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PREFACE TO VOLUME THE SECOND.

It has been the Author’s aim in the following volume, to collect
from their standard writings all that refers to the doctrine,
ecclesiastical discipline, and ritual observances of the Nestorians ;
to show wherein their present faith and practice differ from their
own recognized authorities; as also to what extent the ex-
Nestorian body, styling themselves “ Chaldeans,” have altered
their ancient formularies so as to be in accordance with the
new tenets which they have adopted since their submission to
the See of Rome. In carrying out this design he has endea-
voured to secure the best rituals extant, and such as are in
constant use among the two communities alluded to, and has
availed himself of the facilities which he possessed, through the
influence of Mr. Christian Rassam, of constantly referring not
only to Mar Shimoon, but also to the Chaldean Patriarch, for the
solution of any difficulty which arose in its execution, either
from want of books, or from his own ignorance. His not
having taken advantage of the help to be derived in an investi-
gation of this kind from such works as those of Renaudot and
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Assemanni, was not because he had more confidence in his own
abilities, but because he deemed it more satisfactory to draw
from the original Syriac, and to quote from the manuscript
rituals which are in use among the Nestorians and Chaldeans at
the present day, the authority of which is not liable to be con-
tested.

In the work of translation the author has had the valuable
help of the Reverend Michael Giamala, whose name has already
been mentioned in the preceding volume, and who is considered
one of the best Syriac scholars in Mesopotamia. It is sincerely
to be hoped that the Church of England will eventually avail
herself of his services for the reformation and restoration of the
Nestorians, by whom, as well as by their Patriarch, he is held
in high esteem.

An apology may be judged necessary for the publication of
the Nestorian offices entire, especially the marriage and burial
services, some parts of which consist of frequent repetitions, and
are composed in a very loose and verbose style. Three reasons
decided the author to give them unmutilated: First, in order
that the wary might not suspect any reserve. Secondly, because
the omission of a part would in many instances destroy the
connexion existing between the whole. And, thirdly, because
although the repetitions complained of might seemingly be
rejected without affecting the essentials of the offices in ques-
tion, yet the dogmas therein inculcated are not without their
use in contributing to the principal design of this work, viz.,
the exposition of the theology of the Nestorians.

On the plan adopted in the execution of this object more
will be said in the body of this volume ; suffice it to remark
here, that in collating the doctrines of the Nestorian rituals
with those taught in the Book of Common Prayer, it has been
the author’s aim to afford an easy medium of comparing the
agreement or difference existing between the two, and of show-
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ing in what respects their spiritual poverty calls for the ready
aid of our holy Church to raise up among them what is fallen,
to make the crooked straight, and to restore them to the full
enjoyment of all the privileges of the Catholic faith and the
communion of the Catholic Church.
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THE NESTORIANS

AND

Their Rituals, &r.

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTORY.

REASONS WHY THE NESTORIANS SHOULD BE HEARD IN
SBELF-DEFENCE.

IN a matter of such importance as that which it is now pro-
posed to investigate, it is by far the safer and more satisfactory
way for all parties, to allow the Nestorians to speak for them-
selves. As in the former ages of the Church’s history, so now,
there are many who look upon this sect as holding doctrines,
not only erroneous, but destructive of the soul’s salvation,—
doctrines vitally affecting the atonement of our Blessed Saviour,
that great corner-stone of the Christian’s faith and hope, and
without which Christianity is but a name. With so serious a
charge laid at their door, it is no more than common justice that
the accused should have a patient hearing, and be permitted to
state fully and freely what their belief is. It is said, and said
with some degree of truth, that Nestorius himself was not
fairly treated in this respect; and although we may not doubt
of the orthodoxy of the doctrine established by the (Ecumenical
council of Ephesus, yet it would have been better had Nestorius

VOL. II. B



2 THE NESTORIANS AND THEIR RITUALS.

obeyed the summons, calling him to appear before the Council,
and had the sentence against him been pronounced after he had
been permitted to speak for and to defend himself.

More than fourteen centuries have elapsed since the sentence
of the Church cut off from the privileges of her communion all
those who followed the dangerous error, that in Jesus CaRIsT
our Blessed Saviour, there are two distinct persons, as well as
two natures. Nestorius constantly denied that he held this
doctrine ; and his followers in modern times are no less stead-
fast in disclaiming it. That the question herein involved is
trifling, or that it is irrelevant to the saving faith, none will
pretend, except such as do not perceive its relation to the great
doctrine of the atonement,* or who are presumptuous enough
to condemn the united piety, learning, and godly zeal of the
Church in the early ages of Christianity. The doctrine estab-
lished by the Council of Ephesus concerning our Blessed Lorp is
this: that CHRIST was one divine person,in whom two natures were
most closely and intimately united, but without being mixed or
confounded together. And this is the faith which has always been
reccived and confessed by the majority of Christians, by the La-
tins, Greeks, and English, that is, in a manner by all the churches
of the whole world.  This is the faith which Gop has blessed
with increase, which has gone forth and converted many nations,
and spread to the uttermost parts of the earth, and which is
still subduing the heathen to the sceptre of the Crucified One.
Now, although it is not right to measure truth by the number
of its supporters, still if our Lorp sent His Apostles to teach
and to baptize the nations to the end of the world, and promised
always to be with them, it cannot without too great an improba-
bility be supposed, that He suffered almost all His Church to

® An Independent Missionary at Mosul was once asked by a learned though
rather disputatious Jacobite deacon, whether, when our Blessed Lorp hung upon
the Cross, He was Gop as well as man, and whether His humanity alone, or His
united Divinjty and humanity suffered. The missionary replied, that he did not
know. Igmorance on so important a subject, sometimes real, but often affected
and specious, is, to say the least, unbecoming on the part of & professing
teacher of religion, and very ill-timed when expressed towards any of the
Eastern sects, who are suspected of heterodoxy on points connected with this
important question. On hearing the reply of the Missionary, the deacon said to

him : ¢ Then you had better return to your country without attempting to
teach us.”
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become heretical and to wander from the true faith by the
Council of Ephesus, and then afterwards blessed them as they
have been blessed from that time down to the present moment.
The hand of the Almighty must be seen in all this ; and to us
it is a proof of the fulfilment of the divine declaration: “ Those
who honour Me, I will honour ; and those who despise Me shall
be lightly esteemed.” Gop, in His providence, towards those
who have kept the faith in the Person of His SoN whole and un-
defiled, and those who either deny it or hold it wrongly, as do
the Nestorians, has clearly manifested on which side His appro-
bation rests. The former He has increased and exalted, the
latter He bas suffered to dwindle away, to be oppressed and en-
slaved by infidels, and to be reduced to a most pitiable state of
poverty in all things appertaining to this world and the next, as
they are at this day.

‘We may not, however, so fix our minds upon this one view of
the providential dealings of the Almighty, as to overlook the
important and most interesting fact of the continued preserva-
tion of the Nestorians. Thrown as they have been for centuries
under the galling yoke of Islim, and subjected ever and anon
to the most cruel persecutions on account of their faith in
Carisr, rising during intervals of rest and bestirring themselves
to fulfil the last injunction of the Saviour to His Apostles by
preaching the Gospel to the heathen beyond them, then strng-
gling for their very existence,—now in favour with the infidels
who rule over them, then ground to the dust by tyranny and
oppression,—the wonderful preservation of this sect for 1400
years, and their own preservation too of so much of the pure
doctrine of the Gospel, comes to us in the shape of an assurance
from the Sovereign Ruler of all things, that He has not utterly
cast off nor rejected them, nor suffered them absolutely to fall
away into any fatal heresy.

May it not be, then, as many learned men have concluded,
that though in error with respect to the language in which they
declare their belie belief i m thc Second Person of the Glonous Tnmx'rv,
and blameworthx in the unseemly comparisons and the im-
proper_expressions by which they attempt to exp]am.a mystery
which infinitely surpasses the extent of man’s imperfect reason,
and justly to be condemned for their refusal to submit to the

B 2
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authority of the Church, the Neatorians, nevertheless, hold in
effect, the true Catholic_doctrine as it is revealed to us in Holy
Scripture and as was set forth and éstablished by the Touiiéil of
Ephesus ?

Now, however just we may believe the providence of the
ALMicHTY to have been towards this sect, for their wilful
estrangement from the visible Body of Curist; yet, there can
be no doubt, that the Church also has suffered by this unfor-
tunate division, and that her empire over the heathen has been
retarded thereby. Had the Nestorians continued united to the
Church, how much glory might have redounded to the
RepeeMER’s Name, through the labours of their early mis-
sionaries, whose zeal and piety are worthy of our close imitation !
How many of the far-off eastern nations in Tartary, India, and
China among whom they preached the Gospel, and among whom
their efforts were sometime blessed, might this day have been
numbered among the triumphs of the Cross? Placed in the
van of Christianity, and where the baneful heresy of the False
Prophet made its first conquests, the Nestorians, had they not
been cut off from the Church Catholic, might through the
Divine blessing, have driven back the impions Invader, and
saved the Church from this devastating scourge.

