that shade the dust of millions. It

would be pleasant, too, to go with them to Agia Sophia, or the
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villa of our representative at St. Stefaiio. But, like them, -vvc,

too, must advance still east from that oriental metropolis. The

little schooner, that first left their own land on an unholy errand

to Africa, and more recently carried Mr. and Mrs. Perkins to

Trebizond, is now tugging at her anchors, as if impatient by

another errand of mercy to atone for former crimes ; and on

the 19th of August they are on the way again to their still

distant home. One of the passengers— Colonel Burgess, of

Tabriz— came on board hardly able to walk ; and thus Dr.

Grant had an opportunity to do good to one who rendered

them essential aid on their journey, and ever after showed no

little kindness to the mission. For eleven days they enjoyed

the fine accommodations of the " Shah," and the attentions of

an excellent captain, and landed at Trebizond on the oOth.

Here they formed an acquaintance with the European consuls,

of much -service to them afterwards. They were also favored

with an introduction to the Right Honorable Sir Henry Ellis,

English ambassador to Persia, who also did all in his power to

aid them. He even requested them to apply to him for any

assistance he might be able to render them, afterwards, at

Oroomiah ; so that the three pleasant weeks they were detained,

for wairt of horses, in the family of the Rev. Mr. Johnson, then

stationed there, may be classed among those things to observe

which is to know the loving kindness of the Lord.

Trebizond, situated directly on the sea, its houses half hid

den in fruit-trees, and the rugged mountains rising high in the

background, was thought by Mrs. Grant to be the most beau-

tiful place she had seen in the East. The accompanying sketch

of the town, as viewed from the sea may serve to justify her

taste.

There was so much prejudice, at that time, against the mis-

sionaries residing here, that they had scarcely any intercourse

with the people. As he saw how easily a pious physician

might remove it, Dr. Grant could hardly refrain from tears
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while he thought of the multitudes at home struggling for

places, who might here accomplish so much for Christ.

On the 17th of September they commenced their journey,

overland, to Tahriz,— having, after so long delay, succeeded

in securing a sufficient number of horses for the journey.

Besides Mr. Merrick, they had with them an interpreter, and

three Nestorians, sent on to meet them by Mr. Perkins. The

first night they pitched their tent in a retired valley, nine

iiiles from the city, on the banks of the river of Trebizond.

They had nov>^ left behind them the comforts of civilization, and

were just stepping into the privations and perils so long antici-

pated. Woman's timid apprehensions were soothed by man's

more fearless self-reliance; yet, as neither know the things

that shall befall them, together they cast their burdens on the

Lord. Ere they retire to rest they commend themselves, dear

friends at home, and the cause of one dearer than all, to his

own grace and care. It was a place not soon to be forgotten
;

and when, six years after, the bereaved husband passed it alone,

on a yet more perilous journey, is it any wonder that the

strong heart bowed under the thronging memories of the past ?

Next day their road, or, rather, path,— for it was barely

wide enough for the passage of a single animal,— led along

the edge of dizzy precipices on the steep sides of the mountains.

Some of their horses fell in the narrowest places, and one was

only saved by a tree from plunging headlong into the torrent

far below. Mrs. Grant rode safely in a sort of arm-chair, the

Nestorians walking by her side, to steady it where there was

any danger.

As the Sabbath was too cold and wet for them to pitch their

tent, they spent the day in a khan, without floor or window.

The top of the rough walls of stone and mud was level, on three

sides, with the ground. They had neither chair nor table ; but

they spread their mattresses on two piles of leaves, in the cor-

nn-s nearest the lire, and sat, surrounded by their baggage,
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piles of fire-wood, and smoking visitors. It was their first

introduction to rural life in the East; and, rough as it was. Dr.

Grant writes, " Dear J not only bears her privations

with fortitude, but seems really happier than ever before."

And, further on, where they slept in the same room with the

cows and horses, she writes herself that she " never slept more

comfortably in her life."

At Balahor, on the 22d, they were agreeably surprised by

the arrival of Mr. Perkins, who had come from Tabriz in order

to spare them, if possible, the repetition of some of the troubles

that made his journey so distressing. He says of this meeting,

in his sermon at the funeral of Mrs. Grant :
" My first acquaint-

ance with her was made in a stable, amid the snowy mount-

ains of Asia Minor. The promptitude wdth which she came

to our help, after hearing of the sufferings of Mrs. Perkins on

the way, had already endeared her to our hearts. Her cheer-

ful and intelligent countenance, her kind and artless manners,

made a very pleasing impression on my mind,— one which

more than three years' acquaintance, in the same yard, and

almost in the same dwelling, has only confirmed."

At Erzroom, where they arrived on the 26th,— four years

before a missionary station was established there,— they

were entertained by Messrs. Abbot and Zohrab, English mer-

chants in that place, who showed them every attention in

their power till they left again, on the 29th. They crossed tlic

Aras next day, on a stone bridge of seven arches ; and, on the

Jst of October, started, at ten o'clock at night, and travelled

thirteen hours, so as to keep under the protection of the cara-

van of Col. Burgess, in that dangerous part of the road. Dr.

Grant was so exhausted by vomiting and pain, during the night,

that he lay down to rest a few moments, about three o'clock,

and was surprised, on waking, to find he had slept till

daybreak, and was entirely alone. Providentially, he had

retained hold of the bridle, and, by dint of hard riding, he

4-*
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overtook the caravan just as they -were detaching a party to

search for him. lie then rode till one o'clock, and was soon

quite restored by food and rest. This was on the mountain-

pass of Dahar, of which v/e shall hear again. They generally

rose about two o'clock ; and at that early hour the cold, bracing

air, and the soft beauty of an oriental sky, combined to render

the ride delightful. On this part of the journey, the boxes and

bales were regularly arranged, at night, in a hollow square,

guards were stationed, and the tents pitched in the middle of

this extemporaneous fort ; and, in the day-time, an armed train,

with six hundred horses and some scores of donkeys, besides a

mounted guard of soldiers, seemed secure from the attacks of

any ordinary banditti. Though the Kurds had, just before,

been very troublesome, they passed hundreds of their black

tents unmolested.

They had a fine view of Ararat and its perpetual snows as

they passed it, some distance to the south; but were distressed

to find New England rum well known where New England

piety had not been heard of. Eighteen barrels preceded them

into Persia,— no very fitting "avant-courier" for missionaries,

however loudly it called for their coming. Having travelled

six hundred miles in twenty-eight days,— four of which they

rested, — they arrived at Tabriz on the morning of October

15th,— a much shorter time than the journey had eVer been

performed by a lady before. At Coustantinople and Trebizoud

they had found the plague. Here the cholera was now raging

;

but the same hand that preserved them from the one had

kept Mrs. Perkins from the other, and soon all were quietly

and pleasantly quartered in the city. They enjoyed delight-

ful Christian intercourse with Dr. Riach, physician to the

English embassy, who was ever after a warm friend of Dr.

Grant and the mission. Sir Henry Ellis, among other favors,

p-oposed that Mr. Perkins and Dr. Grant should apply for



M U N T A I N N E S T 11 1 A N S . 45

]>iitish protection; and, accordingly, furnished them with pass-

port!-!, in both English and Persian.

But they were not yet at home, — Oroomiah was still more

than one hm.dred miles distant. Mr. Perkins, as yet unac-

(juainted with the language, had deemed it imprudent to remove

there alone ; and now, as it was thought a physician would meet

with a more favorable reception than a clergyman, and Dr.

Grant, already called to prescribe for the Governor of Tabriz,

had received from him a letter of introduction to the Governor

of Oroomiah, he was sent to secure a house, and make arrange-

ments for the commencement of the mission.

He left, accordingly, on the 22d, just a week after his arrival.

On the way he enjoyed the society of IMr. Hoernle and another

(German missionarj^, going to ascertain the feasibility of a mis-

sion among the Kurds. They reached Gavalan, the residence

of Mar Yohanna, on. the 26th, and next day he accompanied

them to Oroomiah.

On their arrival, the governor provided them lodgings, and

expressed a wish to see them next morning. They accordingly

waited on him, and sat down on their heels, with the rest of the

company, in true Persian style. The governor expressed great

satisfaction at the arrival of a physician, and some ten of the

nobility present did the same. The doctor, willing to put this

satisfaction to the test, requested his aid in finding a suitable res-

idence ; and at once he sent his principal attendant to show him

several, so that in less than a week he had secured a very pleas-

ant house, on the borders of the Moslem and Nestorian quarters

of the city. The location is' high, and, for that city, healthy. It

is near a gate, that opens into pleasant gardens ; and from Per-

sian gardens we get our word Paradise, as well as many of the

beauties that make up the idea. The house itself had a garden

attached, and a court, shaded with trees, where ladies could enjoy

the air, vfithout the annoying publicity of walking through an

oriental city. The whole is protected by a high mud wall ;
and,
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with such additions as the accommodation of more families

required, continues to this day the mission premises,— thus

evincing the wisdom of the first selection.

The governor sent carpets to furnish the temporary abode

of the missionaries, and frequent supplies of fruit, and even

admitted them to the honor of a private interview. The

Nestorians were not behindliand in their demonstrations of

interest; and their numerous applications for medicine, while

they gave our friend a foretaste of what was to come, greatly

increased the iitterest he already felt in doing them good. When

things seemed in a fair way to be ready for the arrival of the

mission families. Dr. Grant returned to Tabriz, where he arrived

again on November 6.

But, before going back with them to their future home, let us

take a brief view of the field before them.



CHAPTER IV.

TIIK NESTORIANS ORIGIN OF THEIR CHURCH — EARLY HISTORY AKD
MISSIONARY ENTERrBISB LATER HISTORY DR. GRANT'S THEORY OF
THEIR JEWI&H ORIGIN.

Christianity seems to have been introduced into Persia soon

after the beginning of the Christian era. Whether the Magi were

from thence may be disputed (the Nestorian tablet of Singan Fu,

in China, calls them Persians), but none can deny that Parthians,

Medes and Elamites, witnessed the wonders of Pentecost; and we

can hardly suppose that on their return they would not speak of

what they had seen and heard, or that none of those who heard

them were converted to the faith. The Roman martyrology

tells of Marius, a Persian noble, and his wife Martha, suffering

martyrdom under Claudius, in 53 a. d. If, then, emigrants

from thence were Christians, may not some who remained at

home have been the same ? But scarce any record of Persian

piety in those days has come down to us.

The churches in the East generally claim Thomas as tlicii

apostle ; and might not the same facilities of communication

that brought to Jerusalem proselytes from Parthia and Media

carry back an apostle to those countries, or even beyond them ?

The activity of apostles was not less than that of others. The

love of Christ constrained them to go further and do more

than other men. The fact, too, that we hear so little of Thomas

in the region of the labors of Peter and Paul, seems to favor

the tradition ; for we cannot suppose that, while they v/ere so

abundant in labors, he was idle in the work assigned to him as
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well as to thcrn. That devotion which was ready to go to Judea

to die with Christ, that affectionate faith which cried " My
Lord and my God," doubtless produced appropriate fruit. In

the absence of proof to the contrary, mn^ we not credit the

universal testimony of the Eastern church ? Thomas, then, and

possibly Bartholomew, from among the apostles, and Adeus from

among the seventy, were the earliest missionaries to the east of

Palestine. Those present at Pentecost must have wonderfully

prepared the way, if they did not furnish active coadjutors.

Thus often does the Lord of missions make all ready to the

hand of his servants beforehand, as well as grant them his

immediate presence.

Mares, a Jew and a disciple of Adeus, founded the bishopric

of Seleucia. He died in 82 a. d., and Abres, said to belong to

the family of Joseph, the reputed father of our Saviour, suc-

ceeded to the office. The eighth in succession, Achadabues, son

of the seventh, according to Mares, and also said to be of the

family of Joseph, shows that in those days, at least, marriage

was still " honorable in all." The next in order, Schiachlupha,

instead of being ordained at Jerusalem or Antioch, and sent

thence to Seleucia, was ordained on the spot, about 160 a. d.

Several of his successors suffered martyrdom under Sapor,

King of Persia, with multitudes of other ecclesiastics and

private Christians. Assemani quotes Mares as saying that

more than one hundred and sixty thousand suffered martyrdom

in Beth Grarmge alone, soon after the year 300. But those

times of martyrdom were also times of fearless missionary

enterprise. In 256 a bishop was sent to Busra. The first

incumbent of Susa was slain where Nehemiah basked in royal

favor
;

yet, undeterred by his fate, the line of succession con-

tinued unl)roken till 1281. Even so far off' as Toos, in Khorassan,

where no missionary now is heard of, a bishop was settled in

334 ; and in the neighboring city of Merw a metropolitan existed

as early as 420. There must have been a large Christian pop-
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Illation and many bishops round about, to have jiistilied tlie

erection of a metroiDolitau see in that remote region. , Nine

years before that a similar see was established at Herat, in

Affghanistan though some date it in 503, and others as late

as 714.

' The incumbents of Seleucia, at first called bishops, were after-

wards called archbishops. Simeon, the eleventh of the series

who suffered martyrdom in 330, Sozomen says, was the first

known by that title, though the old Syrian and Greek writers

speak of bishops only till after the thirteenth, who was slain by

Sapor, 356. The catalogue of the Chaldean patriarchs calls

the twenty-third, who died 496, Catholicos ; and a Syriac \vriter

gives the same title to his successor, BabjKus, elected by the

followers of Nestorius, now for the first time the majority in

the Eastern church. Owing to this difference, the see now

renounced all dependence on Antioch, and set up for itself,

claiming for its incumbent the title of Patriarch of the East,

the present title of Mar Shimon ; so that the Nestorian church

is really the ancient church of Seleucia, an original branch of

the church of Antioch.

Just before this, Barsumas, the famous bishop and teacher of

Nisibis, had diligently disseminated the tenets of Nestorius.

The personal character of both him and Babseus it is diffi-

cult to make out from the opposing testimony of different

writers. All agree that he abolished the celibacy of the clergy,

that with other corruptions had already been engrafted on

Christianity. Like a later reformer, himself set the example

of marrying a nun. Babaeus extended this reformation to the

office of patriarch, much to the grief of the papal historian,

who records this return to apostolic practice with the lamenta-

tion that no less than five patriarchs confirmed " this impure

law" by word and deed, and notes the fact that Silas, the

successor of Babaeus, gave his daughter in marriage to Elisha,

the next incumlent of the patriarchal throne. It needs a more
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Ihoroiiglv and impartial recension of the original documents than

has yet been made to determine the nature and extent of the

change at this period, and whether or no it were really a reform-

ation. Perhaps some graduate of the seminary at Mt. Seir

will do this service to the church, and forever put to rest the

foul aspersions of the papists, whose interest it is to misrepre-

sent and traduce any deviation from their own corruptions. If,

as we would fain hope, that was an honest effort at reformation,

doubtless the patriarchal mansion was a purer and happier home

than it has been since its occupants again sought to improve the

arrangements of God, and learned by sad experience whose was

the better plan. • Had that reformation been carried out in other

matters, the great Reformation had had an earlier date, and,

instead of Grermany, had occupied a centre not far from the

original paradise of the race.

The change of name and external relations, however, brought

no change to the missionary activity of the church. Cosmos

Indicopleustes, who travelled about 535 a. d., says that then

there were many Nestorian bishops around Aden, in Arabia,

and on the island of Socotra, in the Indian Sea. Gibbon says,

III. 272, according to this traveller, in the sixth century, Chris-

tianity had been successively preached to the Bactrians, Huns,

Persians, Indians, Persarmenians, Medes and Elamites. The

barbaric churches, from the Gulf of Persia to the Caspian Sea,

were almost infinite; and their recent faith was conspicuous in

the number and sanctity of their monks and martyrs. The pep-

per coast of Malabar, Socotra and Ceylon, were peopled with

an increasing number of Christians. Abulfida, who wrote about

1300, tells us that Socotra was then inhabited by Nestorians,

and we know that one of its bishops was present at the' ordina-

tion of the Patriarch Jeballaha, in 1281.

Damascus had a Nestorian bishop in 628, and a metropolitan

in 800, with subordinate bishops at Aleppo, Jerusalem, Membij

(Hierapolis of the Greeks, and Bambyce of the ancient Syrians,
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not far west from the Euphrates), Mopsuestia, Tarsus and Mala-

tia. He bore rule over the Nestorians iu Egypt, Palestine,

Syria and Cilicia.

John was present at the council of Nice, in 325, as Bishop of

Persia and India ; and the latter country had a metropolitan

from 852 to 1720. In 1504 the Nestorians had fifty cities in

Malabar, besides the city of Meliapore. Gibbon says the Nes-

torians in India had one thousand four hundred churches, con-

taining two hundred and eighty thousand souls.

In China a recent writer (S. W. Williams, of Canton) thinks

the Nestorians were found as early as 505 a. d. Olopun was

Bishop of Nankin in 636, and there was a metropolitan in Pekin

in 714. In earlier times there were two metropolitan sees in

China ; one called Chambaluch, or Chanbalek (Pekin), and the

other Tanchet, or Tanghut. But these were united in 1268.

In 1625 a Chinese inscription was discovered at Singan Fu, in

one of the western provinces, which had been erected by

Nestorians in 781 (some say 782), giving an account of the

Christian religion, and a list of ecclesiastics who had labored in

China. The missionary eiForts of the Nestorians in China

seem to have ceased about the time of the expulsion of the

Moguls, in 1369 ; and after that time they gradually declined.

It has generally been supposed that all traces of their labors

have been obliterated in China ; but a missionary in Ningpo,

which is on the coast, a little south of east from Singan Fu,

writes that " a respectable stranger from one of the western

provinces came to our chapel, and listened with much attention.

After service, he said that he and his ancestors worshipped only

one God, the Creator. He knew of Closes and Jesus and Mary;

said he was not a Romanist nor a Mohammedan, neither had he

seen our books, but that the doctrine was handed down from

his ancestors for many generations. He said that in his native

place thirty families are of the same religion, who had books,

but did not circulate them." Is not this one of the descendants

5
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of the Nestorians ?— a living witness to their missionary labors i

Who knows but some evangelist from a regenerated church in

Persia and Kurdistan shall, in the province of that stranger,

revisit and build up on a still more permanent foundation the

waste places of many generations ?

Timotheus, patriarch from 778 to 820, sent Subchaljesus, a

monk of Beth Abe, who knew Turkish, Arabic and Persian, to

the countries beyond the Caspian, lie baptized, built churches

and ordained priests ; then leaving them to instruct the new

converts in psalmody, he penetrated Eastern Tartary, and on

his return to the patriarch was slain by the barbarians. Noth-

ing daunted, Timotheus at once ordained two others from the

same convent, and sent them to fill the vacant post. They took

fifteen of their companions with them, and it may illustrate the

Christianity of the time to relate that, when some of these fifteen

were needed as bishops, the patriarch directed that, as three

bishops were needed to ordain one to the same office, and they

were only-tw^o, they should place a copy of the gospels on a

chair at their right hand for the third, and thus, having ordained

the first of their companions, by his aid they might ordain the

others as usual.

It may seem strange that, while even a scoifer admits that

" their zeal overleaped the limits which had confined the ambi-

tion and curiosity of the Greeks and Romans, pursued without

fear the footsteps of the roving Tartar, and insinuated them-

selves into the camps of the valleys of Imaus and the banks

of the Seiinga," there should be so few permanent results of

their zeal. But our wonder will cease w^hen we read of another

missionary asking the patriarch how to observe the forty days'

fast from animal food, since the Tartars subsisted entirely on

flesh and the products of the dairy, and had neither bread nor

vegetables ; and the grave reply that they need abstain only

from meat, and that, whereas they had heretofore used their

milk sour, they should now drink it sweet, as a token of their
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conversion. Khorassan, too, is said to have become Christian,

because the idolaters, finding they could neither break nor burn

the shrine (arcam) of Mar Elias, concluded to worship before it.

Abulfaraj tells of a king of the Tartars about 1000 a. d.

(Unkhkhan, or the celebrated Prester John), who becan-o a

Christian because, when lost in a snow-storm, a saint appeared

to him in a vision and led him safely home, on his promise to

do so. The same author gives a curious description of the con-

verts, when he says that in 104G they broke through Mount

Imaus, between Thibet and Khotan, under seven leaders, each

with seventy thousand horsemen, most excellent archers, simple

and abstemious in diet, but swarthy as Indians, unwashed, their

hair uncut and stiffened with grease till it served them for a

helmet, and their horses feeding on flesh ; a very difl'erent pic-

ture from either converted Hottentots in Caffraria, or Chris-

tianized cannibals in New Zealand.

Whether the evanescent nature of such conversions argues

that the work which our missionaries build upon Jesus Christ,

'the true foundation, will not abide, the reader may decide for

himself. Neander does not speak very highly of these converts.

He thinks the missionaries were as easily contented with an

external performance of certain ceremonies as the Tartars were

ready to perform them ; and speaks of a Khan Mangu, who, on

festivals, used to have Nestorian priests in their robes offer up

prayers for him, and pronounce a blessing over his cups ; then

had Mohammedan priests, and, last of all, Pagans, do the same.

But his authorities are papal missionaries, and their testimony

must be received as that of rivals. May we not hope for some

testimony yet to be advanced from Nestorian records ?

While this activity, whatever it was, prevailed abroad, the

church experienced many vicissitudes at home. At Seleucia,

it was sometimes in favor, but as often persecuted by the Persian

emperors ; and when they were overthrown in 762, the patriarch

removed to Bagdad, the new capital of their Arab conquerors.
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There they enjoyed unusual prosperity ; they were much in favor

at the court of the Caliphs, and employed by some of them to

make translations of Aristotle, and other celebrated Greek

writers, into the. Arabic. This favorable state of things lasted

till 1258, when the city was sacked by the Tartars ; and it is

worthy of notice that this period— that is, from 762 to 1258

— was that of the greatest missionary activity of the Nestorian

church. The Tartars at first favored them, but v.'hen they

embraced Mohammedanism became their bitter persecutors, and,

towards the close of the fourteenth century, the Nestorians were

almost exterminated, in many regions, by the merciless Tamer-

lane (Timur). It will give some idea of his ferocity to state that

in 1380 he built up two thousand men alive with mortar, in the

form of a tower, who thus miserably perished. Seven years later,

he piled up seventy thousand human heads in the public squares

of Ispahan, and in 1401 ninety thousand in the city of Bagdad.

Three years previous, he massacred one hundred thousand pris-

oners in his invasion of India ; and in 1400 he buried alive four

thousand Armenian horsemen, whom he had taken prisoners at

Sivas. Such was the man whose fury seems to have put an

end to the missionary activity of the Nestorians, while from

many countries it blotted out their very name.

After 1258, the patriarchate was removed hither and thither,

till in 1560 it became fixed again in Mosul, and was at the

celebrated convent of Rabban Hormuz when Assemani wrote,

in 1725.

In 1551, at the death of the patriarch, as only one metropol-

itan remained out of the twenty-five who had ruled from China

to Egypt, and from Northern Tartary to the island of Socotra,

and three at least were needed to perform the ceremony of con-

secration, the new patriarch was sent to be ordained at Kome.

That the relations this involved were not very intimate, is evi-

dent from his successor, Elias, being refused communion with

Rome in 1586, and the Elias who filled the patriarchal chair
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1629—59, in turn, refusing communion with her. Shimon,

Archbishop of Jelu, Sert, and Sahiias, refused obedience to Elias

in 1575, and was elected patriarch of the Nestorians of Kur-

distan ; and his successors ever since have borne the same name,

while those who inherited the name of Elias with his office

retained authority over Mesopotamia. Thus there were two

branches of tlie Nestorian church,— one in faith, though under

distinct patriarchs, and still another was consecrated patriarch

of the Chaldeans (Nestorians who have seceded to Rome) by

the Pope in 1681, under the title of Mar Yoosuf, who resided

at Diarbekir till about 1780, when the submission of Mar Elias

to Rome obviated the necessity of this separate organization.

This secession was secured partly by bribes and partly by vio-

lence, and was followed by still severer oppression of the pros-

elyted patriarch. At his death, in 1841, his office, instead of

descending to his nephew, according to previous custom, was

conferred on a Chaldean from Salmas, and the very name of

Mar Elias exchanged for that of Mar Nicolas, by a decree from

the Pope. Nor is this interference with the patriarchate the

only wrong Rome has inflicted on a sister church. She has

altered her ancient liturgy, introduced her own idolatrous wor-

ship of images, suppressed the second commandment, and, as a

matter of course, forbids the circulation of the Scriptures, that

would expose the mutilation. The people are restive under her

yoke, and the day of retribution may be near at hand. The

nephew of the patriarch thus superseded has changed from the

Chaldeans to the Nestorians, and vice versa, hoping to recover

the patriarchate ; but, instead of that, he now lives in obscure

poverty in the very village where the intrigues and violence of

Rome have placed another in his rightful inheritance.

It is difficult to give an accurate statement of the doctrines

of the Nestorians. For, as a church, they have no regular con-

fession of faith, and their treatises on Christian doctrine ex-

press the viewf:- of individuals, rather than the belief of the

5*
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whole body. Ndf is a missionary biography the place for such

a dissertation The subject is discussed at length by Dr. Per-

kins, in the Ancient Christianity Exemplified of Rev. L. Cole-

man, pp. 564—580 ; and still more extensively in the second

volume of The Nestorians and their Rituals, by Rev. G. P.

Badger, where the original authorities are translated and ar-

ranged according to the thirty-nine articles of the Church of

England. That " expose " shows much chaff as well as wheat,

and exhibits a strong tendency in the Nestorian fathers to the

exaltation of the priesthood and external forms, at the expense

of spiritual truth.

But the " mystery of iniquity " was at work even while the

apostles lived, and the gospel had lost much of its purity before

the Nestorian church came into existence. Yet she was an early

and efficient patron of education. The school at Edessa was

founded by Mar Ephraim, about the middle of the fourth cen-

tury. That at Dorkena, in 385. The school at Nisibis, founded

490, had a three years' course of biblical and theological studies,

besides mathematics, medicine, grammar, belles-lettres, music,

astronomy, &c. &c.

Neander says, "The Nestorian seminaries for the clergy, at

the beginning, were particularly distinguished." So much so,

that even in Northern Africa, Bishop Junilius, about the middle

of the sixth century, describes the school at Nisibis as one

''where the Scriptures were expounded by teachers publicly

appointed, in the same manner as grammar and rhetoric among

the Romans." Afterwards schools were established at Bagdad,

Mahuza, Beth Abe, Tirhana, Maragha, and other places, besides

one as far off as Khorassan.

Such a course of education was fitted to give great promi-

nence to Scripture doctrines; and Mosheim tells us that the

Nestorian commentators of the sixth century were the best

of the age, as they alone sought for the true meaming of the

inspired words. Compared with the other churches of the East,
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she is well worthy of having her sons called "the Protestants

of the East ;" but truth compels us to admit that it is only com-

paratively. Their prompt reference of all points in debate to

the Scriptures, and readiness to abide by their decision, renders

the Nestorian church an exceedingly interesting field of mis-

sionary labor.

It has been well said by another that " her missionary activ-

ity is both the cause and effect of her comparative purity." The

peculiar doctrines of Nestorius himself have been so often stated

in works on the Nestorians, that we will here omit the repetition,

especially as there will be no occasion to refer to them, in the

course of the narrative."^

Dr. Grant pored with eager interest over the history of this

ancient church. The story of her martyrs under Sapor, and

the more ferocious Tamerlane, drew his heart closer to the rem-

nant that remained. The memory of her schools led him to

form bright hopes of the future of a church so distinguished in

the past. But, most of all, the missionary heroism of those who

went out from these schools through the length and breadth of

Asia thrilled a heart so sympathetic with their own. He loved

the Nestorians. He toiled for the revival of apostolic piety in

that primitive church ; not merely for its own salvation, but as

the regenerator of the millions round about it. He gave him-

self to his work, with his eye ever fixed on the time when thoso

for whom he labored would go forth in the footsteps of their

fathers, to rekindle the fire on the ancient altars, and restore

the former desolations on a more permanent foundation. It

was pressing toward this goal that he endured hardness like a

o'ood soldier, and boldly advanced, even in the fiice of death

itself.

* For a detailed account of the controversy between him and Cyril,

see Neander's Church History, ii. 446—495, which giyes a very favor-

able view of the piety and orthodoxy of Nestorius, and a picture of his

opponent by no means tp his credit.
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In a memoir of ])r. Grant, it will be expected that some

notice be taken of his belief that in the Nestorians he had

found the lost tribes of Israel. This to him was a settled truth.

His confidence in it never wavered till the last. He had col-

lected what he deemed strong confirmations of the positions

taken in his work on " The Lost Tribes," and, had he lived,

would have one day given them to the world. Part of these

consisted in written documents from the Jews in Kurdistan,

showing that their language was identical in origin with that of

the Nestorians. He had also collated historical evidence to

show that Assyria and Babylon were not only distinct, but so

at enmity with each other, till after the return of the two

tribes from the latter kingdom, that that event could not influ-

ence tlie ten tribes, so much longer settled in the other.

Though others may not share his zeal in this matter, none

can deny that it imparted a tone of uncommon energy to his

missionary life. He felt that his labors were connected with the

fulfilment of some of the most precious promises of God to his

church. That glorious future was to him a present reality;

so that, where others saw only discouragement, his eye glanced

forward to the brightness beyond. It seemed a special pro-

vision of Providence to sustain him in his many trials, leading

him to look less to man and more to God. It made even heavy

afflictions to work out a far more exceeding and eternal weight

of glory, while he looked not at the things that are seen, but

on the unseen and eternal. His exposition of the two witnesses,

p. 322—4 of "Lost Tribes," was often referred to, both in letters

and conversation, as affording him strong support under the

distressino- calamities of the Mountain Nestorians.



CHAPTER V

ARB IVAL IN OROOMIAH— MISSIONARY PHYSICIANS — CHOLERA — LABORS

AND LETTERS OF DR. GRANT — LOOTEE LABORS OF MRS. GRANT.

The province of Orooiiiiali lies in the north-western part of

Persia. The lofty mountains of Kurdistan look down on it from

the west. On the east the beautiful lake of the same name

extends, about eighty miles in length and thirty in width. It is

four thousand one hundred feet above the level of the sea, and

so salt that fish cannot live in its waters, though numerous

water-fowl— among which the beautiful flamingo is most con-

spicuous— enliven its shores. A highly fertile plain gently

slopes from the mountains to the lake, comprising an area of

about five hundred square miles, and dotted with not less

than three hundred villages. These vary in population i'rom

one hundred to one thousand inhabitants. The whole region,

from Khoy on the north as far south as Sulduz, is a perfect

garden. Several rivers from the mountains are almost drainedo
to irrigate the fields on either side. The roads in every direc-

tion are shaded by trees, often extending the most delicious

fruit within reach of the traveller. The landscape is one of the

loveliest in the east,— willow, poplar and sycamore trees line

the water-courses. Peach, apricot, pear, plum, cherry, quince

and apple trees, impart to some portions the appearance of a

forest, while the vineyards, and luxuriant fields and gardens of

the plain, form a striking contrast to the naked aspect of the

mountains. On these not a solitary tree is to be seen. Among

them, however, are two hundred villages belonging to the prov-
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ince, half hidden in lovely valleys, or perched high on steep hill-

sides. One of these last is now the summer residence of the

mission, at an elevation of fourteen hundred feet above the

lake, while the mountains of Kurdistan rise behind to the height

of twelve thousand feet, some of them crowned with snow

throughout the year.