If, then, the cutting off of this people from the Communion
of the Church bas been a grievous loss not only to the Nes-
torians themselves, but to Christianity at large, may it not
piously be hoped that their restoration would prove an un-
speakable blessing ?  This cannot be doubted; and it is my
earnest prayer to Almighty Gop, that the Church of England
may see it to be, not only her duty, but her privilege to under-
take this charitable work. And it is in order that those to
whom authority in such matters is committed may fairly and
candidly judge wherein the Nestorians are wanting in the true
faith, or erroneous in their manner of holding it, that the follow-
ing exposition of their doctrines is given, that they may either
be absolved from the charges laid against them, or that those
charges may be fully proved, and the proper means of correct-
ing and restoring them be adopted. To this end they ought to
be allowed to speak for themselves, and in the following extracts
from their recognized authorities, it will be seen that no attempt
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has been made to withhold anything which might fairly make
either against or for them.

Hitherto we have had principally in view the feelings of those
who are justly sensitive of any departure from the orthodox
faith in the Person of Cumist, and who would hesitate to hold
communion with any sect upon the bare ground of the Church’s
decree pronounced against it. Such Christians are persuaded
that there can be no real union unless there is a perfect agree-
ment more especially in the confession of those sacred truths,
which respect the humanity and Divinity of our Blessed Lorbp,
and that the voice of the Church, as it has confirmed and estab-
lished these, is an authority not to be doubted or called in
guestion. :

There is another class of Christians, however, who hold that
such views of the Church’s power in controversies of faith are
extreme, and erroneous ; and who deem the profession of some
modern error, such as the doctrine of direct invocation of saints
and angels, to be a far greater obstacle to Christian fellowship
than any avowed disagreement with the decree of a General
Council, on whatever subject that decree may have been passed.
Such have evidently been the opinions of the generality of
travellers and missionaries who have of late visited the Nes-
torians in their own country. They have been satisfied that
they hold the Nicene Creed, and that they are to all outward
appearances, without many of the superstitions and errors of
the Church of Rome. The simplicity of their worship has con-
trasted strikingly with the burdensome and gaudy ceremonial of
the Roman ritual, and they have (too hastily perhaps) come to
the conclusion that all that the Nestorians require is spiritual
life to perfect them in the full enjoyment of Christian truth
and all its holy privileges. Few, if any, have looked beyond the
surface of things, and have thus, perchance, deceived themselves,
and helped to deceive others. They have contributed to confer
or to_impose upon _the Nestorians the title .of . Protestants of
the East,” and their bare denial of the Supremacy of the See of
Rome has well nigh been made by them to stand in the place
of the One, Catholic, and Orthodox faith. Far be it from the
writer to charge this community with errors of which they are
innocent, or in any way to damp the godly zeal of such as are
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interested in their welfare ; but the truth must be told in all
faithfulness, and the following extracts carefully translated from
the recognized authorities of the Nestorians may perhaps tend
to a fuller and more just appreciation of their tenets, and
ultimately lead to the best mode of correcting in them what is
erroneous, and of perfecting in them what is wanting. To this
end the present work was undertaken, and to this end the
blessing of the Great Head of the Church is invoked upon it.



CHAPTER Il

WRITINGS OF THE NESTORIANS.

AvrrHOUGH science of every kind, among the Nestorians of the
present day, is at its lowest ebb, yet the monuments still extant
of the learning of their fathers from the earliest ages of Chris-
tianity down_to the thirteenth century, display a wonderful
ability of writing combined with a vast amount of intellectual
energy. The famous schools of Edessa and Nisibis, whilst they
lasted, sent forth giants in literature, who, so far back as five
hundred years after Curist, had scattered the seeds of their
own acquirements from the vast plains of Mesopotamia to the
uttermost limits of ancient Persia. These seeds, sown in a
grateful soil, and nurtured by the native warmth and acumen of
the Oriental mind, like indigenous plants sprang up at once
with an almost rank and inexpressible fertility, and displayed, in
their varied productions, whatever was peculiar and excellent in
their nature, on a scale the most magnificent. And long after
the splendour of Edessa had grown dim, and the nursery of
Nisibis had followed the downfall of her elder sister, Nes-
torian writers continued to flourish, and to bring forth fresh
fruits of intellectual exertion, until the dark curse of Moham-
medan despotism and tyranny bid from them the sun which
enlightened and warmed them, and doomed them to wither and
fade almost entirely away.

In order to convey a just idea of the number and extent of
Nestorian compositions, I have in Appendix A. given the trans-
lation of a literary catalogue, drawn up by the learned Mar Abd
Yeshua, as far back as o.p. 1298. From this list, containing
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the names of no less than one hundred and fifty authors, it will
be seen over how wide a range of literature their researches ex-
tended. Though religion was evidently the main spring and
end of almost all their writings, still they do not appear to have
confined themselves to what is strictly called Divinity, but to
have carried their investigations into all the known sciences.
The catalogue referred to makes us acquainted with at least
twenty commentators on the whole or parts of the Bible, many
ritualists, controversialists, canonists, ecclesiastical and profane
historians, more than one hundred poets, several lexicographers
and grammarians, logicians, writers on natural philosophy, me-
taphysics, geography, and astronomy, besides many other learned
essayists on miscellancous subjects.

Nor did the Nestorians confine the workings of their vigorous
minds to compositions in their own language; but carried their
investigations into the wide field of Greek ecclesiastical and pro-
fane literature. I have before me a short chronological table,
written some centuries ago, in which the following notice of the
famous siege of Troy is recorded. “ During the time of Elon,
of Zabulon, the great city of Ilion was destroyed, after a siege of
twelve years. This war arose on account of Helen the wife of
king Menelaus, who had been carried away by Paris, the son of
Priam, king of Ilion. Menelaus slew Paris, and took back his
wife after she bad borne three children to Paris.” The list of
Mar Abd Yeshua contains the names of forty western writers,
among which are some of the most celebrated theologians of the
Greek or Eastern Church; and the same respectable authority -
mentions several Syriac versions and expositions of Aristotle,
besides the translation of the Septuagint, the voluminous works
of Theodore of Mopsuestia, and other Greek authors, by Nesto-
rian scholars.*

That the learning of the Greeks was eagerly sought after, and
the study of their language highly cultivated by the early Nes-
torians, is placed beyond dispute by the fact that several writers
from among them are mentioned as having held controversies

* One of the most learned ecclesiastics at Mosul maintains, that the entire
chain of western writers mentioned by Mar Abd Yeshua existed in Syriac. This
does not positively appear from the catalogue itself, although there is some
ground for believing the inference to be correct.
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with Grecian divines, and as having themselves written elaborate
treatises in Greek. The effects of this intercourse upon Syriac
literature were the enrichment of the language by a great variety
of words from the Grecian classics, especially of such as are re-
quisite to express compound and abstract ideas not represented
in their own native dialect, and which, in the course of time,
became embodied with their own vocabulary. These terms and
phrases are of constant occurrence in the metaphysical and theo-
logical writings still existing among the Nestorians, and this
foreign, but now naturalized, idiom is met with in every page of
their latest ritual and other ecclesiastical compositions, and thus
seems to have formed a part of their ordinary literary discourse.
Moreover in order to assist beginners in the cultivation of the
Greek language, and to inform such as had no other means
of attaining to the true signification of these exotic additions,
several Greco-Syriac lexicons were compiled, and many smaller
vocabularies of difficult words drawn up, some of which are still
extant, in which such terms and phrases are fully and clearly
expounded.

Besides the study of Greek classical authors, the Nestorians
appear to have acquired great eminence in the languages of their
Persian and Arabian masters. Mar Abd Yeshua mentions several
Bishops who wrote learned treatises in Persian ; and it is certain
that a Nestorian translated the works of Aristotle into that lan-
guage for Chosroes the then ruling prince. Und®r the Caliphs of
Baghdad also, the native literature seems to have been highly cul-
tivated among them, as their skill and learning frequently secured
their appointment to the most important offices both in the cabinet
and in the provinces. Some few ancient Arabic works of Nes-
torian authorship are still occasionally to be met with, one of
which is a poem by Mar Elia el-Hadeethy, written after the
style of the famous Hariri, and which, by competent judges, is
deemed to rival the excellencies of his model. And Mar Abd
Yeshua has left behind a Nestorian creed in the same language,
a translation of which is given under Chapter V1., which for
vigour of style, purity of diction, and elegance of arrangement,
deserves to be ranked with the compositions of those Arabian
classics to which the suffrages of the learned have adjudged the
first place of genius and glory.
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The familiar acquaintance of the Nestorians with Arabic lite-
rature is further evinced by the controversial treatises which
they wrote against the tenets of their despotic and fanatical
rulers. Unlike their abject and timid representatives of the
present day, the early Nestorians seem to have dared an inva-
sion of the enemy’s camp, and to have fought them on their
own ground, instigated thereto, doubtless, by the desperate
attempts made to proselyte them to a licentious and heretical
creed, as well, perchance, from a desire to wipe out the stigma,
that a Nestorian monk was the preceptor and friend of the arch
impostor. The list of Mar Abd Yeshua records the names of
three authors who feared not to impugn the authority of the
False Prophet. Timataos, a Metropolitan, wrote a treatise
against the Mehdi; Paulos of Ambar, or Piros-Shaboor, the
seat of the first Abbaside Caliphs, wrote a dissertation against the
Epistle of Omar, the companion of Mohammed; and Aboo
Nuah drew up a confutation of the entire Koran. Polemics
such as these could only spring from men of vigorous minds,
who possessed intellect equal to the task which they undertook,
and sufficient moral courage to abide the probable consequences
of their temerity in so good a cause.