Near the centre of the plain, and about four hundred feet

above the lake, stands the city of Oroomiah. It dates from a

distant antiquity, and claims to be the birth-place of Zoroaster.

Not far to the east of the city, an artificial mound, about seventy

feet high, marks the site of the temple where he fed the safcred

lires. It is a walled city, of nearly four miles in circumference,

and contains about twenty thousand inhabitants. Of these,

six hundred are Nestorians, two thousand Jews, and the rest

Mohammedans. The flat-roofed houses are mostly built of

mud or sun-burnt bricks, and are enclosed w^ith high walls of

the same material. Often the house itself forms one side of the

enclosure. The more wealthy have beautiful gardens attached

to their dwellings, where the family can enjoy themselves, secure

from all intrusion.

Here, and in the villages of the plain, twenty thousand Nes-

torians furnish a most inviting field of missionary labor. The

same causes that led their ancestors to favor Persia, rather than

Rome, now render them peculiarly jealous of the Pope. Just as

the tragic story of Hassan and Ilossein feeds the hatred of the

Persian Shiite against the Soonees of Turkey, so have the

wrongs of the banished patriarch of Constantinople, and his

death among the sands of Libya, fed the hatred of the Nesto-

rians against both the eastern and western church. This has

tended to keep them comparatively uncontaminated by the cor-

ruptions of Rome. While that church forbids the circulation

of the Scriptures among the people, they appeal to them as the

standard of faith, and desire their diffusion among all classes in

a language they can understand. Their forms are simple, and
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more scriptural than those of other Eastern churches. They abhor

image-worship, auricuhir confession, and the doctrine of Purga-

tory. And yet, as a church, they had sunk into the grossest

ignorance. None but their clergy could read or write. Female

education was unknown, and the observance of fasts and feasts

usurped the place of holiness in heart and life. Still, some, con-

scious of their degradation, seemed to seek for better things ; and

all hailed the arrival of men who brought with them the Bible,

and promised to revive the glory of their ancient schools.

With such encouragements in the people themselves, their

location was no less promising. Out of the usual routes of com-

merce, it was also out of the way of those European vices that

contaminate even the heathen. For the wickedness of some,

away from the restraints of Christian lands, as far excels the

wickedness around them, as their intelligence and energy

exceeds that of the degraded people among whom they dwell.

Where such men occupy positions of influence, they over-

shadow the missionary, and counteract his labors. His piety

does not relieve Christianity of a tithe of the reproach cast

upon it by their vices.

But in Oroomiah, as the missionary was first on the ground,

men got their idea of Christianity from his character ; and this

influence for good was as unchecked as it was extensive, for nei-

ther vicious example nor direct opposition was there to interfere.

The whole weight of European superiority in art and science

was thrown into the scale of morality and religion, and made

subservient to the glory of Christ.

Such was the field Dr. Grant now entered, and his esteemed

predecessor still lives to reap the harvest they sowed together.

That they were happy in each other may be inferred from a letter

of the latter to Dr Anderson, November 4, 1835, in which he

says, " Permit me to say that, from my short acquaintance with

Dr. Grant, I have great confidence that your choice has been

remarkably successful." And agan\, October 27, 1836, he says to
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a missionary friend, " Having lived in the same yard with Dr.

and Mrs. Grant now for nearly a year, I venture to affirm that

four hearts were never more happily united in missionary plans,

cares and labors, than ours." While Dr. Grant writes to Dr.

Anderson, November 10, 1835, " Permit me to express my

gratitude to God and to the Board, for placing me with such an

invaluable associate as I trust I have found in Mr. Perkins."

Dr. Grant left Tabriz again on the very date of this letter, to

get the houses in readiness for the mission families. But so

very slow were the movements of the carpenters, that Mr. Per-

kins and the ladies, who left six days later, found things quite

unprepared for their reception. The date of their arrival in

their new home was one long to be remembered. After riding

all day in a driving storm of rain, they were introduced into an

open room, and sat down with the carpenters among the shav-

ings. It was late in November, and very cold. Then, as Dr.

Grant had not expected them in the storm, and their loads were

left behind, they had neither bedding, provisions, nor a change of

clothing. A large fire, however, was soon blazing; bread and

kebabs (small morsels of meat roasted on skewers) were pro-

cured from the market. A long ride had sharpened their appe-

tite, and after a vigorous attack on the huge loaves, or rather

leaves ( they were more than two and a half feet long, by one

in breadth), with their savory contents, they slept sweetly on

the piles of shavings, covered with the cloaks they had dried by

the fire. Still, even thus, there was no place like home ; and,

with grateful hearts, they long observed the 20th of November

as their Pilgrim's day. They were obliged to occupy their

houses at once, just as they found them ; and while the grains

of barley sprouted in the mud-plaster of Mr. Perkins' chamber,

partially heated by a stove in an adjoining room, the frost stif-

fened the bed-clothes of Dr. Grant, whose room was not thus

warmed. Such exposure doubtless prepared the way for the

sickness that followed. But, as the rainy season had set in, to
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have delayed longer might have been to fare worse ; and to have

spent the winter at Tabriz might have hazarded the prosperity,

if not the very existence, of the mission.

Mrs. Grant thus describes her arrival, in a letter to Mr. Mer-

rick, dated December 3 :

u ^ # :.X= # # I am now quite well, and very, very hajjpy. I

feel that I have at length reached my home, and that my wan-

derings, for a time at least, are over. 0, 't is so sweet to sit

by one's own fireside, with those we love about us ; but sweeter

still to surround our own domestic altar, and unite in prayer

and praise to our heavenly Benefactor

!

" I have wished a hundred times, dear brother, that you were

a sharer in our joys. I cannot describe my emotions when first

saluted by our Nestorian friends. The bishop came galloping

out to meet us, his whole countenance glowing with delight.

' How do you do ?— I 'm very glad to see you,' were his first

words. To be addressed, on my entrance to my missionary

field, in my own language, was indeed afiecting. AVe were met

by many of the villagers, with the fiither of the bishop at their

head, and received from them a most cordial welcome. His

mother and family also greeted us very aff"ectionately, so that

we felt as if we were among near friends, if not relations.

" I was much afi"ected to hear the brother of the bishop, a boy

of fourteen, read in the English Testament as well as most boys

of his own age at home. I could only sit and weep, inwardly

thanking God for all that mine eyes saw and ears heard." ^ =^ ^

They were hardly settled before the governor sent to

welcome them, and as soon as possible came in person. The

Nestorians sent in many presents, and in every way testified

delight at their coming. Mar Yohanna gave his younger

brother to Dr. Grant, to study English and medicine, even be-

fore he reached the city; and himself was an inmate of his

family, till the pressure of 1837 compelled the mission to dis-
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miss liiiii iTom their service. Dr. Grant was at once go thronged

with patients that he could scarcely find time to attend to

anything else. As soon as possible, he opened a regular dis-

pensary. The nobility and clergy, as well as those too sick to

come, were visited at their houses. The rest thronged the

dispensary in crowds at the stated hours. It was interesting to

see Moslems and Nestorians coming together to receive kind-

ness from the stranger, who ministered to all for Jesus' sake.

The aged were helped forv/ard by their children. Little ones

were brought by their anxious mothers. Some, hardly able to

w^alk, were supported by their friends ; and others, led by the

hand, utterly blind, from ophthalmia. The languid face of the

sick turned sadly on the physician, while each word and look

Avas made a basis for hope, or a confirmation of their anxious

fears.

Says Dr. Grant, in a letter to Dr. Anderson : " As I have

witnessed the relief of hitherto hopeless suffering, and seen

their grateful attempts to kiss my feet, and my very shoes at

the door, both of which they would literally bathe with tears,

— especially as the haughty Moollah has stooped to kiss the

border of the garment of the despised Christian, some thanking

God that I would not refuse medicine to a Moslem, and others

saying that in every prayer they thanked God for my coming,—
I have hoped that, even before I could teach our religion, I was

domg something to recommend it, and wished that more of my

professional brethren might share this luxury of doing good."

But, with all this, there was much to try the patience.

Children, with fevers, or summer-complaints, came eating

unripe fruit, and their parents would often go away with-

out medicine, rather than take it from them. Others, after

listening to the most specific directions, still asked a thou-

sand questions. Must the milk allowed for diet be that of a

goat, sheep, buffalo, ass or cow ; and, if the latter, what must be

her color ?— for, according to them, that of a white cow is cold,
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and of a red one hot. For a similar reason, they inquire what

must be the sex of the chicken used to make the broth pre-

scribed ; — one article is dry, and another moist; this makes

blood, and that bile; one vein in the arm takes blood from

the head, another from the liver, and so on. And, if too ignor-

ant to ask all these learned questions, the patient not unfre-

quently asks whether he is to swallow paper and medicine too,

— if this is not done at once, without inquiry. Then the

directions must be repeated over and over, the sick man

must know the name of his disease ; men of rank must have

the pulse felt in both wrists, and then be told every ache

and pain they have, without further questioning. Or, if free

from both, they must be told what medicine to take to remain

so. These are a few of the annoyances, occurring perhaps

fifty times a day. And, after all his labor, the efforts of the

physician are often rendered vain, by the patient's going ex-

actly contrary to a plain direction as to medicine or food.

Even in the most alarming diseases, the physician cannot

prevail on them to touch a spoonful of chicken-broth during a

fast. If he remonstrates, they reply that they will sooner die

than yield. Dr. Grant's practice among the Irish of Utica

must have been a good introduction to what lay before him in

Persia and Kiirdistan.

But sometimes he got more credit than he deserved. He once

applied a blister behind the ear of a Persian noble, for a local

pain, caused by exposure in coming out of a bath in winter. It

drew finely and cured the patient, and the doctor had the

credit of perceiving that all that water had run into his ear in

the bath and frozen there, and then such a wonderfully jiot

medicine as he had to thaw it out ! While such incidents pro-

cured him a great name among the people, the real benefits he

conferred procured more of real reputation. Especially did

the sight restored to many by the removal of cataract give him

an immense influence to employ for Christ. Patients came as
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many as five days' journey ; Nestorians from the mountains,

Kurdish chiefs even from Amadia beyond, and some from

the distant borders of Georgia. Among the thousands who

thronged him were many of the highest rank and influence,—
the governor of the province, two princes of the royal family,

and many of the Persian nobility.

And yet all was done so prudently that, though his services

were entirely gratuitous, he gave no offence to the native phy-

sicians. There was no show to attract customers, and he was

ready to aid the native practitioners with both medicine and

instruction.

He felt that a missionary-physician should seek to win their

friendship, and prepare them for usefulness. It is vain to

hope to supply the heathen with enlightened physicians. But

he thought that, in a spirit of love, much might be done towards

relieving the great mass of suffering he could not possibly

attend to in person, by elevating those they had ; and on this

principle he always acted. A petty professional jealousy formed

no part of the character of Dr. Grant.

He declined attendance on their wealthy patients, unless for

gome special reason ; and in Mosul, at least, if there was no

gpecial intimacy, he consented to visit them only as a consulting

physician. There, too, he required all who came to bring a

teskereh (certificate) from the Priest, Moollah, or Rabbi, as

their sect might be, testifying that they were proper objects of

charity, before he would prescribe. This relieved him from

the annoyance of many trivial ailments, and at the same time

enabled the clergy to show kindness to the poor at little cost.

AVhile he thus shared with them the credit of the cure, he

also effectually prevented their persecuting such of their people

as vrere inquiring for the truth.

A Jacobite bishop once anathematized all who came to the

xVmericans for medical aid ; but he soon found he was reckoning

without his host. The people would not be kept away, and the
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clergy who came thenisclves could not reFasc ieslccrcls to those

who really needed thciu.

These things show the importance of a pious physician in the

earlier stages of a mission. Our Saviour knew v^hat would give

his ministers access to men ; and while he himself went about

healing all manner of disease, he gave power to his disciples to do

the same, and sent them to heal the sick as well as preach the

gospel. We know how Paul employed this gift of healing to

open a way for the truth ; and the cure of a lame man in the

temple, by Peter and John, laid the foundation for a sermon

second in its results only to that delivered on Pentecost. Those

miraculous gifts have passed away, but the human heart will

never cease to be susceptible to such kindness. A heathen may

be deaf to the most moving discourses of Christ and heaven

;

but, let the missionary relieve his bodily suffering, and then tell

him he does it for Jesus' sake, and speak of what led him to

love that Saviour, and what Christ is able to do for all, and he

secures a hearing few others could obtain. It is diihcult for a

missionary, as such, to gain access to a people. The Moslem

still hates Christianity. Heathen are suspicious of a stranger.

The nominal Christians of the East are full of prejudice, and

emissaries are not wanting to excite that prejudice, or even

create it where it is wanting. Fi^om such causes the mere mis-

sionary may- remain for years isolated and shunned, if not de-

spised, and all opportunity of doing the good he yearns to do be

utterly denied him. But the missionary physician is sought by

all. The hovel and the [>alace open alike at his approach.

Even the harem, where a brother may not intrude, is not too

sacred for "the infidel," when he enters as an angel of mercy to

the sick and dying. Thns he reaches the heart when most sus-

ceptible to the truth, and, introducing his brethren, enlarges

their sphere of ut-efulness as well as his own.

We have seen the usefulness of Dr. Grant in Constantinople,

but it was not confined to the capital. At Trebizond lie found

6*
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prejudice against Franks so strong that even tlic propei ty of the

English consul had been destroyed, and one of the niis^^ionaries

could scarcely obtain a house to live in; and yet, could he have

remained, he would have been welcomed everywhere. So evi-

dent was tills, that the missionary would have detained him, had

he not been needed so much at Oroomiah. When Dr. A. Smith

attended an Italian padre at Mosul, one of the people was

verheard saying to another, "The Catholics were very angry

)ecause the Americans came here to do good among us, but

now the padre himself is glad of their services, and the Ameri-

can physician does him all the good he can."

The iniiuence of a pious physician is much more important

at the outset of a mission than afterwards. When the missionary

comes to be better known, this aid is less necessary, though

even then it is not useless. A missionary in Oroomiah, writing

in 1838, after saying that "much has been done, as in former

years, in medical practice, and with the like happy eifect of con-

ciliating the confidence of all classes," immediately adds, " while

our brethren of many other missions have encountered storms

of opposition, nothing of the kind has ever yet been organized

against us."

Other things, it is true, are to be taken into account in both

cases ; and yet it is not to be overlooked that Oroomiah and

Aintab, the only two stations in western Asia where a physician

laid the foundation, furnish the most marked examples of suc-

cess. In these two places the work advanced more rapidly,

spread more exteiisively, and met with fewer obstacles, than any-

where else in the region round about. Saj^s Dr. Lobdell, of the

work at Aintab, as late as April, 1852, " If the missionary

should refuse to prescri1)e for the sick, while the people have so

nmch more confidence in him than in the native physicians (and

that missionary was not a regular physician), I do not think it

would be lono- before there would be a decline of interest in the

p;reat matter of salvation." T^: fact that an Armenian, not a
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Protestmt, offered Dr. L. one thousand piastres if he would stay

and lab:r there, instead of passing on to Mosul, shows how the

matter is viewed by men who have no interest in the truth.

No one, acquainted with the tedious years of hope deferred,

at Smyrna and Constantinople, Broosa and Erzroom, but must

be struck with the contrast between them and the two sta-

tions referred to. Still, in Syria there are physicians, and not

the same progress
;
perhaps because they were not there at first,

to give character to the mission, and, though afterwards useful,

they could not regain the ground that had been lost.

Mosul, as we shall see, had to contend with other difficulties
;

but the advantage of having Dr. Grant there at the outset, even

after so long an interval, is still felt by his successors.

We have seen the physician who prescribed for the Governor

of Tabriz selected as likely to meet a more flivorable reception at

Oroomiah than a clergyman. The event proved the wisdom of the

selection. Whatever advantage that mission has derived from its

excellent location and the general favor of all classes, from the

very first, is to be attributed, in no small degree, to the medical

services of Dr. Grant. The sympathy of the Nestorians with

us, as common opponents of papal errors, needed much tender

nursing before it could ripen into sympathy with us as the ad-

vocates of a spiritual religion. Ignorance and jealousy, selfish-

ness and the intrigues of those eager to sow the seeds of sus-

picion, might have clouded the fair dawn of the enterprise, had

not the good will secured by such a physician preserved their

confidence till it was confirmed by a spiritual appreciation of

better things. That the good will of the Moslems was secured

at first m.ainly by Dr. Grant, is testified, with generous candor,

by his excellent colleague, when he says, of the remark of a

Persian noble, on their first arrival, " Your coming here is like

the rising of the sun upon the world," " The khan, doubtless,

alluded to the prospect of temporal benefit from Dr. Grant's

practice in medicine, and my giving secular instruction." An-
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other of the missionaries says that, on account of. his medical

practice, Dr. Grant had had more than twenty times as much

intercourse with the Mohammedans as the missionary sent out

expressly for them. Not that the physician deserves more

credit than the ordained missionary, or that we ought to fix the

amount of credit due to different individuals ; but these things

are mentioned that the usefulness of missionary physicians may

be appreciated, and that we may see the trials of Dr. Grant, in

leaving his children, were not endured for naught.

But the missionary physician is also useftil in prolonging the

lives of his associates ; and, if ever there was a station where a

physician was needed for that purpose, that station is Oroomiah.

Situated far in the interior, out of the reach of other educated

physicians, it is also peculiarly unhealthy. The great heat

of summer, joined to the abundant irrigation of the plain, and

the decaying vegetable matter that must abound in a region of

so great fcrtilit}', produces a malaria exceedingly fruitful in

disease ; and, therefore, no small part of the usefulness of Dr.

Grant consisted in ministering to his associates in their frequent

sickness. That these views of his usefulness as a physician

are not exaggerated, may be seen from the following extract of

a letter from the mission, 19th January, 1839, applying for

another physician to take his place. Having given an account

of the failure of his health, they proceed to say :
" We are now

reluctantly constrained, by the exigency of the case, to request

you to secure another physician for this mission, to take the

place of Dr. Grant. We are aware that it is difficult to obtain

men with all the important qualifications for such a work
;
jet

we are fully persuaded that the usefulness of a missionary-

physician in this field will make it an object with the Board to

procure one, at the expense of almost any effort. Whether we

regard the impression made on the Moslems by Dr. Grant's

medical practice, or the almost constant sickness in our ov.'n

families, we find the strongest reasons to sustain this opinion.
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The good-will, not only of the Nestorians, but of all classes, has

evidently been conciliated by his gratuitous practice, and that

without exciting the jealousy even of the native physicians. The

prospect of a war between Persia and England, so far from

exciting hostility against us, has led to the expression of the

most friendly feelings toward all of us, and Dr. Grant in par-

ticular ; and numbers have expressed a strong desire that we

would not leave the country with the officers of the English

embassy. We have reason to believe that this feeling is, under

Grod, to be attributed, in a great measure, to the medical prac-

tice of Dr. Grant. ^Ye need not remind you that the continu-

ance of such feelings is important to the permanent existence of

our mission.

" As respects the importance of a physician to our own fam-

ilies, we do not speak unadvisedly when Ave say that, on an aver-

age, half our number have been sick for one-half of the time; and,

with the exception of Mr. Ilolladay, all have been seriously sick

during that period ; and, though some of us have, from time to

time, been raised almost from the brink of the grave, yet our

health is being gradually undermined by such frequent sickness

We have reason to believe that much depends, in these attacks,

on the unmediate attention of a physician, and a judicious use

of medicine on the first symptoms of disease.

"In conclusion, we cannot forbear to suggest that it may be

missionary economy to provide for the health of your mission-

aries ; for, if they sink under the influence of the climate just as

they are prepared to be useful [one such had just died], this

involves a heiivy expense to recruit our ranks, and our lalors,

at the same time, must be less effective."

The following extracts from a letter of Dr. Perkins to the

writer, dated June 15, 1852, need no comment. Speaking of

the early history of the mission, he says

:

" No European had resided in this remote Persian town, and

the rude and bloody character of its Mussulman inhabitants, of
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the formidable Afishar tribe, at that time was so notorious that

our English friends at Tabriz deemed our enterprise extremely

hazardous. Dr. Grant was the man for the place and the

period. His personal intrepidity, and his commanding form and

mien,— things which so strongly impress orientals,— especially

in connection with his skilful practice as a physician, soon won

the respect and confidence of all classes, and contributed very

materially to our security during the first years of our residence

here, and to the permanent success of our mission,— more,

doubtless, than any other earthly means or influence. It was

not only as bestowed on the natives that his medical services

were very important to our mission. During the first years of

our residence here, we ourselves experienced a great amount

of sickness, partly from the common process of acclimation, and

partly from confinement in a hot city during the entire summer.

Under God, he restored me from the very brink of the grave,

when carried thither by a violent and distressing fever, sixteen

years ago. For several days I was entirely unconscious, so that,

for a time, he despaired of my recovery; but our heavenly

Father smiled upon his ceaseless efforts, and raised me up again

to life. The little I have been enabled to accomplish during

these sixteen years, — indeed, that I have been an inhabitant of

3arth,— I owe, instrumentally, to the skill and assiduity of Dr.

Grant. Nor am I the only one of our circle deeply indebted

to him as a physician."

It may not be too much to say, then, that, but for the services

of Dr. Grant, the history of the mission to the Nestorians might

have been easily written, ending in the sad record of the death

of the pioneers, far from the reach of all medical assistance.

Though Dr. Grant left America in excellent health, with a

good constitution, and inured to hardship and fatigue, yet in

July he was prostrated with intermittent fever ; and, before he

fairly recovered, the labor and care of attendance on other

members of the mission, dangerously ill, with other causes,
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induced a severe attack of the cliolera, that bronglit him to the

very gates of death. lie had all the appalling symptoms of a

state of collapse in that fatal disease ; and, though he was able

to direct to the use of remedies blessed to his restoration, his

system never fully recovered from the blow. Ever after, his

stomach rejected, more or less frequently, every variety of food.

Severe neuralgic pains and cramps, the recurrence of intermit-

tent fever, and other effects of the miasma of the plain, were the

occasion of almost constant suffering. His own account of their

situation that summer, is contained in the following extract of a

letter to his mother, dated October 11, 1836

:

" My Dearest Mother : # # # # The Lord has been visit-

ing us with sickness for some months past.' I have had two or

three attacks of fever, and my eyes have been so inflamed as to

require me to bleed and blister freely. Mrs. Perkins and the

dear children have also suffered from ophthalmia. Mr. Perkins

and the ladies have each had tv/o or three returns of fever. He

was so low as to be insensible for several days. At the same

time, his little son was so sick with croup that, several times, we

thought he was breathing his last. Providentially, I was able,

with much effort, to attend on them; but, on the 16th ult., I

was brought to the borders of eternity by a violent attack of

cholera. ^ ^ ^ =5^ The Lord, in great mercy, has raised us all

up again. Let us sing of his loving kindness all the days of our

life ! Do not think these trials made me doubt whether I was in

the path of duty. No, dear mother. While expecting each hour

to be my last, I could have testified to the world the excellence

of the missionary work. May my dear sons be prepared to more

than fill their father's place, and may we all have grace to labor

faithfully while we may !

"

To his brother he adds, at a later date :
" In such circum-

stances, for how much of this world do you think I would have
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exchanged my hope in Christ ? 0, how all its wealth and hon-

ors sink into insignificance ! But the riches of grace, through

the blood of the Lamb,— how rich ! how free ! All I had ever

done or suffered for Christ vanished into nothing, as I thought of

what he had done to purchase such peace of mind as I then

enjoyed, though racked with excruciating pain."

This sickness brought out in prominent relief the excellent

qualities of his character. Mr. Perkins had just gone to

Tabriz. The whole care of the mission devolved on him ; and

only women and children were about him, needing his services,

rather than able to assist. Yet, though spasms pervaded his

whole system,— though his features were sunken, his breath

cadaverous, his extremities quite cold and shrivelled, and his

voice so hollow as with difficulty to be understood,— he calmly

observed every symptom, and prescribed accordingly, at the

same time continuing his superintendence of the affairs of the

mission ; and though, while recovering from this, fever and ague

set in, yet, four days after the attack, he was able to entertain

one of the royal princes of Persia,— MalekKassim M€erza, —
not only at his table, but with an examination of the school that,

as it was vacation time, he had summoned together for the pur-

pose. The prince was highly delighted, and expressed his

unqualified commendation of the school, urging the scholars to

learn the language and literature of the English, as well as their

own. That this was no trifling honor will appear from the fact

that a Persian prince never condescends to enter the house of

one of his own subjects, whatever his rank ; and even the Gov-

ernor of Oroomiah was not allowed to sit down in the presence

of this one. It showed, too, some energy of will, as well as

strength of constitution, that, in such circumstances. Dr. Grant

was able to attend to this and the other duties devolving on

him, in the absence of his associate.

These " other duties," in ordinary times, were by no means

few or small. Besides his professional labors,— so abundant
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that, in one year from his arrival, he had prescribed for about

ten thousand patients, and operated for cataract more than fifty

times,— he taught a class in English, instructed his medical

student, had the partial supervision of the boys' boarding-school,

received and returned the visits of the Mohammedans, had the

care of the secular and pecuniary affairs of the mission, and

superintended the three village schools,— a work requiring, at

that time, a much more vigilant superintendence than now, when

the teachers are better educated and more trustworthy. The

jealousy of the Moslems, at so much attention being shown to the

Nestorians, obliged him, also, to devote a smali part of each day

to teaching a school for them. The boar*^ing-school was opened

Jan. 18, 1836, with seven scholar?. The very next day the

number increased to seventeen, and as early as May it amounted

to forty.

To Dr. Grant, his most interesting labor was the care of a

Sabbath-school, that commenced on the 24th of Jan., 1836, with

some tiventV'five scholars, and in July had increased to fifty.

In this he had the aid of six teachers,— Mar Yohanna, four

pi-iests and a deacon. They met in a large room, forty feet

5y twenty, without any floor but the earth ; the walls built of

the same material, and the flat roof covered with the same prim-

itive protection from the weather. The scholars sat on coarse

mats, on the floor, as attentive as any Sabbath-school children

in America, and recited their lessons, committed to memory from

the gospel. These were then explained by their teachers, as

they had been instructed by the missionaries. After that, Dr.

Grant made practical remarks, as our superintendents do at

home, and the whole was closed by singing a psalm in the

ancient Syriac. No wonder that he writes, in a postscript to

one of his letters, " I regi*et that all my communications bear

the marks of so much haste. But what shall I do ? If I write

at all, I must do it in a hurry, or neglect other important duties.

The preparation of medicine, the care of the sick, of my pupils,

7
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and the secular affairs of the mission, leave me little more than

the night for study. Of that I use as much as I dare, and still

I have not enough."

All this i^ressure of labor, the time necessarily devoted to the

acquisition of both Turkish and Syriac, and his frequent illness,

did not prevent his laboring for Christ in gther ways. In

March, 1837, he wrote his " Appeal to Pious Physicians," so

extensively circulated as a missionary tract ; and his letters to

friends in America show that he could find time to plead with

the unconverted, comfort the bereaved, and try to train up his

children to be holy and useful.

Writing to an imponitent brother, Feb., '36, he says :
" I feel

the more anxiety for you because of the critical period of life to

which you have arrived, and ibe many temptations around you.

If a man settles in life unconverted, tho chances are very much

against his ever becoming a Christian. ' The cares of this world,

and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, an<3 it becometh

unfruitful.' The heart set upon the world thinks little of more

durable riches. It is so taken up with its earthly habitation,

that it thinks little of the ' house not made with hands, eternal

in the heavens.' You have the little Bible which I gave you -,

and, while I hope it sometimes reminds you of an absent brother,

his ardent prayer is that its precious truths may make you wise

unto salvation. -^ ^ ^ ^ Did you know my anxiety, dear

brother, on your account, you would not blame me for saying

so much."

Writing to his mother and sister, on hearing of the death of

his father, May 11, he says: "We had fondly hoped to have

welcomed, ere this, a letter from the hand of our dear father

;

but, instead of that, our first intelligence concerning him is that

he is no more. Fain would we have been present to minister

at his bed-side, and then mingle our tears with yours ; but, as

nearly seven months passed away before the news of your be-

reavement reached our distant home, we had not the privilege
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of sympathizing with you, even in spirit. This is one of the

sore trials of the missionary. But we rejoice that you have oim

Friend, who sticketh closer than a brother, and who graciously

styles himself the God of the widow and fatherless."

Again, writing to his sister on the same subject, June 15, he

says \
^'-^ ^ ^ ^ Dear sister, is it not consoling to think, as

one after another of our loved ones are taken away, that they

have joined the company that may, ere long, welcome us also to

their blest abode ? 0, Mary, what a time will that be, when,

clothed in a Redeemer's righteousness, we shall sit down with

him in his kingdom, to go no more out forever ! If we are

indeed his, it will be but a few short days ere we shall see him

as he is ; and we, now so far separated, shall meet those who

have gone before us, and mingle our praises with the redeemed

from every nation under heaven. Pray, dear sister, that multi-

tudes here may be gathered in through our unworthy instrument-

ality. 0, how much we need the influence of the Spirit of God !

"

So intimately in his mind was united " the rest that remain-

eth " with his earthly toil, he could not think of them apart.

His affectionate heart did not soon cease to feel so severe a loss

;

and, therefore, we are not surprised to hear him, on the anni-

versary of that bereavement,— Oct. 11,— thus addressing his

mother : " ^ =^ ^ ^ How many we loved on earth have gone

before us to the mansions prepared by our Redeemer ! And if

we, through his rich mercy, are permitted to behold their glory,

what a company of those with whom we took sweet counsel in

this vale of tears will welcome us to their eternal embrace, and

tread with us those golden streets, while, with all the redeemed,

we ascribe ' Blessing and honor and glory and power unto him

that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb forever.' There

will be no more sighs and tears ; and there I trust you, my dear

mother, will not regret our short separation in this transitory

world."

The yearning heart of the father reveals itself in the touch-
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ing simplicity of the two following letters to his absent children,

and gives us a glimpse of what it cost him to be separated from

them.

" Tabriz, Persia, May 18, 1838.

" My Dear Hastings : I was told long ago that you had

learned to write, and I have wished very much to see a letter

from you. Why have you not written to your dear father ? I

hope you will write very often, and tell me where you are,

what you are doing,— whether you have good friends, good

books, good schools, good preaching, and whether you and

your little brother are good boys. When I get no letters from

you, I sometimes fear that you and Edwin will forget your dear

father, or that you do not love him and your dear mother as we

love you. We think of you and your dear brother, and talk

about you, aiid pray for you, every day ; and 2ve lace you very

much. We feel very anxious that you should both be very good

boys, and learn well, and love those who take care of you and

instruct you ; that you should love your dear father and

mother, and your little brother, Henry Martyn ; but especially

that you should love Jesus Christ, who gives you these friends

and every good thing you have, and who gave his precious life

to save you from sin. When we hear that you are good boys, we

feel very happy ; but if we hear that you have been bad boys,

and done wickedly, our hearts are very heavy— we feel sad

and unhappy.

" You, my dear Hastings, are so much older than your little

brother Edwin that you should try to teach him to be a good

boy, and do what will please God and your dear parents and

friends. You must teach him by your example, as well as by

your words. For, if he should see you do wrong, he will not mind

when you tell him that he must be a good boy. If he sees you

neglect what your good teachers and friends tell you, or sees

you play on the Sabbath, or take things without liberty, he will

very likely do wickedly too. If he hears you use bad Ian-
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guage, or tell lies, I fear he will do so also. But, if jou always

do rio-ht, you will teach 3^our little brother to do right too ; and

thus you will do good, please God and your friends. I have

written to your Uncle Ira and Mr. Shaw to provide good

friends and a good home for you, so that you may learn well,

and be prepared to do good to others. But you must always

look to God, your heavenly Father, to take care of you. He says

in his word, ' They that seek the Lord shall not want any good

thing.' ' Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you.' Do you re-

member that when the Lord asked Solomon what he should give

him, Solomon asked the Lord for an understanding heart ; and

God Avas pleased, and gave him wisdom, riches and honor ?