But if the Nestorian authors acquired great distinction in
these foreign languages, they did not neglect their own native
Syriac, but cultivated it with the most assiduous care. Many
of their writing§ which have been preserved to us display great
originality, acuteness, and erudition. Their metaphysics, bor-
rowed from the Aristotelian school, are remarkable for their
comparative simplicity ; their histories and narratives are written
in an easy and flowing style; their expositions of Holy Serip-
ture, though often learned and ingenious, are plain and suited to
ordinary capacities ; and the services of their ritual breathe great
spirituality of feeling and depth of devotion. Most of these
latter, as well as many of their other literary productions, are
written in poetry or measured verse, for which style of writing
the Syriac seems to be admirably adapted. Some of these
poems display a degree of sentiment and spirit combined with
the softest tenderness, a command of phraseology, and a fertility
of imagination frequently rising to an almost sublime enthusi-
asm, together with a thrilling and varied versification, worthy of
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the most exalted genius. And even their polemical essays, ex-
cept when directed against the Monophysites, towards whom
they barbour an innate dislike, are devoid of that rancour so
common among the ancient and modern controversialists of the
west.

Enough has already been said upon this subject ; more espe-
cially because in the numerous extracts contained in this volume,
the reader will have abundant matter from which to form a
correct judgment of the merit of Nestorian compositions, pro-
vided that a just allowance is made for the loss which they
have necessarily suffered by translation into a language differing
0 widely from the original. His attention is more particularly
called to the treatise contained under Appendix B, to which
reference will hereafter frequently be made, but which is given
entire in order that it may serve as a specimen of Nestorian
literature in the thirteenth century.

Most deeply is it to be regretted that so few of these valuable
records of Nestorian talent and learning have survived the vicis-
situdes of the times. The Church books, from being kept con-
stantly in use, have been preserved, and not any of those
required for the celebration of divine service and other holy
rites are missing. But even these are gradually diminishing in
number, and are in a fair way of disappearing altogether, espe-
cially in the villages where no episcopal supervision is exercised,
and where the poor inhabitants are left to shift for themselves,
and to perish in their poverty and ignorance. The long extinc-
tion of parochial schools, once a matter of great importance with
the Nestorians, as appears.from the decrees of many provincial
synods ordering their establishment and maintenance, caused a
dearth of transcribers, and ultimately led to the loss of many
useful works, from the simple fact that there were few or none
capable of re-writing them. At the present day there can
scarcely be found twelve individuals among the Nestorians able
to copy an old Byriac manuscript with any degree of correctness.
Unacquainted with grammar, and possessing no critical know-
ledge of the language, as is the case with the most intelligent
among them, their copies are generally replete with inaccuracies,
and require to be thoroughly revised before they can be confi-
dently relied on.
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The cause just noticed has doubtless operated largely in
bringing about that lack of knowledge and dearth of ancient
literature which exist at the present day. But, added to this,
there have been other measures at work equally deplorable and
destructive. It is still witnessed by the descendants of their
first proselytes that the Latin missionaries, after they had suc-
ceeded in obtaining a footing in these parts, made use of every
possible artifice to destroy whatever relics of Nestorianism, in
the shape of books, were to be found within the circuit of their
newly acquired influence. The circumstances under which they
had secured this power and the natural zeal of their first con-
verts conspired in a high degree to favour this project, and it is a
common tradition among the people of the town, that the exten-
sive library of Mosul, consisting of many thousand volumes, was
at the instigation of the Latin monks carried in baskets to the
Tigris by the new proselytes and by them thrown into that
river.

Nor has this same influence been confined to acts of such
summary vandalism, but has been extended to the patrimonial
relics in the guise of books, to be found occasionally in the
dwellings of the poorest villagers. And not satisfied with
erasing the names of Nestorius and Theodorus, and whatever
had any reference to their persons or heresy from the Church
rituals, the abettors of this expurgation caunsed it to be deemed
a virtue to blot out the memory of these two individuals wher-
ever they were found ; and thus many manuscripts are now to
be met with sadly mutilated at their beginning and end, where
the authors’ names and Nestorianism were generally recorded.
With such fanaticism did they carry on this literary crusade,
especially with regard to the much disputed title of “ Theotokos,”
that many valuable books are known to have been destroyed,
simply because in them the Blessed Virgin was styled “ Mother
of Crrist,” and such as were not destroyed were in most in-
stances mutilated or defaced. I have before me, at this moment,
an old MS,, one page of which has been well nigh obliterated,
evidently because it contained the phrase,  Holy Mary, Mother
of Crmist our Gop,” an approximation to the title sanctioned
by the council of Ephesus, which one might have thought would
have been suffered to remain uninjured.
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But, besides the above, other lamentable events have contri-
buted their full share in bringing about this literary destitution.
It is traditionally recorded, that on more than one occasion the
Mohammedan rulers of Baghdad seized the books of the Nes-
torian patriarchate there, and committed them to the flames
upon the same ground that Omar is said to bave burnt the’
famous library of Alexandria. A similar auto-da-fé is said to
have been perpetrated at Jezeerah ; but the last occurred so late
as 1832, when Mohammed Pasha, the Coordish chief of Rawan-
dooz, entered the convent of Mar Rabban Hormuzd, near Mosul,
where a goodly number of volumes had been preserved, and
after pillaging and desecrating the church, and slaughtering
several of the monks, ordered every book found there to be
destroyed.

The Nestorians of the present day have scarcely any other
books beside the Church Rituals, all the remaining MSS. being
in the possession of the so-called Chaldeans. At the patriarchate
in Mosul there are about fifty volumes, several of which are im-
perfect, and few of much value. At Baghdad and Mardeen there
are also small collections, and report says that a good_library
still exists at Sert under the Chaldean Bishop of that diocese,
and that among them is a very ancient MS. of the New Testa-
ment written on vellum. During my residence in the country
I succeeded in collecting upwards of a hundred MSS. for the
Christian Knowledge Society, among which was an entire series
of the Church Rituals, one or two copies of the Syriac New
Testament written about the tenth century, a copy of the Old
Testament and Apocrypha in separate parts, besides some other
valuable and rare works. The Chaldeans have at length learned
to lament the folly of their fathers, and the few books which
they now possess are guarded with such jealous care, that it is
somewhat difficult to obtain them even on loan.

Grateful, as we should be, for the mass of learning and devo-
tion hitherto preserved to this ancient community in their
Rituals and other ecclesiastical compositions, still one cannot
forbear deeply regretting the irreparable shipwreck of so large
an amount of Nestorian science and genius. For although it
cannot be fairly presumed that any important truth, or any use-
ful discovery in art or nature, has been snatched away from the
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curiosity of modern ages, still how many interesting occurrences
may it in all probability be conceived, have been buried in
oblivion through the successive catastrophes, which have swept
away so much of the labour of past ages from the knowledge of
the world. How many facts and historical traditions, carefully
recorded by these Fathers of old, connected with the downfall of
the ancient Assyrian dynasties, and the fortunes of the succes-
sive kingdoms which rose upon their ruins, and respecting which
our information is so very scanty, might have been transmitted
to our day, and have solved several of those difficult points in
the history of that period, which still continue to bafile the skill
and research of the most learned men of Europe. What a clue
might not these traditions have afforded us to the real history of
those astonishing relics of antiquity, which are being dug up out
of the grave of many centuries from the mounds of Nineveh and
Nimrood. It is by no means beyond the limits of probability,
that such records, had they been preserved, would not only have
thrown light upon the origin of these monuments, but would
also have supplied us with a key to their long forgotten lan-
guage. The study of the numerous cuneiform inscriptions
which bave been discovered within the last three years is still in
its infancy ; but there is some ground for believing that the
fragments of ancient Nestorian literature still extant, will, when
once these remote annals are truly decyphered, tend to confirm
and to illustrate their at present hidden import. This remark
is not intended in the least degree to detract from the merit of
those enterprising and learned men, who are assiduously pursu-
ing this new science, and whose researches have already been
crowned with some degree of success; but the most partial
estimate of the progress hitherto made will leave a conviction
upon the mind, that much has yet to be done before accuracy
and certainty can be predicated of the result of their labours.
All the Syriac MSS., Nestorian as well as Jacobite, up to
about the twelfth century, are written in the Estrangheli alpha-
bet, consisting of uncial characters which are now used only for
the heading of chapters, ornamental caligraphy, and monu-
mental inscriptions. About that period a change seems to have
taken place gradually, and the characters now in use became
generally adopted. These are in form a modification of the
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Estrangheli, and by a misnomer are called by Europeans Syro-
Chaldaic. The alphabet used by the Syrian Jacobites differs
from that of the Nestorians ; but its shape plainly indicates a com-
mon origin from the Estrangheli. Gregory bar Hebraus, called
Abulpharaj, the greatest of the Monophysite doctors, is con-
sidered the author of the characters still in use among the
Jacobites, and of their system of vowel and diacritical points, in
which respect also it differs from that of the Nestorians.
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CHAPTER IIL

OF THE HOURS OF PRAYER, AND OF THE RITUALS AND
LITURGIES OF THE NESTORIANS.