Now you, my dear son, should pray for an understanding heart,

that you may be wise and good, and then you will be happy."

In the same letter he says :
" I hope that the followers of Him

who had not where to lay his head will think less of accumulat-

ing wealth, and more of using it for the spread of the gospel.

When will Christians, bought with a Saviour's blood, learn to

lay up their treasures in heaven ? 0, to see as much anxiety

for investing funds in the conversion of the world to God as in

railroads and bank-stock ! If Christians felt the blessedness of

living wholly for God, what a different state of things should we

see in the church ! I feel nwre and more that, ere the world is

converted, Christians must come up to a higher and holier stand-

ard of consecration to God. They must feel that the great busi-

ness of life is to be co-workers with Jesus Christ, in saving this

lost world. Instead of taxing every energy of soul and body to

heap together a Rttlo shining dust, their daily inquiry should be.

What can 1 do to honor my Saviour, and save my dying fellow-

men from sin ? These are motives worthy of the powers of

Gabriel, and they should be first in our minds when we lie down

and when we rise up. We should carry them to our daily toil

;

7#
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we should feel that our time, our property, our influence, our

children, all belong to God. We are mt our own.

" I hope that you and Edwin may come out here as mis-

sionaries, if you are good boys. It would be a most happy

meeting for us all, if I could see you devoted to the service of

God in this distant land. We pray that this may be the case,

that you will seek, first of all, the kingdom of God and his

righteousness, and live to his glory. Pray much for your dear

father and mother, and little Henry, that the Lord may spare

our lives, and make us very useful in his service. Give our

love to all our friends who inquire respecting us.

" From your ever affectionate father,

" AsAHEL Grant."

" My Dear Edwin : Do you remember your dear father ? It

is a long time since you have seen me. You were then a

very little boy. I think you are now much larger, and know

much more than when I left you. I am happy to hear that you

can read. I hope you love to read good books ; they will make

you wise and good. Do you love to read the word of God ?

That is the best of all books. I wish very much to see you,

and I wish you could see your dear mother, and your little

brother, Henry Martyn. He is very small yet. He runs about

the house and the door-yard, and talks a little, but not very

plain. He was sick a long time, and we feared he would die.

But God was very good to him, and he is now very well. Your

dear mother thinks he looks like you. She has fourteen little

girls to teach. When we came to Persia none of the little

girls knew how to read ; but now some of them are learning. I

hope that all the little boys and girls will learn to read, and

learn to love God. I hope you love Jesus Christ, and pray to

him very often. Will you not pray every day for your dear

father, mother and brothers ? You must love your teachers,

and the dear friends who take care of you. Remember that
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Christ IS your best friend. That you may love him, do every-

thing to please him, and be very happy, is the daily prayer of

" Your ever affectionate father,

" AsAiiEL Grant."

The •' little brother " referred to in the last was born on the

3d of June, 1836, and suffered much in his infancy from the

climate, that proved fatal to so many of his playmates on the

mission premises.

The following extract from a letter to his brother Ira, Oct.

26, 1837, reveals something of his trials with reference to his

children :

u # # ^ My great desire for my dear sons is that they may

be entirely the Lord's. You say that Mr. Shaw, after

much effort to obtain for them a home, found none willing to

assume so responsible a charge (Mr. Smith, with whom he left

them, had died). AVere all, then, willing to assume the responsi-

bility of leaving those little orphans without a home ? Would

Christians, who might train them up for God, be free from guilt,

if, through their neglect, they grew up in sin? Or would they

be blameless, with regard to the perishing here^ if, for the same

reason, it became my duty to return to take charge of them ?

What if, when a fellow-missionary lay dangerously sick, I should

refuse the responsibility of prescribing for him ? Would I not

be held to answer for his death ? And yet, how often are Chris-

tians unwilling to assume the responsibility of doing a thing

they know ought to be done, without thinking of the greater

responsibility of leaving it undone ! A Christian cannot free

himself from responsibility in any question of duty that

comes before him. For his decision in each he is accountable

to God. If the path of duty is not clear, we must obtain light,

then decide. I know the responsibility was great in my decid-

ing to come to Persia; but would it have been less, had I de-

cided not to come ? That was a burden I dared not assume.
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Where duty is plain, a man cannot hope that he is a Christian,

if he refuses to do^it. If our hearts were wholly given to (xod,

we should feel that all we could do for the kingdom of Christ

was our dearest privilege^ and that word would take the place

of duty in our religious vocabulary."

In the beginning of 1837 Dr. Grant suffered again, through

over-exertion while still weak from previous illness. Mr. Per-

kins was yet unable to labor, and, as he could not bear to see

their efforts suspended, he staggered on under too great a bur-

den till his associate was able to resume his duties. Then over-

wrought nature gave way, and for five weeks he was scarce able

to leave the house. But soon he says, with his accustomed cheer-

fulness, " Through the mercy of God we are all able to engage

again in our increasingly interesting work."

Still his health needed to be confirmed, and to this end he

devoted more time to labors in the surrounding villages. In

one of these excursions,— June 24, 1837,— he visited the

ruins of Gugerchine castle, four hours north-east of Gavalan.

They are on an insulated cliff", that rises abruptly from the lake

about eight hundred feet, and can be reached only by a winding

path cut out of the rock, that passes over two drawbridges at a

giddy elevation. The low neck of land which joins it to the shore

is fortified by a wall and fosse, and on the summit deep caverns

are found among the ruins. A spring gushing from the side of

the cliff furnished an abundant supply of water for this strong-

hold of former days.

On the 12th of July he visited, for the second time, the Kurd-

ish chief, of Burdasoor, at his castle, nearly six hours west of

Oroomiah. This is perched on a projecting rock, several hun-

dred feet above the river that foams below. Its thick stone

walls, am.ple reservoir, magazine, subterranean passage, and the

wild mountain scenery around, must have prepared him for his

future waiiderings in Kurdistan. The chief received him very
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kindly, and urged him to bring his family to reside for a time in

the castle.

That these excursions were not always without danger will

appear from the fallowing adventure at Ada, November 11,

1836. Mr. Perkins and Dr. Grant, with their wives and

Priest Abraham, were walking quietly through the village,—
they had just left the house of Mar Yoosuf, whose guests they

y^^ere,— when three ruffians, of a class called Lootee, placed a

horse across their path to provoke an affray. The thick hedge

prevented their going round it, and Priest Abraham stepped

forward, mildly requesting them to remove it. Their only

answer was an attempt to stab him. Seeing the inoffensive

priest in such danger, Mr. Perkins instinctively sprang forward,

and the assassin at once turned on him. Nothing but the provi-

dential fall of Mr. Perkins at the moment saved him from in-

stant death. As it was, the dagger cut through his clothes and

punctured his side, without, however, inflicting serious injury.

Seeing his associate thus hard beset, Dr. Grant, who was behind,

flew to the rescue, and, unarmed as he was, drew his riding-whip

with such good effect across the villain's eyes as to turn his fury

in another direction. In the subsequent confusion, the whole

party escaped into a house ; and, besides Mr. Perkins, the

priest was the only other person injured. The timely interference

of Dr. Grant doubtless saved the valuable life of Mr. Perkins.

He writes to his sons afterwards, from Mosul, " Have you got

the riding-whip, with a deep cut in it near the handle, which I

sent you in the box ? That cut was probably the means of pre-

serving the life of Mr. Perkins. The fact of my running to his

rescue was entered on the mission records, under his direction ;

so please keep the whip as a memento of the occurrence."

The whole affair was overruled, by the God they served, to

their greater security in that land of violence ; for, through the

efforts of the British ambassador, the Lootee received such a
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chastisement from the Persian authorities as made people care-

ful how tl cj injured any member of the mission.

If Dr. Grant was abundant in labors, so was his companion.

She was able to commence her missionary work, as soon as she

arrived, with the ecclesiastics who had learned English with ISIr.

Perkins at Tabriz ; and now appeared the good fruits of her

thorough education. The bishops in her family— Mar Yohanna

and Mar Yoosuf— wondered to see a woman learning Syriac

through the Latin ; and got new ideas of female worth when,

reading together in the New Testament, she turned to the

Greek for the meaning of some difficult passage. It may be

questioned whether the impressions they received, as they sat

at her table and marked the Christ-like spirit that governed

all her conduct, did not prepare the way for the unheard-of ex-

periment of a girls' school, as much as her untiring efforts did

for its establishment. For, finding it impossible to begin such

a school at once, owing to the prejudices of the people, she

first taught her own domestics to read, and then sought to

interest her own sex in the education of their daughters. She

succeeded so well in this, that at length the desire of her heart

was gratified in the establishment of a female seminary. Of

this she was the first teacher, and with such ardor did she

engage in the work, that, when unable to leave her chamber, she

had the scholars assemble there ; for hers was a zeal that even

sickness could not abate. The female seminary, since so blessed

under the superintendence of Misses Fisk and Rice, opened on

the 12th of March, 1838, with four pupils. In the course of

two weeks, so favorable was the impression she made, that the

number doubled, and before the 19th of June she had four

times as many as at first.

As early as January, 1836, she had written to a friend :

" I do not know how the Nestorians would regard efi'orts for

the instruction of girls, as they are valued only in propor-

tion to the aoney they earn; but Mrs. Perkins and I intend to
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make the experiment. If we can be but the means of educat-

ing one or two, who can calculate the vast amount of good we

might accomplish ? Great watchfulness and circumspection are

necessary to this object, as example is a much better teacher

than precept. There is no danger of our setting too bright an

example of Christianity."

She had readily learned to speak the Turkish, and in a short

time was able to read the ancient Syriac. The modern Syriac,

irregular as it is, she not only read, but wrote also. When

Parley's Geography w^as translated by Mr. Perkins, she pre-

pared the maps for it ; and taught a class in Woodbridge's

Geography, in which Priest Abraham, John and a promising

deacon, were added to the bishops, and her Mohammedan pupil,

Meerza Asaad Ullah.

In one of her letters she gives us a glimpse of the interior

life of the mission, telling us of the Bible-class on Monday and

Saturday evenings, when the missionaries and their native help-

ers studied together the word of life. On Tuesday evenings,

the former met together for mutual consultation. And then

there were their reunions twice a week, begun Nov. 6, 1837,

when the natives presented their English sentences for criticism

to the missionaries, and then criticized, in turn, the Syriate of

their teachers. Thursday evening was devoted to a prayer-

meeting ; and on Sabbath, after two religious services in Syriac

and one in English, they met together with the Nestorians to

sing the Lord's songs in that strange, land, which yet to them

was not strange, for it was their chosen home, a land they

loved. Mrs. Grant, though suffering, like her husband, from the

climate, yet writes to her friends, June 1, 1837, " I think

I can say, sincerely, the two past years have been the happiest

of my life, and nothing but imperious necessity could ever

induce me to leave Oroomiah." Dec. 26, 1838, in a letter she

did not live to finish, after telling that not long before the

doctor prescribed for ten of their number in one day, and that
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her left eye was destroyed by a severe attack of ophthalmia, slie

adds, " But, through the great goodness of God, one eye still

continues strong. for a heart to praise Him !
" While her

husband kept up his old habits of reading, as time permitted, she

honored her mother's training in reading with him " Maculloch

on Malaria," as well as more pleasant, if not more interesting

volumes.

But her labors were not mere literary efforts. The medical

practice of her husband— I had almost said her own— intro-

duced her among all classes ; and, welcomed by her own sex alike

in the palace and the beggar's hut, she went about doing good.

If it is interesting to see Nestorian bishops instructed by her out

of the Scriptures, as was ApoUos once by the good Priscilla, it

were no less so to follow her into the homes of her degraded sex

in Persia, and see her work of faith and labor of love. No trait

in her character was more conspicuous than her skill in the sick

chamber. Which of her suffering associates could not join the

pioneer of the mission, and say, " Like Mercy's angel, we be-

held her hastening from room to room, when several of us were

sick at once. Like her Master, she went about doing good."

Still, amid such a variety of cares, her household affairs were

not neglected ; everything moved on in quiet regularity, and, as

others looked on her attentions to her little son and twin-daugh-

ters, and also to the three native children of whom she had the

care, they wondered how, with her weak health, she ever found

time for anything else. But, with all these labors, her only

hope for success was in God. Writing to Mr. Merrick, March

7, 1836, she says, " I am every day more and more convinced

that this is a most dreadfully wicked country ; 'nothing but the

almighty power of God can produce a change for the better.



CHAPTER VI.

INTEEEST IN THE MOUNTAINS— CORRESPONDENCE WITH COL. SHEIL AND
DE. RIACH SCHULTZ FAILURE OF HEALTH DEATH OF MRS. GRANT—
POLITICS OF KURDISTAN.

Dr. Grant was deeply interested in the Nestorians of the

mountains, even before he left America. The importance of

that field, and its difficulty, were just the things to recommend

it to his enterprising spirit. In a communication to D2'. Ander-

son, dated Nov. 15, 1837, he says : " When I first looked on

tiiis as my field of labor, the brightest beams of hope seemed to

radiate from the mountains. I felt it of the utmost importance

to enter them as soon as possible ; and the hope that my knowl-

edge of medicine would enable me to meet danger with more

impunity than others, was one of the strongest motives to my

coming. From that day to this, I have kept the subject con-

tinually before me, and its importance has by no means dimin-

ished in my mind, as a means of reviving the Nestorian church,

and evangelizing the whole region around." No mountaineer

visited the city but knew these feelings, and loved him for

them ; and no Kurd ever came for medicine who was not made

to contribute some information for future use in the enterprise.

For three years Dr. Grant laid siege to the mountains, encamped

at their base, watching for the first available point of access

to their unknown interior. Like John Williams, on the other

side of the globe, he felt that he could not be confined within the

limits of a single reef while the wide ocean lay before him.

Perhaps it was well that some in the mission were as prudent

8
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as he was ardent ; for He who wisely composes the church at

home of men of diflerent ages and temperaments does not leave

missions to one-sided influences, but sets one thing over against

another, that, by a proper balance, he may secure the highest

good. Perhaps, by himself. Dr. Grant would have entered too

soon, as others might have deferred too long. But God used

discouragements to render his purpose firmer ; and, when it had

grown strong enough to bear the hunger and weariness, the pain

and the peril, before it, then he led him into the theatre for

which he had been training him from the first.

And here let us hear the testimony of his earliest associate in

the field. Says Mr. Perkins, in the letter to the writer already

quoted, " If Dr. Grant's holy enthusiasm, either in the antici-

pation or prosecution of that difiicult and perilous enterprise,

sometimes got the better of his judgment in too zealously press-

ing forward the work, or too fondly embracing his chei-ished

theory, it was owing to his quenchless ardor in the cause of

Christ, of which, in most missionaries even, we see far too little.

If that enthusiasm ever amounted to a fault, we can easily

excuse it, so strongly did it lean to virtue's side. It was the

outburst of a great heart yearning and throbbing agonizingly

over the mournful desolations of those he verily believed to be

heirs of salvation according to the promise."