Berore enumerating the particular formularies used by the
Nestorians in the celebration of divine service, I shall briefly
notice the canonical hours of prayer, or those seasons of every
day which were appointed for the worship of Gop, and the
changes which have taken place in these, as evinced by their
present practice.

The day with the Nestorians, as with all other Orientals, be-
gins immediately after sunset, and the service appointed for
that hour is called d’Ramsha, or Vespers. After this the con-
gregation dispersed, and returned to the church about dusk for
the Soobaa, or Compline. This latter service, however, has
altogether ceased, and is only used during Lent, the three days
commemorative of the humiliation of the Ninevites, and on the
eve of certain festivals, when it is joined to the vespers and forms
with that one service. The next in order is the Slotha d’Lilya,
or Nocturns, for which the particular prayers called Moutwé
[literally, Z%rones ; during the reading of which all the congrega-
tion sat,] are appointed. After this followed the Skakra, or
Lauds, supposed to begin with day-break; and after these the
Slotha & Sapra, or Prime. The custom, however, of rising in
the night for the purpose of celebrating public worship has long
become obsolete, and the nocturns, lauds, and prime, at the
present day, form one service, generally called Slotha d’Sapra,
or Morning Prayer.

The following extracts from the synodal collection of Mar
Abd Yeshua throw some light upon the hours of prayer, as for-
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merly received by the Nestorians, and the cause of those changes
which took place in after times :—

“ Jrsus CHRIsT, our good and merciful Goo and Lorp, Who
knoweth the frailty of our mortal nature, in His Divinity by the
prophets, and in His united Divinity and Humanity by the Apos-
tles, enjoined upon us seven times of prayer, suited to our con-
dition. And the Catholic Fathers, who themselves followed this
rule, appointed the same for monks and anchorites, and their
successors ordained that each of these seven services should con-
sist of three kooldlé, [a hooldla is a certain number of psalms,!]
which rule is still observed by the holy priests and righteous
believers who are much given to prayer. But the Fathers who
rose up in after times, perceiving that all the people were not
equally well disposed to divine worship, and moreover that their
ordinary occupations did not always allow of their perfecting it
atcording to the Canons, ordained that the services for laymen
should be four in number, viz. Vespers, Compline, Nocturns,
and Lauds,? which decree they sealed with the words of our
Logp. >

“ The order of Vespers and Lauds is of canonical authority,
and can neither be added to nor abridged. The order of Com-
pline and Nocturns, according to the use of Deir Alleita* 3 is
as follows : The Compline consists of one Aooldla, an anthem, a
short doxology, a collect, and a litany. The Nocturns consist
of five or seven kooldlé, an anthem, a short doxology, a collect,
and a litany. On account of the necessary worldly occupations
of laymen it was permitted that they should observe these ser-
vices voluntarily ; but the Lauds and Vespers as ordered by the
canons without intermission.”

* Deir Alleita, literally the High Convent or Church, dedicated to Mar Gaw-
ri¢l and Mar Augabham, It is situated at the north-west part of Mosul, just
within the city wall, where its ruins are to be seen up to the present day. From
several notices, of frequent occurrence in the MSS. still extant, it appears that
there existed here a famous seminary or college, and that here the last revision
of the Nestorian Ritoal was made under the superintendence of the Patriarch,
and a conclave of Bishops. When the unfortunate Nestorians were driven from
their mountain homes by the barbarous Coords, many of them, and more espe-
cially the priests, paid devout visits to this spot, and it is still a common practice
among the Chaldeans who seek any special blessing, to resort to these ruins,
where after lighting a taper, near where the altar is supposed to have stood, they
offer up their prayers to Almighty Gob.

VOL. I1. ¢
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The reasons for the above appointed hours of prayer are
thus given by the same author:

¢ The first service is that of the Lauds, which is offered up
by laymen in behalf of their different worldly callings, and in
order that they may be delivered from and strengthened against
those hostile spirits, who roam about at noonday seeking to
ensnare men into sin. And because labour precedes rest, the
labourer should pray that he may obtain rest. The angels,
likewise, at the beginning of time sang praises as soon as
the light was created. For these reasons the Laud prayers
rank first.

“The second service is that of Vespers, and its proper season
is just before sun-set. Herein thanks are offered to Gobo
for our preservation during the day, as also for the coming
night ordained for our repose. In it we likewise implore
the mercy of Gob for those errors, short-comings, and follies,
of which we have been guilty during the past day, and that
we may be preserved from ¢the pestilence that walketh in
darkness.’

“ The third service is called Soobaa, [literally Satiety] from the
practice of those holy men who fasted all their days, [and who
ate only at night ;] but by laymen it is styled ¢ the prayecr before
gleep.” At this time it becomes us to recal to mind all the sins
which we have committed, and to supplicate pardon from the
merciful Lorp; and moreover to think of death, and to resolve,
before Gob, that if spared we will, to the best of our frail nature,
endeavour to sin no more. We should also, at this time, con-
sider the coming judgment of Gop, that whilst buried in sleep
our dreams may not be of those vain acts which we have com-
mitted during the day.

“The fourth service is that of the Nocturns, and its time
every believer will fix according as he is zealously affected in this
holy exercise. Some pray at the first, others at the second, and
others again at the third cock-crowing ; but the common hour
now observed is when all the congregation assemble in the
church for Divine worship.’"*

I shall now proceed to notice the books in which all the
Church services of the Nestorians ave contained.

* From the Sinkados, or Canons, collected by Mar Abd Yeshua, a.p. 1298,
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First, the EvaNcHELION, which consists of extracts from the
four Gospels, and is read during the celebration of the Liturgy,
of which it forms a part. The portions appointed for Sundays
and festivals are also read on the eve of these days, and form
the conclusion of the Vesper service.

SuLiEHa, literally the Apostle, consists of extracts from S.
Paul’s Epistles only, and is read during the celebration of the
Communion office. These two form separate volumes.

KARYANE, Readings or Lessons,* consists of extracts from
the Old Testament and the Acts of the Apostles. The First
Karydna is always from the Old Testament, and in a few cases
the second Lesson also; but this latter is more generally taken
from the Acts of the Apostles.

The above three rituals form a part of the Eucharistic office,
or Liturgy, and are read in the following order: the Karydna
first, then the Shlicka, and lastly, the Euanghelion. The Kary-
dna is read by the Karoya, or Reader, one of the minor orders,
at the door of the altar, on the south side; and the Shlieha by
the Hypodiakon on the north side. The Euanghelion is read by
the officiating priest in front of the altar ; but whilst reading all
these three turn their faces to the congregation. Should a Skam-
mdsha Euanghelaya,® or onc who has attained to the full order
of Deacon, be present, it is customary for the priest to direct
him to read the Gospel.

Unless a priest has a Shammdsha, i. e., a deacon or assistant
of oneof the three orders above mentioned to serve with him, the
Liturgy cannot be celebrated. And if only one is present, be
he of either of these orders, it is usual for him to read the
Lesson and Epistle.

Besides the Euanghelion, Shlieha, and Karydné, the Nesto-
rians have another book called TurcAMa, literally Interpretation,
consisting of a collection of hymns, calling upon the faithful
to give ear to the words of the New Testament, with other pious
exhortations bearing upon the same subject. Portions of this
book are appointed to be read before the Epistle and Gospel.®
The Chaldeans have almost discontinued the use of this ritual,
as it is only used by them on great festivals, and when high
1nass is celebrated. The Turgdmé are chanted responsively by
the officiating deacons around the altar.

c2
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Before the reading of the Karydna the deacon exclaims aloud :
“ Sit down, and be silent ;” and, when it is ended, the people
rise at the bidding of the same minister, who then gives
notice of the short psalm which is to follow, and which is
then taken up and sung by the officiating priest. This psalm
is called Shoordya* and generally consists of two verses
taken from the Psalter, to which the Gloria Patri is added.
The Shoordya,? therefore, appears to hold the same place in
the Nestorian liturgy, as the ¢ractus does in the Roman, the
mpoxeluevoy in the Constantinopolitan, and the psalmellus in the
Milan liturgies.+

The Sklieha, or Epistle, as we have already observed, is now
recited near the altar, but formerly it was read on the Ga-
golta,} the name given to an ambon at the western end of the
church, consisting of two raised stone platforms, placed opposite
to each other, and reached by several steps or stairs. The
Turgdma being ended, the deacon proclaims the title of the
Epistle, and begins the lesson with the invocation : “ Give Thy
blessing, O Lorp,” and the apostolic address : “ My brethren.”
At the conclusion of the Epistle, the deacon says : “Praise be to
Carist our Lorp,” after which the Zoomdra, literally a song or
hymn, consisting like the Shoordya, of a couplet from the
Psalms, the Alleluia, and the Gloria Patri, is chanted alternately
by the officiating priest and deacons. This anthem seems to hold
the place of the Alleluia sung after the Epistle in the Roman
Liturgy, and of the hymns called prose or sequentie® of
Notker, abbot of 8. Gall in Switzerland, and which were sung
after the Graduale.§

* Literally, the beginning ; so called perhaps from the notice which the deacon
gives of the first words of the appointed psalm.

1 See Palmer’s Origines Liturgice, Vol. 1. chap. iv. § 4.

1 Literally Golgotha, probably so called on account of the steps which led up
to the ambon. The Golgotha of the New Testament is supposed to have been
a mound or hill. This species of pulpit has fallen into disuse, and has been
pulled down in most of the Chaldean churches. The only one which I have met
with, is that in the TdAara, or church dedicated to the Blessed Virgin in Mosul,
two views of which are hereto annexed. The churches of the mountain Nes-
torians are generslly so small, and of comparatively so late a date, that I doubt
whether the Gagolfa was ever erected in them.

§ See Palmer ubi supra.
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The appointed Turgdma being next read, the deacon Epistler
takes the censer and says aloud :  Stand ready to hear the holy
Gospel ;”” and another adds : “ Let all keep silence.”” Where-
upon all the congregation present uncover their heads. The
officiating priest then begins with the salutation: “ Peace be
with you ;” to which the deacons and people respond : “ With
thee, and with thy spirit.” After which, the proclamation of
the Gospel from whence the lesson is taken being made, the
deacon adds: “ Glory be to CHrist our Lorp.” The Gospel
ended, the deacon again exclaims: “Glory be to Cmrist our
Lorp; and let us all commit ourselves and one another to the
Faruer, Son, and HoLy Grosr.”

It is worthy of note that the selections from the Gospels and
Epistles, read during the celebration of the Nestorian liturgy,
are strikingly adapted to the several occasions for which they
are appointed, and are generally remarkable for their devotional
and practical character.

The DaweEDHa, literally David, or the Psalter, is considered as
the principal spiritual food for all devout worshippers, and is there-
fore largely used in the service of the Nestorians. As in the or-
thodox Eastern Church, the Psalms appointed to be read in
the Nestorian ritual are divided into twenty cathismata, called
Hooldlé, and a twenty-first hooldla (always bound up with the
Psalter), cousists of the two songs of Moses from the fifteenth
chapter of Exodus and the thirty-second of Deuteronomy, the
latter being divided into two.

After the angelic hymn, “ Glory to Gop in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward men,” and the Lorp’s Prayer,
with which every service commences, the Psalms succeed in the
following order : one half of the entire Psalter is now chanted
at the morning service of every Sunday, viz., nine hooldlé
appointed for the Nocturns, and one for the Laud,® to which
are added the psalms for Lauds. These, which are Ps. xcv.,
xci;, eiv. to v. 16, exiii., xciii., clxviii., li. to v. 18, clxix. and cl.,
are invariable, and are read at every Matin throughout the year.
For the week-day Nocturns the Psalter is divided into six por.
tions, consisting alternately of three and four koold/é. For the
Vesper scrvice several entirc psalms are appointed to_be read
consecutively. Thcse are sclected from different parts of the
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Psalter, but the same portions are read at the Vespers week by
week.

In Lent, however, the order varies considerably from the
above. It is appointed that during this season the whole Psalter
shall be read over twice at the six weekly Nocturns, i.e., one-
third at every Nocturn. Moreover it is so ordered that at the
third, sixth, and ninth hours—services occurring between the
Lauds and’ Vespers during Lent,—and at the Vespers and
Compline of this season, the entire Psalter shall be read over
twice during the six days of the week.

During the Baovotha d’Ninwdyé, or three days’ fast in com-
memoration of the deliverance of the Ninevites, the whole Psalter
must be said once daily between the Nocturn and Matin, divided
into several portions as is set down in the office for that fast.

Besides the above use of the Psalter, one psalm, or the por-
tion of a psalm, is appointed to be recited at the opening of
every office, at the Baptismal, Eucharistic, Burial, and every
other Church service.

The psalms are always chanted by two persons, sometimes
by the officiating priests and deacons, and sometimes by laymen.
The priests usually recite them from memory, but the laymen
from the written Psalter. A Psalter is placed on each side of
the chancel, and after one verse is chanted the person on the
opposite side chants the second, and so on alternately until the
appointed portion is ended. At the conclusion of certain
psalms the Gloria Patri is added.!0

The KnupaRa, or Cycle of services for all the Sundays
throughout the year, for Lent, and for the Baootha d’ Ninwdyé,
is a collection of anthems, responsories, hymns, and collects,
comprised in a large folio volume containing upwards of eight
hundred pages. Yeshua-yau of Hdcyyeb, as mentioned by Mar
Abd Yeshua, arranged the order of the Kludhra, but in what
year does not appear. It must however have been long before
his time, as his name is given among the first recorded in his
catalogue of the Nestorian fathers. The last revision, according
to the historical notices found in the prefaces to this ritual, was
made in the Deir Alleita, cir. A.p. 1250.

The Kasu kv, (literally a collection from all, and generally
written as one word and pronounced Keskkool,) comprises a col-
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lection of prayers taken from the Khudhra, and appoiuted to be
used at the Nocturns and Vespers of all the week days through-
out the year.

The Kpaam 0o p’WATHAR, literally the Before and After, so
called with reference to the two divisions of the congregation
separated by the nave, and styled severally the Gooda alleita, or
high choir, and the Goode tahteita, or under choir. The
Khudhra, in a robric for every Sunday, directs whether the
service is d’kadkmdya, or d’akrdya, i.e., whether it is to be said
Before or After. 1f Before, then the hkigh choir, or the portion
of the congregation on the north side of the church, begin the
daily prayers during the ensuing week ; if After, then the under
choir, or the congregation on the south side, shall open the ser-
vice for the same appointed period. The rubrical order of the
Khudhra directs that this change shall take place on alternate
Sundays. The KpaaM 00 p’WaTHAR contains a few prayers,
extracts from the Psalter, and the whole psalms as appointed to
be used at the Matins and Vespers of week days, and the psalms
and two or three collects appointed for the Matins of every
Sunday.

The GEzza, or Treasury, contains the services for all the festi-
vals (Sundays excepted) throughout the year. Like the Khudhra
it comprises anthems, hymns, and collects ; but beside these it
includes other capitula having especial reference to the subject
commemorated. It is a large folio volume, equal in size to the
Kludhra.

The ABoo HaLEEM contains a collection of collects appointed
to be read at the conclusion of the Nocturns of all the Sundays
throughout the year, of the festivals, and the three days of the
Baootha d’ Ninwdyé, before the commencement of the Matins.
Thus after the Nocturn is ended, instead of beginning the
following service with the angelic hymn, ¢ Glory to Gop in the
highest,” &ec., two collects from this collection are said, and then
the Matins commence. The A4boo Haleem contaics many very
ancient collects, and the title of the book is supposed to be de-
rived from the patronymic of the person who compiled it, the
Catholicos Mar Elia I1I.

The Baoorsa D’ NINWAYE, or the Prayer of the Ninevites; a
collection of bymns in verse ascribed to Saint Ephracm Syrus.
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These poems contain an historical account of the wickedness
and subsequent repentance of the Ninevites, with many exhorta-
tions and injunctions to humiliation and penitence in order to
secure forgiveness. This commemorative service begins on the
twentieth day preceding the first of Lent, and lasts for three
days, viz. Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.

The Taxa p’AMaDHA, or Baptismal office, is sometimes met
with in a separate volume; but it is more frequently bound up
with the Liturgies.

Lirureies ; of these the Nestorians possess three, viz. that
known as the Apostles’, that of Theodore the Interpreter, and
the Liturgy of Nestorius.

The Liturgy of Nestorius is directed to be used five times
during the year, viz. on the festival of the Greck Doctors, on
the last day of the Baootha d’Ninwdyé, on the feast of S.
John the Baptist, on the Epiphany, and on the Thursday before.
Easter.

The Liturgy of Theodore is appointed to be used from the
first Sunday in Advent to Palm Sunday.

The Liturgy of the Apostles is used throughout the remain-
ing portion of the year.

The Kraawa p’BurrakHA, or Book of Matrimony, is
generally bound up separately.