As early as Dec, 1835, an aged priest, from near Julamerk,

and an uncle of Mar Shimon, dined with the mission in Oroo-

miah. In the following February Dr. Grant enjoyed his first

interview with a brother of Mar Shimon ; and, in April of the

same year, he had a visit from Selim, Kurdish Pasha of Araa-

dieh, the brother of Ismael, of whom we shall hear again. On

the 26th of March Mr. Perkins had written a friendly letter to

Mar Shimon, and just two months later he received an answer,

equally friendly, begging a watch, and requesting to know at

what time he would visit him, that he might send a guard to

protect him from the Kurds.
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July 1, Dr. Grant wrote to the Prudential Committee, urging

the importance of entering the mountains as soon as practicable,

because they formed a part of the field assigned to the mission,

and the main body of the people was there. The variations in

the spoken language rendered an acquaintance, with all its

dialects desirable before translating the Scriptures, or even pub-

lishing tracts in it for the people. The work should progress

in all parts of the field at once, that a common sympathy might

pervade the whole, and one part not advance alone in intelli-

gence, so as to become an object of suspicion to the other. The

Patriarch, too, resided in the mountains ; and it w^as important

that he should not be left behind in the movement of the clergy

and people on the plain. There was no telling what mischief

might arise, should enemies get in before us, and fill his ear

with slander before he had become acquainted for himself with

our principles and plans ; and it was not to be supposed that

Papists, who strained every nerve to oppose us on the plain, and

were already posted on the other side of the mountains, would

delay to operate against us there.

These arguments left no doubt of the desirableness of the

undertaking. Each subsequent page of the history of the mis-

sion commends the far-seeing wisdom that perceived them at

that early day. It does not become us to find fault with events

as Providence has arranged them ; and yet, had Mar Shimon

been brought earlier under the influence of the evangelical

movement in Oroomiah, his situation might have been a more

happy one to-day. Or had Rome got possession of a position

not only commanding, but looking down into ours on the plain,

it is easy to see at what a disadvantage we must ever after have

fought the good fight of faith. When Dr. Grant sav/ how Prov-

idence had mercifully preserved the mountaineers from the

enemy till he had brought us, as it were, on purpose for their

deliverance, his soul was grieved at every day's delay : he

longed to fly to their help at once.
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But, though the desirableness of the enterprise was estab-

lished, the great question remained, Is it practicable ? Messrs.

Smith and Dwight were deterred, by representations of its

impracticability, from entering the mountains in 1830. Mr.

Perkins was instructed by the Board, in September, 1833, to

" visit the Patriarch as soon as may be, lest perverse men should

prejudice his mind against you ;
" and, accordingly. Dr. Grant

set himself to work to ascertain, as accurately as might be, the

perils of the enterprise, and see whether or no they were really

an insurmountable objection. He longed to enter ; but, accord-

ing to an old adage, he would look before he leaped.

He had already written to Mr. Dwight, and received an

answer, dated Sept.* 6, 1836, in which he says :
'' I consider the

object a very important one ; and, were I in your situation,

would certainly try hard to secure it. And yet, I would not

run great risk for the sake of going immediately. Your being

u physician would, doubtless, be of great advantage in the

undertaking."

As the ground had never been gone over by any European,

it was, of course, impossible to gain information from such.

The only way was to make inquiries of such mountaineers as he

met with, the Persian authorities conversant with that region,

and such European travellers as had gone nearest the route in

question. While he made unceasing inquiries of the two former

classes, one of the latter was fortunately within reach ; and to

him— Col. Shell, brother of the celebrated member of Parlia-

ment— he addressed a letter, inquiring whether he considered

it unsafe to visit Tyary, and stating that Mar Shimon had

invited him to visit him, and promised him a guard through the

country of the Kurds ; that he had ascertained he could go the

usual route, through the Hakkary country, in three days, and

sleep each night in a Christian village ; or a more southern one,

through Burdasoor, where the chief was his friend, and would

protect him to Mar Beeshoo, a Nestorian village, only fevirteen
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hours from the Patriarch. He asks whetlicr he would advise

him to accept the invitation of Mar Shimon, and confide in his

promise of a guard. Col. Shell replied, June 22 :

" For myself, I should not hesitate a moment to visit Tyary

with a guard from Mar Shimon, and would feel perfectly safe

in doing so. But, in your case, much would depend on the

feelings of the priesthood toward your labors [Col. S. was

an Irish Catholic]. With the protection of the chiefs you men-

tion, I should say there was no danger whatever in the under-

taking. The journey is practicable, beyond a doubt, and the

danger not very great,— much less, I presume, than you

anticipate."

Such was the encouraging reply of the fearless colonel, whose

kindness to Dr. Grant neither begun nor ended here. But, so

much had been said of the madness of the .undertaking, that, in

October, he wrote to his good friend Dr. Riach for his opinion

of the matter. The reply of the " canny Scot "was much more

cautious than that of the Irish soldier. He begins by saying

that no European can travel there without danger ;
yet there

is little prospect of its being removed for a long time to come.

But— and it is amusing to see how carefully he considers the

matter— if, just before entering, the Hakkary country is quiet

;

if Yahya Khan, of Salmas, offers a guard, and pledges your

safety ; if the Kurds were as well disposed to Persia as they

now are, and the Persian authorities gave letters to Yahya

Khan calling on him to protect you; if, besides the guard

from him, you have one also from Mar Shimon; and if

your baggage is so scanty as not to excite the cupidity of

the Kurds ; — if all or most of these circumstances were

combined, I should think there was considerable prospect

of safet^f to a judicious person. He closes with the remark,

" I feel much more strongly than ever that your mission must

be broun;ht into contact with the Mountain Nestorians." With

all its caution, it will be seen that his letter is eminently

8#
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judicious. The good man — who, in July, had gone two hun-

dred miles out of his way to visit the missionaries, and cheer

them in their work— evidently felt an aifectionate solicitude

for the safety of his professional brother, and, at the same time,

was anxious that the journey should be performed.

Immediately on the receipt of this,— Nov. 15,— Dr. Grant

wrote to the committee; and, after reviewing w^hat has just

been made known to the reader, he says :
" The letter of Dr.

Riach is characterized by candor and caution. I fully agree

with him that we cannot soon hope for a change that will render

the undertaking entirely safe. For centuries the Kurds have

been the same wild marauders. Last year Reschid Pasha sub-

dued a part of Kurdistan ; but none in modern times have pen-

etrated to the Hakkary country, nor is there any speedy

prospect that it will be done. Numerous as are the doctor's

conditions, they might almost all be met at once. As for guards,

I would like one or two guides from Yahya Khan ; but I would

sooner trust to the coarse garb of the mountaineers, and that

frankness and kind feeling that commend themselves even to the

savage, than to a regiment of soldiers. When the attempt will

be made depends on the majority of the mission and your

instructions. In my last I expressed the opinion that, as

repeated illness had prevented that progress in the language

that was desirable, the attempt should be deferred till another

year.

"Whoever goes should spend several months in familiar inter-

course with the people by the wayside, and in their smoky huts.

He should win their confidence by unwearied kindness, and

study their character and institutions under the varied circum-

stances of their wild mountain-life. As to the number that

should go : On the one hand, he might feel lonely, and in need

of counsel,— he would also feel the want of help in sickness

;

but, on the other, one would attract less notice, and, in case of

violent death, the loss to the mission would be less serious.
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Much has been said of the fiito of Schultz ; but we may make

too much of a single case, without a careful consideration of the

circumstances. I have taken pains to learn the facts in the

case, and both Turks and Persians agree that he made an inju-

dicious show of wealth. He v/as the agent of a European

monarch, carried various astronomical instruments, had a great

deal of baggage, and made splendid gifts to the Kurdish chiefs.

They naturally thought his boxes were full of money, and sus-

pected that he was surveying their country for his king ; there-

fore the wonder is not that he fell at last, but that he escaped so

long. Again, this is the only attempt to enter the mountains

;

and had Mr. Samuel, who was robbed between here and Tabriz,

been the only European who had visited Oroomiah, the road,

doubtless, would be considered very perilous, especially when

taken in connection with the eighty murders committed in the

province within eight months.

" In conclusion, I would repeat my sense of the great import-

ance of the undertaking ; and, unless prevented by unexpected

providences, I stand ready for all the perils of the enterprise.

I have felt it duty to lay the subject thus fully before you,

with the reasons for my views, that, if the attempt be not made,

the responsibility may not be mine. I would not defeat the

object by undue haste ; but, with the evidence before you, would

it be an unwarranted exposure of life to make the attempt at

an early day, should nothing extraordinary prevent ? Admit-

ting that there is danger, does our commission guarantee

exemption from it ? Does the experience of Paul warrant us

to expect it ? I look on this journey as the first step to more

extended usefulness, and a wider diffusion of the gospel."

The reader will pardon this minuteness of detail ; but, wheft,

on the one hand, Dr. Grant is charged with " courting death at

every step," and, on the other, his journey into the mountains

is sneered at as an every-day affair, justice to the memory of a

good man requires that things be stated just as they occurred.
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He did not take a single step till he had carei'ully reconnoitred

the whole ground. The event showed the wisdom of his plan,

and justified the zeal that pursued it so long and so steadily.

But the time for the attempt was not yet. A reinforcement

must first arrive to strengthen the mission, and a larger experi-

ence must fit him for the work. It may seem strange, but is

nevertheless true, that the loss of his health, so as, at one time,

to excite serious apprehensions for his life, was one of the means

employed by Providence to open for him this new sphere of

usefulness. The diseased action of his stomach, already referred

to, continued steadily to increase. He did not retain food long

enough to impart nourishment to the system, and his strength

was so prostrated that he once fainted when rising in a social

meeting to engage in prayer. He managed to live only

as he left the city, and rode to the purer air of the distant

villages. Uniformly, while absent from Oroomiah, his health

improved, and as often as he returned it grew worse. He went

to Tabriz in February, 1838; and, though worse than usual

before he left, did not vomit once during an absence of three

weeks. He spent his time there w^ith his dear friend Dr. Riach,

who was horror-struck at the change wrought in the hale, robust

man he had welcomed there not three years before
;
yet he had

the satisfaction of seeing that his color returned, and that he

gained in flesh, and improved in every respect, while with him.

He returned to Oroomiah, and again relapsed. Immediately on

hearing of this. Dr. Kiach wrote to the mission that they must

apply for another physician ; and suggested that his labors for

the Nestorians need not terminate, as the mountains ought to be

explored, and all knew that he was just the man for that work.

.In the spring Dr. Grant superintended the village schools,

which had now increased to twelve, in as many difi"erent villages,

and in doing so had ridden a])0ut five hundred miles since his

return from Tabriz,— still vomiting, more or less, every day.

On April 14 he wrote to the committee, giving an account of
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his health ; expressing the fear that, unless the measures he was

then pursuing should prove successful, his constitution would

not hold out longer than another year in the miasma of Oroo-

miah. He adds : " I often wonder that I am able to sustain so

much fatigue, and am thankful that it is so, as mj hopes of

prolonged life and usefulness depend upon it. The question

becomes a very serious one. What shall be done ? I am most

deeply interested in the Nestorians, and know of no other peo-

ple on earth with whom I would prefer to spend the remainder

of my days. Indeed, it would be like parting with life to give

up the hope of performing some humble part in fitting them to

spread the gospel over these regions of darkness and death.

Nothing but the clearest convictions of duty will ever induce me

to leave my post. But, if my usefulness here must end either

by death or a removal from this station, whether, in that case,

I must see all my fond hopes of usefulness among this people

blasted, I must submit, under God,,to the Prudential Committee."'

At this period the pressure of 1837 was just beginning to be

felt in Oroomiah. It crippled every department of missionary

effort; and, amid the disbanding of schools and dismission of

native helpers, the invalid hardly dared to incur expense for the

restoration of his failing health. But business requiring that

some one should go to Tabriz, he went, and again experienced

relief. His religious feelings at this time are sweetly described

in a letter to Mr. Stocking, dated May 23, at Tabriz :

" Truly we have great occasion for gratitude in the rich

mercies of our heavenly Father. Let us evince it by untiring

efforts to do his will in all things. We need the spirit of obe-

dient children, striving at all times to please a kind Parent, and

more afraid of his displeasure than of anything else. How kind

God is, when his children go astray, to bring them back by the

rod of correction ! Surely he has designs of mercy in afflicting

our mission so much with sickness. He intends, first, to make

us partakers of his holiness; and, when he has thus prepared us
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for his service, I trust he will pour us out a blessing. He will

first bkss our own souls, and then make us blessings to ethers.

0, that we may all be blessings to each other, and, by our holy

conversation and godliness, incite each other to fidelity in our

Master's work ! We need the unction of the Holy Spirit; and

we may have it, and thus do more in a few months or years

than in a long life without it. How much more anxious should

we be for His presence than for health or long life ! Let us

feel that Christ is our life, and our great concern will be to have

him dwelling in us, the hope of glory."

He returned to Oroomiah, only to relapse again, with every

symptom more obstinate, and threatening permanent organic

disease. Writing on the subject to his mother, he says, Oct. 9,

1838, " It is doubtless the effect of a hostile climate, and occa-

sions much suffering; but I do not mind that, while I have

strength to labor, as I have most of the time. What the result

will be is known only to our heavenly Father, and I rejoice

that He will order all things well. I do not feel anxious for the

future, or whether my work be long continued, provided it is

well done. I trust I feel willing to do or to suff'er the will of

God; and, blessed be his name, there remaineth a rest to his

people where shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor crying ;

neither shall there be any more pain." Alluding to the excel-

lent history of the missions of the Nestorians, in the Herald for

August, he expresses his joy that those once so active in spread-

ing the gospel through the world were now receiving such in-

struction as. by the blessing of Grod, might prepare them again

to send forth heralds of salvation,.and adds, "Let me but have

some humble part in this glorious work, and I shall not have

come here in vain, thougji my stay here be hut short. You may

ask whether now I regret entering on the work. No, never.

I often feel keenly my absence from dear ones at home, — yes,

home ; the thought revives a thousand hallowed recollections of

maternal love. But we hope to meet in happier mansions, even



MOUNTAIN N E S T R I A N S . 97

those which Jesus has gone to prepare." On the 20th of August

the mission passed a resolution concurring in the opinion of Dr.

Riach, that as a continued residence in Oroomiah was so danger-

ous for Dr. Grant, it was expedient that, as soon as possible,

he seek a more favorable climate ; and on the 19th of January,

1839, they made formal application for another physician to take

his place.

Just before this was done, Dr. Grant was called to suffer a

greater loss than he had yet endured ; for the loss of a loved

companion at home is not to be compared with the same loss in a

foreign land. Mrs. Grant was taken sick of a violent fever

on the 3d ; and, notwithstanding all that skill or affection

could devise, she died on the 14th of January, 1839, aged

twenty-five years and two days. It is hardly necessary to say

that on her death-bed there were no regrets for having become a

missionary ; and that she rejoiced to lay her body, far from those

of her friends, among the people for whom she had loved to

live. On the evening of the 6th she spoke with much feeling to

her associates on being wholly the Lord's, and having their

conversation in heaven ; for, from the first, she did not expect to

recover. Enfeebled by disease, and doubtless no less worn out

by sympathy with the sufferings of her husband, she felt that she

could not survive. At one time she said, " To think of dying

and being free from sin and suffering, in the presence of God, is

most delightful. It is rapturous !
" But said she, again, " It

is all through grace, grace, grace. I renounce myself entirely.

It is through the riches of God's mercy in Christ Jesus that I

shall enter heaven." Her life, especially after her conversion,

seemed so black and odious, she could not bear to look on it

;

but when her husband spoke of the righteousness of Christ as

all-sujQicient, "Yes," she replied, " ife is my all— mj all !
"

Speaking to him of their approaching separation, she said, " It

will be but for a little while. What a happy meeting that will

be ! — all tears wiped from every eye, and no more death."
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The prospect of meeting Christ gave her more joy than all else.

" I used to think much of meeting my dear mother and Chris-

tian friends, and still it is precious to know they will be there.

But it seems to me the presence and glory of Christ will so

absorb me, I shall wish to think of nothing else." She felt

unworthy to suffer for Christ, and longed to be more worthy of

such a privilege.