The KaunEira is the Burial Service appomted to be read over
persons who die in holy orders.

The ANNEEDHA is the Burial Service for deceased laymen.
These two offices, beside the service to be observed in the
church and at the grave, contain all the instructions about the
washing of the dead body, and the other solemn rites which are
to be performed before the corpse is borne from the house, the
processional anthems, and the prayers appointed for the com-
memoration of the dead during the three days following the
burial.

" The Taxa D’SIAMEEDHA, or the Office of the Laying on of
haunds, contains the Ordination services for conferring all the
clerical and ecclesiastical orders and degrees.

The KnameEs, a collection of hymns chiefly in exposition of
the Life, Parables, and Miracles, of the Saviour, and on the
duty of repentance. The author of these poems lived in the
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twelfth or thirteenth century, and was the fifth son of his
parents, whose cognomen was Karddhé, blacksmiths. Hence he
is called Khdmees bar Karddhé.

The Warpa, a collection of hymns similar to the above,
written and compiled by Gheorghees Warda, a famous Nes-
torian poet, who seems to have been a cotemporary of Khimees
bar Karddhé. The poems, like those of Keble, were evidently
written in adaptation to the Church festivals, the particular
occasions and services for which they are fitted being noted at
the head of each. That they were written before the last re-
vision of the Khudhra is clear, since in that ritual there is a
rubrical direction appointing what hymn in the two collections
is to be used. Some are chanted immediately after the read-
ing of the Gospel in the Liturgy, and others are recited whilst
the communicants are partaking of the holy elements.!

Taxa p’Hoosaya, or the Office of Pardon, contains the ser-
vice used in the restoration of offenders to the Church, and the
prayers read over penitents before they are admitted to the
holy Communion. There are several short offices of this kind
in use among the Nestorians.

It is a circumstance worthy of note with regard to these
manuscript Rituals, that notwithstanding their number, and the
extent of country over which they are scattered, there is a
striking uniformity in all the copies now in use both among the
Nestorians and Chaldeans, except where these latter have either
omitted parts of the original text, or altered it to suit their
present conformity to Rome. The only way of accounting for
this coincidence is afforded by the operation of that Canon,
which made it obligatory upon all the Metropolitans and Bishops
to appear in person or by proxy, once in six years, to testify of
their faith and obedience before the Catholicos. It was on these
occasions, in all probability, that the suffragans, either of their
own accord, or by superior order, took note of the minor
alterations which were made in the rituals at the patriarchate,
and on returning to their different sees ordered that the same
should be effected throughout the churches under their episcopal
supervision.
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CHAPTER IV.

PLAN OF THE FOLLOWING INQUIRY INTO THE TENETS OF THE
NESTORIANS.

WHEN it was affirmed, in the opening of this volume, that in
order to arrive at a correct knowledge and estimate of Nes-
torianism, it was but just that its followers should be allowed
to speak in sclf-defence, the idea that such a result was at-
tainable through the testimony of the Nestorians of the pre-
sent day, never presented itself to my mind. Enough has
already been said to convince the reader, that such an attempt
would be preposterous and vain; inasmuch as among the
Nestorians now existing few know the particular points on which
they differ from other Christians, and fewer still are to be found,
who can give a reason for the faith which they profess. The
prey of adverse circumstances, and subjected to wicked and
unchristian rulers, they owe their existence as a community
professing Christianity through centuries of ever-increasing
ignorance, not to the force of conviction arising out of a well-
grounded knowledge of the faith as handed down to them by
tradition ; but, under Gob, to the power of human prejudice,
and to the influence of those ceremonial and ritual observances,
whereby they continued to celebrate the most glorious mysteries,
and to practise the outward show, at least, of the most cxalted
virtues of the Christian religion. That these externals, as they
are often disparagingly called, when viewed in the abstract, or
observed apart from the truths which they represent, are nothing
more than “ the form of godliness,” and if relied upon for justi-
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fication at the last would be little better than a refuge of lies,
we readily admit ; yet it is equally indisputable that they tend
to keep up a remembrance of, and a reverence for, the substance
which they typify, and like a husk or shell do at lcast indicate
the hidden kernel, if they do not preserve it from rottenness
and decay.

Had the Christian faith as professed by the Nestorians been
devoid of the outward symbolism of solemn rites, stated and
ever-recurring commemorations, appointed seasons of public
humiliation and religious festivity, a recognized priesthood con-
secrated to the especial service of the altar with a solemnity of
inauguration calculated to affect and to impress the minds of the
people with a due regard for their sacerdotal functions, and in
the discharge of their sacred office keeping up a constant re-
membrance of the claims of Gop upon the obedience and worship
of His intelligent creatures,—in all probability they would have
mixed with the infidels among whom they dwelt, and have long
ceased to exist as a body of professing Christians. The truth
of these remarks was strikingly illustrated and confirmed by the
conduct of many Nestorian children taken to Jezeerah by the
Coords after the massacre of 1843. On being released from
slavery many of these fell under my care at Mosul, and on in-
quiry I found that every possible attempt both by threats and
promises had been made, on the part of their barbarous masters
to induce them to embrace Islamism. With some few the
Mohammedans declared that they had succeeded, and on this
plea strove to detain them in bondage; but the little creatures
protested that they had never ceased to sign themselves with the
sign of the cross, and had obstinately refused to eat flesh on
Friday. Whilst they continued to observe these duties strictly,
(and, poor things! many of them knew little more,) they
felt persuaded that they had not abjured the faith of their
fathers.

The ignorance, therefore, general among the Nestorians, of
the essentials of their religion, precludes the propriety of adduc-
ing their testimony in an inquiry like the present. With
regard, however, to traditional opinions and observances, so far
as their belief and practice are conformable to the declared way
of their learned and devout vredecessors, these shall he ~Adnand
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as illustrative and confirmatory, as also in what respects they
appear therein to have swerved from the faith and customs of
their ancestors.

The task undertaken in the present dissertation would have
been rendered much easier had the Nestorians possessed any
recognized formula of their creed; but nothing of this kind
exists among them. The nearest approach to a confession of
faith is the treatise of Mar Abd Yeshua, a translation of which
is given in Appendix B; but this is not only defective on many
important points respecting which certain information is desira-
ble ; but it does not possess, as far as I know, that common con-
sent of the Nestorians requisite to entitle it to be considered
a Symbol of the doctrines held by their community. As the
production of an eminent ecclesiastic, filling an exalted office
in their Church, it is doubtless held in high esteem ; but unsup-
ported by older authority, and by the concurrent testimony of
their standard rituals, its evidence is liable to be disregarded.
And the same may be affirmed of the private opinions of any
other individual writer, however highly renowned for learning
and piety he may chance to be.

But the want of any standard confession of faith among the
Nestorians, is amply supplied by the voluminous matter con-
tained in their Church rituals, and, 8o great is their reverence for
these compositions, that virtually, if not theoretically, no appeal is
allowed from them to any higher authority. Having already
given a list of these, it is proposed to quote therefrom such
extracts as may bear upon the different points of Christian faith
and practice; and as the present work is undertaken chiefly
with a view to stir up the Church of England to labour for the
reformation and restoration of this long neglected community,
I shall take her Articles for the principal heads of inquiry, and
arrange under each those passages from the recognized autho-
rities of the Nestorians which shall serve either to show their
agreement with, or their dissent from, the doctrines as set forth
in those Articles. And in order to render this essay more satis-
factory, a series of remarks shall be added to each chapter,
wherein it shall be attempted, when seemingly called for, to
reconcile conflicting statements, to illustrate and confirm by
existing tradition whatever appears doubtful, and to subjoin
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such explanations of the text as may tend to convey a full
and perfect knowledge of the Nestorian creed. And as the
quotations have been translated in all faithfulness, so in their
selection no reserve has been practised; but the whole done
to the best of the author’s ability, and as be hopes may redound
to the Glory of Gop, and meet with the approbation of His
Church.
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CHAPTER V.

OF FAITH IN THE HOLY TRINITY.

¢« There is but One living and true Gop, everlasting, without body, parts, or
passions ; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness ; the Maker and Preserver of
all things, both visible and invisible. And in unity of this Godhead there be
three Persons, of one substance, power, and eternity : the FAoTugs, the Sow,
and the HoLy Gmosr.”’—Article I.

§ 1. “Gob the FaTrER, and Gop the Son, the Word, and Gop
the Hory Guost, one substance, one Gop, in three co-equal
persons, of whose Being there is no beginning, and of whose
Divinity there is no creation; He is living and everlasting.
When He determined to make known the mystery of His Being,
He created,” &c. From the Kanoona d&’Brasheeth, or First
Canon, contained in the Khudhra, and appointed to be read in
the Morning Service of every Sunday throughout the year with
the exception of the Sundays of the Lenten fast.

§ 2. “The glory of the Lorp of all can be comprehended by
none, nor can His greatness be conceived by reason, neither Hia
form imagined. He hears without ears, speaks without a mouth,
works without hands, and sees without eyes, . ... nor can He
be confined in any place so as to be laid hold of . ... who can
search Him out ?”—From the Service for the Holy Nativity, in
the Khudhra.

§ 8. “O Thou living and everlasting One, by Whose decree
all creatures were created, visible and invisible, our Almighty
Gop, Who fillest the heavens and the earth, the merciful and
the compassionate One, Who carest for our species, and re-
newest our frame, Who feedest us with good things, . ... Who
art long-suffering, great in Thy power, just in Thy wisdom. . . . .
O Thou righteous FATHER, and everlasting Son, and Hory
SeirrT, of invisible substance, incomprehensible, wonderful in
Thy doings, . . . . incorruptible, immortal ; near to all, but com-
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prehended by none; worshipped by angels and men in spirit
and in truth; Gopo, without beginning and without end.”—
From the Litany of the second day of the Baootha d’Ninwfyé, in
the Khudhra.

§4. “And He [CHrisT] manifestly committed unto them
[the Apostles] the whole hidden mystery of the Godhead, with-
out addition or reserve. [That there is] one Essence (odoia) in
three Persons. The word ‘Essence’ He applied to the three
co-equal Persons, lest it should be thought that there are three
essences having the same name. ¢ Go ye into all the world, and
disciple all nations in the name of the FaTHER, and of the Son,
and of the HoLy GHost ;’ the Persons co-equal, one distinct
Essence. The word Name proves the unity of the Essence, and
the latter part of the sentence points out the coequality of the
Persons in this one and self-same Essence.”—From the Service
Jor the Holy Nativity in the Gezza.

See also Appendix B. Part I. passim.

REMARKS,

The reasoning of Mar Abd Yeshua, as quoted from the
Appendix, in proof of the existence, unity, eternity, and incom-
prehensibility of Gop, and of those other attributes which
necessarily spring therefrom, is remarkable as well for its logical
precision, as for its conciseness and comparative simplicity. It
also shows that he was master of the irresistible & posteriori
argument, which necessitates one great, designing Cause from
the innumerable marks of design with which all created nature
abounds. But, nevertheless, what this cause is he reverently
abstains from any attempt to define. He concludes his fourth
chapter with this sentence: “ Now when we say of Gop that
He is invisible, incomprehensible, impassible, and immutable,
we do not describe what He 1is, but what He is not,” and I
cannot better analyze his whole train of argument on the being
and attributes of Gop, than by quoting an admirable passage
from Sir Isaac Newton, which could not have suited better had
it been drawn up with this especial design. * Gop is eternal
and infinite ; omnipotent and omniscient ; that is, He endures
from eternity, and is present from infinity to infinity. He go-
verns all things that exist, and knows all things that arc to be
known ; He is not eternity or infinity, but eternal and infinite ;
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He is not duration or space, but He endures and is present ;
He endures always, and is present everywhere; He is omnipre-
sent, not only virtually, but also substantially, for power without
substance cannot subsist. All things are contained and move
in Him, but without any mutual passion ; He suffers nothing
from the motions of bodies ; nor do they undergo any resistance
from His omnipresence. It is confessed that Gop exists neces-
sarily, and by the same necessity He exists always and every-
where. Hence also He must be perfectly similar, all eye, all
ear, all arm, all the power of perceiving, understanding, and
acting, but after a manner not at all corporeal, after a manner
not like that of men, after a manner wholly to us unknown.
He is destitute of all body, and all bodily shape ; and therefore
cannot be seen, heard, or touched ; nor ought to be worshipped
under the representation of anything corporeal. We have ideas
of the attributes of Gop, but do not know the substance of even
anything ; we see only the figures and colours of bodies, hear
only sounds, touch only the outward surfaces, smell only odours,
and taste tastes ; and do not, cannot, by any sense, or reflex act,
know their inward substances; and much less can we have any
notion of the substance of Gop. We know Him by His proper-
ties and attributes.”

Further, the extracts quoted from their rituals, at the begin-
ning of this chapter, and the able dissertation referred to in the
Appendix, are sufficient proof of the orthodoxy of the Nestorians
on the important 4rticle now under consideration. Mar Abd
Yeshua says of it, that “in the confession of the Trinity all
Christians agree, for all receive the Nicene Creed, which creed
confesses that the Trinity is co-equal in essence, dignity, power,
and will ;” and his own illustrations of this mystery will amply
repay a careful perusal. He does not attempt, by any effort of
human reasoning, to prove a doctrine which he admits to be
beyond the comprehension of all; but he so opens it out as to
enable the mind rightly to conceive of this truth so clearly re-
vealed to us in the Sacred Scriptures, and thus to prevent, as
far as may be, that mental confusion of the three Divine Persons,
which is apt to perplex even the most devout whenever they
contemplate the providence of the ALMiGHTY towards the world,
or their own individual dcpendance on Him.
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CHAPTER VI

OF THE WORD OR SON OF GOD, WHICH WAS MADE VERY
MAN.

*“ The Son, which is the Word of the FATHER, begotten_from_everlasting of
the FAoTHER, the very and eternal Gop, and of one substance with the FaTazr,
took man’s nature in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, of her substance: so that
two whole and perfect natures, that is to say, the GoprzaD aud Manhood were
joined together in one person, never to be divided, whereof is one Cumisr, very
Gop, and very Man; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and buried, to
reconcile His FATHER to us, and to be a sacrifice, not only for original guilt,
but also for actual sins of men.”’—Article II.

§ 1. “BLessEDp be the compassionate One, Who has graciously
sustained our life by the prophecies ; for Isaiah saw, with the
eye of his mind, the wonderful Virgin-born; and Mary
brought forth Emmanuel, the Son of Gob, without marriage,
He bemg formed of her by the HoLy Gmosr, (as it is
written,) to be an adorable abode and temple for the rays of the
Fu'unn, in one Fllmtlon whlfblbody,] at the commencement
of His wonderful conception, He united to Himself in one
honour, therewith to fulfil all His purposes for the salvation
of all, according as it pleased Him. Who was praised at His
birth by the hallelujahs of angels in the highest, and by those
of earth, He was worshipped through their gifts. One is the
Messiah, adored by all in two Natures, Who, as touching His
Godhead, is begotten of the Farmer, without beginning, and
before all ages; and, as touching His Manhood, was born of
Mary, in the fulfilment of time, a body of union. His Godhead is
not from the substance of His mother, neither His Manhood
from the substance of His FaTHER ; but the Natures and Per-
VOL. II. D ‘
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so_gg_y__ubsnst in the one Parsopa of this one Filiation. And as
there are in the Godhead three Persons, One Self-existent, so the
Filiation of the Son is of two natures and one Parsgpa. Thus
doth the Holy Church teach us to confess of the Son, Who is
the Messiah. Therefore, O Lorp, we worship Thy Divinity
and Thy Humanity, without dividing them; for the power of
the Faraer, Son, and Hory GHosr, is one, the sovereignty is
one, the will is one, and the glory is one.” Anthem taken from
the Khudhra, and appointed to be used from the ﬁrst Sunday in
Advent until Epiphany.

§ 2. “Blessed art thou, O Virgin, daughter of David, since
in thee all the promises made to the righteous have been ful-
filled, and in thee the race of prophecy has found rest ; for after
a wonderful manner thou didst conceive as a virgin, without
marriage, and in a wonderful way thou didst bring forth the
Messiah, the Son of Gob, as it is written. The HorLy Spirir
formed Him in thee, and the Word dwelt in Him by union,
without conversion or confusion, the Natures contmums to
subsist_unchanged, and the Persons also, by their essential
attributes,—the Divinity and Humanity subsisting in one
Parsopa of Filiation. For the Lorp is one, the power is
one, the dominion ruling over all is one, and He is the ruler
and disposer of all by the mysterious power of His Divinity,
Whom we ought ever to thank and worship, saying : Blessed is
the righteous One, Who clothed Himself with Adam, [hu-
manity] and made Him Lorp in heaven and in earth.” From
the Gezza, in the service for the Holy Nativity.

§ 8. “ When the angel assured her [the Virgin] that her
wonderful conception should be of the operation of the HoLy
GHosT, she believed that what had been announced to her would
take place ; and forthwith the Word made for Himself a reason-
able abode, and made it His temple. Not _that He first formed
it, and then afterwards dwelt in it ; for He wove a temple to clothe
Himself withal, and clothed Hlmself therewith when He wove it,
that this His clothing might not be any other than the clothmg
of the Word, which He wrought for Himself. But the descent
[of the Word] is inexplicable, and is beyond the examination
of all inquirers; and the union so exalted that no words can
express it. There is plurality in the Natures, but these subsist
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in One, [literally “ numbered natures,—oneness,”]—that which
is proper to each subsisting [i. e. without conversion or confu-
sion,] in one Parsopa of Filiation.”— From the Gezza, as above.