From the first, her only anxiety about the result was that

God might be glorified. In taking leave of the bishops and

others connected with the mission, she told them she was about

to leave them and go to heaven, and earnestly desired them to

meet her there, adding, " If I have one desire to live, it is for

the sake of you and your people. For myself, I am ready

to depart ; not on account of any good w^orks of mine, but only

through faith in Christ and his righteousness. He is all my

hope, and must be yours also, if you would meet me in heaven."

It was a scene never to be forgotten. All were in tears ; and

some wept aloud, entirely overcome with grief. Most had been

her pupils, and witnessed her untiring efforts for their salva-

tion. They knew that for this she had left all dear to her at

home ; and now, as they witnessed, for the first time, the power

of the gospel in a dying hour, a subdued and tender spirit of

inquiry was awakened, and the missionaries found it easier to

preach Christ and salvation through his blood than ever

before.

From the day of this interview, she was delirious till her

death ; sometimes fancying herself again with the playmates

of her youth, sometimes in her family, and again absorbed in

anticipation of heaven, till she entered there.

During her sickness, all classes manifested the utmost desire

for her recovery. A venerable bishop, residing some miles dis-

tant, was so anxious for her that he stayed on the mission

premises several days and nights. " In the church," one of

them said, " after our usual prayers, we all kneeled down and
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prayed from our liearts that she might be spared." The Mo-

hammedan Meerza, who had lived in her family, to use his own

words, " could not sleep at night," and wept like a child, in ap-

prehension of the event. Afterwards he said, " I know why she

did not fear to die ; she had faith in Jesus. She has gone to

Paradise." Was not this kind interest of the people for whose

sake she had left home and friends something of the hundred-

fold promised to such even in the present lif\3 ?

The morning after her death, several of the bishops said to

Dr. Grant, " We will bury her in the church, where none but

holy men are buried. She has done so much for us, we want the

privilege of doing something for her, and will dig her grave

with our own hands." More than all else she had desired that

her death might be the means of salvation to the Nestorians ; and

eternity alone will show how much connection it had with the

subsequent revivals in that interesting field.

Two days after her death. Dr. Grant thus wrote to the mis-

sionary with whom they had travelled together from Constanti-

nople to Tabriz :

" ' The chamber where the good man meets his fate

Is privileged beyond the common walks

Of virtuous life, quite on the verge of heaven.'

" Such, dear brother, is the room you so recently occupied in

our happy home. Our much-loved Judith is released from

toil and suffering on earth, to join the glorious company before

the throne, where ' shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor

crying; neither shall there be any more pain.' There she lies,

lovely even in death, — that familiar smile upon her features,

the last impress of Heaven's seal. The voice, silent here,

wakes in louder, sweeter strains amid the anthems of the skies.

Dear brother, I know you will weep as I have wept, but not for

her. She was ready for her summons. She had committed her

precious babes, and all she held dear on earth, to her Saviour,

with the sweetf^st assurance that he would do all things well.

9
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" The bridegroom found her with her lamp trimmed and burn-

ing, and waiting for her Lord. Death had no terrors to her.

She looked on him as a messenger sent to call her home. With

inexpressible delight she exclaimed, ' the presence of Christ I

It is everything I It is heave?i to the Christian, and the Lamb

>s the light thereof! ' For more than a week before her death,

he began, with the utmost composure, to set her house in

order ; she charged me to tell her friends she never regretted

coming to Persia as a missionary ; and asked the prayers of the

mission, that God would glorify himself in the event. The glory

of Grod was her great desire through her whole sickness, and she

felt she could die most cheerfully for such a result. She spoke

very feelingly of her friends, and more than once of yourself

0, let as live, dear brother, entirely for the glory of God, and

then our sojourn here will indeed appear short, very short; and,

when released from earthly toil, like the lonely wanderer, we shall

feel inexpressible happiness in the view of home— an eternal

home ! What a blessed truth, there remaineth, therefore, a rest

for the people of God ! Think of your departed sister as now

enjoying that rest in the presence of the Saviour so dear to her,

who is waiting to welcome us to the same glorious abode.

" She suffered much in her sickness last summer. But God

does not cast his children into the furnace for nothing. He was

thus preparing her for his own immediate presence ; and, how-

ever severe our trials, they are not worthy to be compared with

the glory which will be revealed in us, if we are indeed the sons

of God. To be like Christ— what a thought

!

" Mrs. Stocking, at their mother's request, has taken our

dear children, and perhaps I shall board witli them for the

present. Can you not come and occupy my house with me ?

I need not say you will be vrelcomed more cordially than

ever by thosa of us who remain ; but you will miss the cor-

dial pressure of one warm hand. Is it too much to v-ay that the

flower of our circle has been taken ? Such, at least, is the feel-
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ing of the Nestorians. God knew which of us to take, in order

to affect them most deeply. I never knew such deep solemnity

among them before. May it result in a glorious effusion of the

Holy Spirit
!

"

Her children, Henry Martyn, now two years and seven

months old, and the twin daughters, five months old, were kindly

taken care of by other families of the mission ; and her husband,

with his illness aggravated by this sore bereavement, again

found refuge in Tabriz, where his recovery was much slower

than on previous visits. While there he secured Russian pro-

tection for the mission, as the English ambassador expected soon

to leave, and procured a firman for an out-station at Gavalan.

Through the kindness of Malek Kassim Meerza, he had also

procured the following rdkam (edict) from the Emir En Nizam,

Governor-general of Aderbijan :

" TO HIS HIGHNESS YAHYA KHAN, GOVERNOR OF SALMAS, A ROYAL
FAVORITE AND GREATLY ESTEEMED:

" His honor, the learned Dr. Grant, proposes to travel in the

country of the Hakarees and that vicinity. To the royal favor-

ite it is written, that in the manner which may be necessary he

bestow on Dr. Grant the attention of warm friendship, and send

two or three persons to be with him during his travels, and with

the greatest diligence take care of him, so that in no manner of

way any harm approach him, that in the greatest security and

safety he may return, and that he may take with him of his fel-

low-citizens whomsoever he pleases, it being obligatory that you

command his attendants not to hinder his having associates, and

that they be strictly attentive that no vexation nor trouble hap

pen to either Dr. Grant or his associates.

" Given in Zoo el Hhadeth el Haram, 1254 a. h."

He was now utterly at a loss what to do. On the one hand,

his children at home needed his presence. The guardian with
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whom he left them had died, as we have seen, in 1836. Hi6

own father, on whom the care of them then devolved, had died

the year before. A younger brother, on whom he next de-

pended, also died in 1837 ; and now his only surviving broth-

er and Rev. Mr. Shaw had the temporary care of them. His

children at Oroomiah, too, needed attention. The mission fam-

ilies were feeble, and pressed with the care of their own. And

yet, on the other hand, how could he tear himself away from the

work at this critical period, when the goal so long sought was

almost in sight? He again proposed to the committee to go into

the mountains and collect all the information possible, before

returning with his children ; then stay about a year in America,

recover his health, provide places for them, and again go back to

the mountains. But, before he had finished the letter, word

came from Mr. Homes, at Constantinople, that the committee

had appointed them to go into Mesopotamia and Kurdistan, and

fix on a station whither Dr. Grant should remove with his family,

and Mr. Homes stay till a reinforcement should arrive.

It was by this time past the middle of February, and the be-

reaved husband, now sadly free for the enterprise to which

God had called him, hurried back to Oroomiah, to prepare

for the undertaking.

But, ere we set out on the journey, let us take a view of the

field before him. At what time the Nestorians entered the

Mountains of Kurdistan it seems now impossible to determine.

The merciless Tamerlane, in the middle of the fourteenth

century, doubtless drove multitudes for shelter to these fast-

nesses. But other facts would indicate that a part of them

had previously settled there. Indeed, how would they have

dared to flee thither, had not some of their own people been

there to receive them ? Kurdish fanaticism in that age could

have been scarcely more tolerable than that of Timoor himself.

The Kurds appear to have been there from a very early

period. Xenophon and his Greeks, b. c. 400, had reason
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to remember them. Some say that the Kir mentioned in

^1 Kings 16 : 9, Isa. 22 : 6, and Amos 1 : 5, refers to the Kiirds,

and that thej are identical with the Parthians, who slew Crassus

and twenty thousand of his soldiers, 53 b. c. But, though these

positions are doubtful, yet it is well known that the celebrated

Saladin was a Kurd, and others besides him* have risen to

distinction. Dwelling in secluded valleys, separated from

one another by rugged mountains, whose snowy sunmiits pour

down streams on every side to refresh the vegetation below,

their character partakes at once of the force and exclusiveness

peculiar to mountaineers. Divided into numerous tribes,

whose interests often interfere, they are ferocious, rather than

brave. Accustomed to stratagem and surprise, they are noted

for suspicion and treachery, and quite as celebrated for their

robberies as for either. In the language of Mr. Dwight, " They

have the character of sly rogues, full of hospitality and full of

deceit. This witness is true." Mr. Rich, who gives a very

good character to the tribes further south, says, " Those of

Khoshnav and Rowandiz are, to the last degree, savage and

stupid ; they have no sort of scruple about murder, but would

not miss a prayer for the world. Years ago, two districts

quarrelled about a dog, and seventy men fell on the spot, thirty

of them in a mosque, where they had just united in prayer ; and

the quarrel is kept up to this day." ^

But the Hakkary tribe is perhaps one of the most faithless and

ferocious among them. Mr. Rich's tatar^ who travelled from

Bagdad to Van, through Amadia and Julamerk, said, " They

were wilder than any Kurds or Arabs he had ever seen." In

this goodly class, however, he seems to have included the Moun-

tain Nestorians as well as the Kurds. The same causes that

have closed the Hakkary country to travellers from without

have given full scope to the development of Kurdish character

within.

* Kurdistan and Nineveh, i. 150.

9=*
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But, as their character will sufficiently appear in what followh,

a word on the political condition of Kurdistan previovts to the

visits of Dr. Grant may here suffice. Nominally subject now to

Turkey and now to Persia, but never really to either, it en-

joyed a wild liberty of its own, listening to the overtures of

both sides, as seemed most favorable at the moment for plun-

der or immunity. The tribes were governed by hereditary

chiefs ; though the inheritance was not always allowed to pass

quietly in the natural course. The predecessor of the emir was

the father of his nephew, Suleiman Bey, to whom, of course, the

government rightfully belonged. Superior abilities, however,

prevailed over hereditary right ; and to the lawful heir was

assigned an inferior post, his rival keeping a strict look-out for

anything like an effort to recover his own. He had not dared to

kill him, for the son of their old emir had many powerful adher-

ents in the clan, and, according to Kui'dish law, the murder

of Suleiman Bey would have been the signal for his own, and

the commencement of a blood-feud in the tribes, whose end none

could foresee ; for their lex talionis requires the descendants of

the murdered, however remote, to retaliate on the relations of the

murderer, till the equilibrium is restored to the satisfaction of all

concerned.

The hostility between the Nestorians and the Hakkary Kiu'ds

seems to date back as far as the establishment of Christianity

and Mohammedanism side by side in the mountains. This had

been aggravated recently by the present Patriarch grasping

after a degree of power said to have been unknown to his pre-

decessors ; and, as he possessed no little diplomatic tact and

energy, the jealousy of the Kurds towards the Nestorians was

full as great as it ever had been. The late emir had been his

personal friend, and that friendship was now transferred to his

son. This, of course, did not promote any kind feelings between

him and the usurper, Suleiman Bey naturally sided with Mar
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Shimon ; and this, again, increased the jealousy of the emir

against both.

This unhappy state of things occasioned the burning of the

Patriarch's house, at Kochannes, before ever Dr. Grant entered

the mountains, and continued afterwards to produce results yet

more disastrous ; for the emir, with all this difficulty at home,

sought to strengthen himself by alliance abroad,— at one time

with Tarkey, at another with Persia, but most of all with Badir

Khan Bey, chief of Buhtan, generally known under the title of

the Bey, as Suleiman Bey was by that of the Mudebbir.

Meanwhile, the Turks, who included Kurdistan within the

limits of their empire, w^ere annoyed by the existence of Nes-

torians and Kurds, ecpally independent, within its boundaries,

and they were determined to subdue them.

Mohammed Pasha, of Mosul, having subdued his own rebel-

lious district, and also the Kurds of Bahdinan and Berwer, now

looked with longing eyes across the boundary of independent

Kurdistan, and sought to add that also to his extensive pashalic.

Badir Khan Bey, a friend of the emir, was a chigsf in the

prime of life, of commanding influence among the tribes, and

full of ambitious schemes, aiming at nothing less than entire

independence of the Sultan, the subjugation of the Mountain

Nestorians, and the union of all Kurdistan under his single sway.

Such was the troubled sea, vexed by opposing storms, on

which Dr. Grant was about to launch, in the name of Christ and

his kingdom.



CHAPTER VII.

JOURNEY TO MESOPOTAMIA AND ASSYRIA — SALMAS DISAPPOIVlMENT ^—

CONSTANTINOPLE ERZRUM DIARBEKR AND ANARCHY — MARDIN

SICKNESS MOBS, AND NARROW ESCAPE MOSUL Ui;rTERS YEZIDEE3

MAR MATTAI AKRA GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES.

Dr. Grant left Oroomiah 'April 1, 1839, proposing to join

Mr. Homes at Erzrura ; but, on reaching Salmas, he learned

that the mission at Constantinople had prevented his coming,—
supposing the death of Mrs. Grant would break up the enter-

prise. Looking on this as one of many indications of Prov-

idence in favor of entering from Persia, he wrote to Oroo-

miah, urging the unsettled state of Mesopotamia in favor

of that course,— an argument that must have been often in his

mind oil that sick bed, at Mardiu, and afterwards. He sent,

also, a letter from Yahya Khan, assuring them he would do

everything to insure the success he did not doubt would crown

the attempt. But the majority did not favor the plan ;
and Dr.

Grant pressed on to Constantinople, though an unusually late

fall of snow made the journey not a little perilous. For more

than two hundred miles it was from two to four feet deep. On

the plain, near Ararat, he encountered a terrible storm, and

almost perished in the mountains beyond. There for twenty

miles he did not find a single human habitation. He himself

had to take the place of his guide, who was blinded by the snow,

and, where the path was not swept bare, trust to the recollec-

tions of his journey four years before. In descending the

mountain, he could only determine when he was out of the path

by the depth to which he sank in the snow.
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Near the sources of the Euphrates two of the party became

blind from the glare of the snow ; and they found shelter in a

stable, at MooUah Suleiman,— such as Xenophon described, two

thousand years before, — built mostly underground, and, at a

distance, resembling flattened charcoal-pits. The next stage led

over the pass of Dahar, where Messrs. Smith and Dwight suffered

so much, and himself, also, on his previous passage. Three men

had perished there shortly before his arrival. But rain had

set in, and he must cross before the snow became soft ; for then

horses would sink to their bodies at every step. He did so ; but,

on the mountain, the rain clianged to snow : the wind soon blew

a gale, and the snow was so deep the horses could not advance.

To crown all, the guide lost the path, and declared it impossible

to go on. Turning back was equally out of the question, as

their tracks were obliterated by the wind, that would then be in

their faces. In such a situation, benumbed and weak as he was,

the courage of Dr. Grant did not fail. He could not tell how

they would be delivered, but he had a sweet assurance that

deliverance would come ; and, like Paul in the ship, he encour-

aged his companions to new effort. God did not put to shame

the confidence of his servant ; for, just then, as unlooked-for as

angels from heaven, four mountaineers came tramping over the

snow before them ; and, one of them consenting to turn back,

they passed in safety on foot,— the men breaking down the

drifts for the horses that followed after, and exploring the path

by thrusting their long staves deep into the snow.

The next day, fording some tributaries of the Aras must have

recalled his Braintrim experience, as his horse was carried away

in one of them, and with difficulty regained the shore. He

reached Erzrum April 17. and rested a day with his kind friend

Dr. Riach, then in that place. It was well for him that he

hastened as he did, since the road continued impassable for

weeks. His health improved amid all these hardships. He

vomited but little west of Salmas, and was troubled with fever
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only for two or three daj'S after leaving that place. On thv

ISth he left Erzrum for Constantinople, "vrithout any attendant

except the surijee (hostler) from the post-house. Next day he

found the bridge over the west branch of the Euphrates had

fallen in the night, and he got across only after the villagers of

Ashkala had wrought for an hour in the cold water, up to the

waist. He rode twenty hours that day, and his horse fell with

him twice, the day after, in the snow and mud. Arriving at

Trebizond the 22d, he sailed, three days after, in the steamer,

for Constantinople. Here new difficulties awaited him. Owing

to the persecution then raging, and the absence of Mi;;. Dwight

in America, 3Ir. Homes could not then be spared; and, as it

was altogether uncertain when he could leave, Dr. Grant pro-

posed to go on alone to Diarbekr, and wait there a reasonable

time and then, if Mr. Homes did not appear, to do what he

could without him. To this they all agreed ; and he returned

immediately to Erzrum. Here he waited nine days for his

Srman from Constantinople, spending the time pleasantly and

profitably with Dr. Riach, Col. Shell and consul Brant. The

last two, having travelled extensively in Kurdistan, gave him

much valuable information ; and he had free access to their

libraries, which were well supplied with whatever related to

the history of that region. While here he wrote to Mr. Merrick,

May 18 :

" I expect to leave here on the 20th, or soon after, for Diar-

bekr ; but whether m}' health will allow me to stay there long,

or whether political disturbances may affect my movements, I

know not. From this distance the horizon looks dark and low-

erino-. Hafiz Pasha is recruiting his army, and it is said the

Pasha of Bagdad has been ordered to join him.

" I trust you are now quietly seated down in— shall I say

my own quiet home ? 0, no I Once and again have I had a

peaceful, happy ho7ne, with all that could render it delightful.

Have I, then, a home no more ? Yes; where the dearest objects
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of my aiFections are, there is my home. With Him who is the

theme of their joyful anthems, with Him who said I go to prepare

a place for you in my Father's house,— there is my home.

"What matter, then, if for a time I wander a lonely pilgrim in a

strange land, when, at best, I must be absent from my home

while in this vale of tears ? Let me lay up treasures in my

home on high. Let me but find some precious gem to grace my

Sovereign's crown, and gladly will I toil on amid trials to the end."

On the way to Diarbekr he crossed some of the mountain-

torrents on solid bridges of snow, and was ferried over the

Euphrates, at Paloo, on a raft supported by inflated goat-skins.

Arriving at Diarbekr on the 30th, nine days from Erzrum, he

found the city awaiting in suspense news from the battle of

Nizib. The defeat of the Turks was soon manifest in the arrival

of hundreds of fugitives, completely stripped by the Kurds.

From that moment anarchy reigned. Robbery and murder

were the order of the day. None dared leave the city without

a guard, and even in the streets the arm of the strongest was the

only law. Though the pasha hung up five heads, and four times

as many ears, of malefactors, in the bazaars, yet, two days after,

these very bxizaars witnessed the most daring robberies. The

people ascribed their defeat to Frapk innovations in military

tactics; and when Mr. Homes arrived, on July 3, he and

Dr. Grant not only heard themselves cursed in the streets, but

the peopje openly declared their purpose of killing every Euro-

pean in the place.

Finding Diarbekr becoming so unsafe, both from anarchy and

the unhealthy climate,— the thermometer being already 98° in

the shade,— they left for Mardin on the 10th of July, with an

escort of thirty horsemen, part sent by the pasha, and part

returning to that place. They had intended to prosecute in-

quiries among the Syrian Christians of that vicinity; but not

even here did they find rest for the soles of their feet. Their

lives were openly threatened only a few days after their arrival,
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SO that the governor oflFered them a guard. This they declined,

not thinking it best to manifest any alarm ; and soon all excite-

ment died away, and they visited the pasha and others of the

nobility in quiet.

Aiid now fresh trouble came, in the form of a severe attack

of inflammation of the bowels. This caused much suflering, and

for a while held him suspended over the grave. In the near

prospect of death, next to his concern for his absent children, his

greatest grief was that he had come so far to do so little, instead

of entering the mountains at once, from Persia. The prospect

before him was far from encourao;ino;. There were no Nesto-

rians remaining in Mosul, — all had gone over to the Pope;

and it was doubtful, if he went there, whether he could remain

in safety, or proceed either east or south. Bagdad was in com-

motion ; so was Sulimanieh ; and Turkish authority was very

weak in the whole region. At one time it seemed as if Provi-

dence, hedging up their way in every other direction, would lead

them to Aleppo, to wait for a more favorable time ; and, ever

ready to follow the leadings of Providence, however they opposed

his own plans, he concluded to go there, " unless other indica-

tions should arise." Carefully to observe the intimations of the

divine will, and implicitly to follow them, were principles that

governed the whole conduct of Dr. Grant. His child-like reli-

ance on Providence is beautifully illustrated by an incident that

occurred during this journey. " Suppose that, when you reach

," said a friend, " you find you cannot stay there, what

vv'ill you do ? "— "I will go to ."— " And suppose that

then your way is hedged up ? " I will do so and so, was the

reply. At length, thinking he had certainly brought him

to a stand, his friend asked, "And what then?"— "I do

not now know," said Dr. Grant ; " but, when God brings me

there, he will point out the way in time enough for me to walk

in it." This spirit of reliance on God furnishes a key to much

in his subsequent course that were otherwise inexplicable ; for,
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being assured that the mountains formed a part of "all the

world " into which the disciples were to go and preach the gos-

pel, and that the existing exigences of the mission rendered it

exceedingly desirable that it should be done immediately, he

took it for granted that God would take care of the man who

should endeavor to do it, and afford him all necessary guidance,

just so fast and so far as it was required. He did not need to

wait long, on the present occasion. That God who had proved

the faith of his servant so often, subjects it to only one trial

more before he gives him the desire of his heart.

On the 6th of September, while Dr. Grant was riding out with

Mr. Homes, the mob killed the governor, in his palace, in open

day ; and, after putting several leading men to death, sought

the lodging of the missionaries, with their bloody weapons. But

God had led them out ; and, when they returned, made the gates

to shut out those whom man thus meant to shut in for slaughter.

They retired to Deir Zafran, the convent of the Jacobite

Patriarch, about four miles distant, where they were kindly

sheltered till the storm subsided. Some of the ringleaders,

finding they were not in the city, pursued them to the village

they had been visiting, and would have followed them to the

convent, had not a division among themselves compelled them to

turn back from their bloody errand.

Dr. Grant and Mr. Homes had now spent two months in

Mardin. They had found that no Nestorians remained west of

the Kurdish mountains; and, finding so little hope of usefulness,

with so much peril, Mr. Homes, in accordance with the ad-

vice of brethren at Constantinople and Smyrna, resolved to

return. Dr. Grant, with a full view of the trials before him in

his solitary journey, could not withhold his consent. In review

ing those days of trial, he says :
" They had been days of

mingled anxiety and pleasure, not to be forgotten while memory

remains. I had just risen from a sick bed, on which the tide

of life seemed fast ebbing to a close, when the insurrection

10
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occurred; and the divine interposition cf that day tended not a

little to strengthen my foith, and arm me for whatever perils

might still await me.

" Within the ruined walls of an ancient church, which stands

in a lonely ravine, overlooked by the town, I exchanged the part-

ino- embrace with my brother and companion in tribulation. On

account of the anarchy around us, we had travelled together

barely two days ; but, on a bed of sickness and surrounded by

men of blood, I had learned to prize the company of a Christian

friend, and it was not without a struggle each tore himself away

from the other. But while Providence called him back to Con-

stantinople, to me it seemed to cry ' Onward to the mountains !

'

"

Dr. Grant may be deemed an enthusiast. But, with less in-

terest for the salvation of men, he had turned back from the

snows of Armenia, or fled before the surges of anarchy as they

broke over Mount Masius, or grown timid in the languor of dis-

ease, or shrunk from the possible repetition of his recent perils

when friendless and alone. But he looked at the deliverance

rather than at the danger. In his own words, " That diviiie

interposition armed him for future perils." The great object

before him justified his pressing forward ; for well he knew that,

while none dared advise him to proceed, lest he should fall, yet

every friend of the mission was most anxious that he should

enter the mountains. Moreover, it was just as dangerous to go

backward as forward; and he resolved to go to Mosul, intending,

in case he could not enter from thence, to return by a more

southern route to Persia.

Disguised in an oriental dress, he returned to Mardin, to pre-

pare for the journey ; and so changed was his appearance

that he remained two days unrecognized and undisturbed.

While there, the cannon of the citadel proclaimed the subjection

of the town to the strong arm of the Pasha of Mosul. This

rendered his journey thither safe, and, as though providence

would further approve of his purpose, he was favored with
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the agreeable society of Captain Conolly, who, through many

dangers, had come thus far on his way to India with despatches.

It was his sad fate, on the banks of the Oxus, that afterwards

occasioned the journey of the eccentric Dr. Wolff to Bokhara.

These two men were kindred spirits, and must have enjoyed

the society of each other in their journey through the home

of the ancient patriarchs. They encountered some Kurds, who

had intended to rob them, but slunk away from the fearless

travellers, backed by a few Arabs from their last night's encamp-

ment. Dr. Grant says of this part of his journey, "The

sketches of Sarah, Rebecca and Rachel, as portrayed by Moses,

were reproduced in the shepherdess watering her father's

flocks at the wells, or at the close of day carrying her pitcher to

the distant fountains. We seemed to be carried back four

thousand years, to commune with Abraham, living in just such

tents, and moving from place to place like the present Arabs

of Mesopotamia." A journey of nearly two hundred miles

brought them in safety to Mosul, on the 20th of Sept., 1839.

This is a walled city, with eight gates, situated on an emi-

nence on the western bank of the Tigris. As this was one of

the rivers that watered Paradise, it deserves a passing notice.

It has two sources, in southern Anti Taurus. One about twenty

miles west of Arghana Maaden, and ten south of Goljik lake

;

the other in Ali Dagh (Mount Niphates), near Paloo, where

Dr. Grant crossed the Euphrates, and twenty-five miles north

of Myafarekin. About two hundred and seventy-five miles from

its western source it receives the Bitlis Soo (second Nicephorius

of Xenophon), one hundred miles in length, and some fifty yards

wide, just above its mouth. The Tigris there is three times as

wide, and more than twice as deep. Soon after this, it receives

the Buhtan Chai (Centrites of Xenophon), and flows on without

further addition, till the united waters of the Hazil and Habor

empty into it below Jezira. This is the last it receives north of

Mosul, where, at the bridge, the narrowest part, it is three hun-



116 DR. GRANT AND THE

dred and five feet broad, and '

juhl: below it fi% feet deep.

Other places are wider and shallower. The average breadth

between Mosul and Bagdad is two hundred yards. The whole

length of the river, to its junction with the Euphrates, is one

thousand one hundred and forty-six miles. Its mean velocity at

Bagdad is 7.33 feet per second, while that of the Euphrates at

Hit is only 4.46, and the Nile, at Cairo, 1.11. The Tigris

varies greatly in size at different seasons. It is lowest in Octo-

ber and the beginning of November, after the long drought of

summer. After the middle of November it rises a little, then

decreases and swells irregularly, till its tributaries are frozen up

in the mountains of Kurdistan. The great rise begins about the

middle of March, and increases with the melting of the distant

enows, till it attains its height, between the middle and the end

of May ; and then again decreases gradually till October. It is

navigated, as in the days of Herodotus, with rafte supported

by inflated goat-skins. Small ones, about eighteen feet by six-

teen, and supported by some thirty-two skins, come down from

Diarbekr to Mosul, a distance of two hundred and ninety-six

miles. From Mosul to Bagdad larger ones are used, sometimes

supported by as many as three hundred skins. This voyage

occupies three or four days in high water, and sometimes as

many as fifteen, when it is low. The rafts are taken to pieces at

Bagdad, the timber sold, and the skins carried back again, to be

used in the construction of new rafts. "^

Dr. Grant found all quiet in Mosul, under the efficient rule

of Mohammed Pasha. Little did he think that the house in

which he then lodged was but a few feet distant from his grave.

But so it proved ; for it was next door to the church of Mar

Tooma, where his body now lies awaiting the morn of the resur-

rection. AVhile here he wrote a letter to Mr. and Mrs. Perkins,

* See Col. Chesney's Euphrates and Tigris, where, vol. i. 39, he

gives 7.33 feet per second as the highest, and again, page 62, as the

mean velocity of the current of the Tigris.
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sympathizing with them in the loss of their favorite Justin.

" You and I," says he, " are called to drink often of the cup of

affliction. Would that I could have been with you ; but, though

you had no earthly physician, there was one present to whom he

was dearer than even to you. Well may you say, with David,

' I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.' Yes, soon

shall we meet the loved ones who sleep in Jesus, never, never

more to part. If our home is above, let us rejoice that a part

of our little family has gone to our ' Father's house ' before us.

But, though we would not murmur, yet agony sometimes so over-

whelms, for the moment, that y^e feel as if it must not be so. But

God is your comforter, and to Him I commend you.

" Since I left you, I have more than once feared I should

never rejoin your peaceful circle, and even now the prospect

looks uncertain. But I love to think the Lord is your keeper,

and in Him only would 1 trust ; to Him alone would I look for

guidance, neither shrinking from trial or rushing into danger

uncalled. To preserve his life for his great work is the most

solemn duty of the missionary. But I also believe that a readi-

ness to face danger, and even death, is implied in the command

to take up the cross, and fear not them who can kill the body.

Paul counted not his life dear unto himself. Christ sent forth

his disciples as sheep among wolves, and told them that the

time would come when whosoever killed them would think he

did God service ; as the Moslems at Mardin, when they had

killed a Christian in his bed, a few days before we fled, boasted

that it was a work of merit, for which God would reward them.

Perhaps by our perils there, God would teach us that he who

seeketh to save his life shall lose it ; for it was to avoid what

were deemed greater perils that that route was recommended.

I hope to leave for Amadia in a ?QVf days, and what course I

shall pursue then will depend on the indications of Providence

at the time."

The day before he left Mosul he wrote to Mr. Merrick.

10=^
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After describing his perplexities in view of tlie difficulties before

him, and the advice of some to abandon the enterprise, he

proceeds :

" Why, then, ami still prosecuting further plans and labors in

this region, while my path cannot be free from danger, and so

many of my brethren have advised me to leave the field ? I

look upon the objects I hope, by the blessing of God, to accom-

plish, as of very great importance, not only to all missionary

labors in these parts, but to our own mission, to the whole body

of the Nestorians, and also to my own fiiirest hopes of future

usefulness. I cannot leave the field till I have reasons which

I can plead at the judgment-seat, where I expect soon to stand.

" Whether I shall penetrate further into the mountains I cannot

decide now, but shall be guided by future indications. I feel

reluctant to enter upon so important an undertaking entirely

unsupported by the Board or my missionary brethren, and I

am aware that many will accuse me of madness for doing it.

But it is a small thing to be judged of man's judgment. My
-motives, my feelings, my desires, my hopes, are all open to the

eye of God. To Him I commit my case, myself, my all. By
His judgment I stand or fall. If I am successful, to Hi?)i be all

the glory. If I fail, I fail in a good cause, and, through the

grace which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, it may be set to my
account that it ivas in my heart to succeed, that God might be

glorified. In myself lam weak,— I am nothing; but I. feel

strong in the Lord, in whom is everlasting strength; not a hair

of my head will be touched without his permission. So long as

he requires my poor services here, he will take care of me. For

him would I live, and for him would I die. Then I can say,

for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."'

On the morning of Oct. 7 Dr. Grant left Mosul for the unex-

plored regions of Kurdistan, accompanied by two Nestorians

from Persia, a Kiirdish muleteer and a kavass (police-officer),

IVora ^he Pasha. Leaving the gate, he passed at once on to the
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