§ 4. ““He who is, by His self-existence, perfect Goo, the
Word, abounded in His compassion for our frailty, and took
upon Him our similitude to be an abode for His Divinity, , raised
and nailed it to the cross, and yielded it up unto death, thereby
to give us hfe, then raised it again and seated it in the heavens,
far above the highest dominions and powers. And as we were
all under condemnation through the first Adam, so by the
second Adam we are justified.—Who can declare His glorious
generation ' So we praise, 80 we reasonably believe, and so we
with wonder confess, as we have been truly taught ; so that even
should an angel from heaven come and teach us any other doc-
trine than this Gospel preached unto us, we will neither deny
His Manhood, nor that His Divinity is impassible.” From the
Khudhra, in the service for the fifth Monday in Lent.”

§ 6. “The clear truth was manifested by the Son of Gop to
His affianced Church, when it pleased Him, in His love, to come
into the world to teach and to preach the doctrine of His Divi-
nity and Humanity.!?

““ He was in the bosom of His FaTHER before the worlds,
from everlasting, He being truly Gop.

“ He came to us in the fulfilment of time, took our body upon
Him, and therewith redeemed us, He being truly Man.

“The prophets declared Him in their visions, and the right-
eous typified Him, He being truly Gop.

“ He was in the womb for nine months, and was born as a
man, He being truly Man.

¢ The angels praised Him, He being Gob.

“ He was laid in a manger, He being Man.

“ The star declared Him, He being Gop.

“ He was suckled at the breast, He being Man.

¢ The Persian Magi brought Him precious gifts and offerings,
He being truly Gon.

“ He submitted to be circumecised, and offered sacrifices in the
temple, according to the Law, He being truly Man.

“ Simeon called Him ¢the Light of the Gentiles, and the
Glory of His people Israel,’” He being truly Gon.

D2
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‘ He fled into Egypt from the hands of the cruel and impious
Herod, He being truly Man.

“ The shepherds hastened to worship Him, and adored Him
bending over their staffs, He being truly Gob.

““ He was nurtured, and grew in stature, and in wisdom, and
in the Divine grace, He being truly Man.

 He turned the water into wine, and the guests drank there-
of, and praised His name, He being truly Gop.

‘“ He was baptized in Jordan, He being Man.

“ The heavens were opened to Him, He being Gob.

“ The FarHER opeunly declared Him, He being Man.

“The Spirit descended upon Him, He being Gop.

“ He fasted and was tempted, He being Man.

“ He confounded the wicked one, He being Gon.

“ He entered the abode of Levi, of Zacchseus, and of Simon,
and ate and drank at the feast and supper, He being truly
Man.

““He healed the sick and infirm, cleansed the lepers, and gave
sight to the blind, He being truly Gob.

 He went out to a mountain to pray, and continued in prayer
until dawn, He being truly Man.

“ He gave the power of walking to the lame, and members to
the maimed, He being truly Gop.

‘ He slept on board the ship, He being Man.

“ He calmed the sea, He being Gon.

¢ He ascended the mount, He being Man.

 He there enacted laws, He being Gob.

“He was weary from walking, sat by the well, and asked
water of the Samaritan, He being truly Man.

¢ He revealed her secrets, and told her of all her hidden and

open actions, He being truly Gop.

“ He wept and shed tears for 'i;azarus, and inquired for the
place of his grave, He being truly Man.

““He called and raised him from the grave by the power of
His Divinity, He. being truly Gop.

“« He rode on arr ass, He being Man.

¢ The children praised Him, He being Gob.

“ The Pharisees envied Him, He being Man.

“ He wrought miracles, He being Gop.
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¢ The priests conspired against Him, He being Man.

“ The multitudes glorified Him, He being Gop.

“He left the city and went to Bethany with His disciples,
and there abode, He being truly Man.

“He cursed the fig-tree, and immediately it dried up, thus
showing His power and glory, He being truly Gob.

“ Mary anointed Him with spikenard, and wiped His feet
with the hair of her head, He being truly Man.

‘“ He remitted her sins, forgave her iniquities, and wiped out
her transgressions and follies, He being truly Gob.

“ He ate the legal Passover in the upper chamber with His
disciples, He being traly Man.

« At the Supper, He foretold and declared the treachery of
the Iscariot, He being truly Gopo.

“ He took a napkin, girded Himself therewith, and washed the
feet of His disciples, He being truly Man.

“ He approached him whose ear had been cut off, and healed
it by His great power, He being truly Gon.

“ He sweat, and prayed, and received strength from the angel
that appeared unto Him, He being truly Man.

“ He foretold the denial of Himself by Simon Peter the head
of the disciples, He being truly Gob.

““ He was taken to His passion, spit upon, and crowned with
thorns, He being truly Man.

“ He repulsed those who seized Him, and those who hated
Him, and they fell with their faces to the ground, He being
truly Gob.

« He was pailed to the wood, He being truly Man.

“ He rent the rocks, He being truly Goo.

“ Nails were driven through Him, He being truly Man.

“ He opened the graves, He being truly Gop.

“ They gave Him vinegar to drink, He being Man.

“ He rent the Temple, He being Gob.

“ He cried out from the cross, He being Man.

 He cast darkness over the sun, He being Gob.

“ He submitted to death, His body was embalmed and laid AT I

a sepulchre hewn out of a rock, He being truly Man.
“ He ate and drank with His disciples after His resurrection,

as it is written, He being truly Man.

ad
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“ He passed through closed doors, and saluted the Twelve
with the salutation of peace, He being truly Gop.

“ He showed them the prints of the nails on His hands
and feet, and pointed out His side to Thomas, He being truly
Man.

“ He ascended up in glory unto Him who had sent Him, and
will return again at the last to judge all, He being truly Gop.

“ Angels foretold of Him that He should come again openly,
in the body, even as He had ascended, He being truly Man.

“ He sent the Spirit, the Comforter, upon His disciples, Who
endued them with wisdom, He being truly Gob.

“ Constantine searched out and found the wood upon which
He was crucified, He being truly Man.

“ He chose out for Himself, from among all people, a Church,
which He sanctified by the glory of His Divinity, He being
truly Gop.

“Blessed is He Who hath fulfilled His purposes for the
salvation of men; to Him be glory, and on us His mercy, for
ever and ever.”—From the Gezza, in the Service for the Holy
Nativity.

§ 5. “ With all these proofs to establish the humanity of the
Saviour, I am astounded at the tenets of the erring heretics.
Manes, Marcion, and the worthless Simon deny [CuRisr’s]
13921'& and thereby deprive our race of salvation. Eutyches,
also, who falsely asserted that the [Crrist’s] body descended
from above, equally denies our body, [i.e. that Crrisr’s body
was like our own.] Eunomius and his followers denied the soul
[of Crrist]; Apollinaris denied the mind [of CmrIsT]; but
the worst of all was Jacob [Baradaus] who makes the self-existent
passible. This erring man maintains that there is but one
nature in CHRIST, and says that the self-existent became flesh,
thereby destroying the co-equality of the Persons of the Trinity,
and inflicting a serious injury on mankind. After him come the
erroneous Chalcedonians, whose creed resembles his, since they
believe that there are two Natures and one Person in CaRisT.
And this creed is maintained by all the West, by the Romans,
the Greeks, the Egyptians, the Copts,!3 the Melchites, and by
most of the Georgians. This wicked party excommunicated
Mar Nestorius, who was true, and who taught the truth in the
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Church. He confessed two Natures and two Persons in CHRISY
even as the disciples declared to all nations in their preaching;
and all nations received this doctrine, which is well known in all
the Churches of the East as it was preached and manifested by
Mar Mari the Apostle.” From the Gezza, ut supra.

§ 6. (a)  Ten thousand times ten thousand glories uttered by
the Church, and never-ending springs of the pouring forth of
the Spirit, flow towards the dust, unto Thee, Thou Ray of the
Mysterious Orb, the Everlasting, the Son of the essence of Self-
existence, Who from virginity took a garment of humanity, and
hid therewith the effulgence of His Divinity |

6) ....“After the similitude of His hidden likeness had
become cormpt, and the image of His mysterious self had been
defaced and defiled, and the transcript of His similitude had been
utterly ruined, and after the model of His own creation had been
swallowed up in the gaping bowels of the insatiable skeal, the
good Gop deigned to renew and to restore it. And when the
set time for the fulfilment of this His benevolent purpose to-
wards the creation had arrived, the Lorp spread abroad His
mercy as the sea, and His pity as the great deep, and He poured
forth and enlarged the goodness and the grace of His Divinity,
by sending His consubstantial Son,—the Son of Self-existence.
In a befitting way His Will descended towards men ; He sent His
Beloved, the Begotten of Himself, that is, His Express Image,
Who in consummate wisdom, took upon Him, from us, a nature
and a person. In a wonderful manner he clothed Himself with
a corruptible garment, covering therewith His excellent glory,
and when the time appointed in His wisdom had come, He
mended and repaired it, and sewed together its rents. He was
borne in the womb according to the laws and peculiarities of
nature, and was brought forth by His mother.”

(¢) “The Begotten, the Highest, the Ancient of days, Who
has set us free, drew milk from the breast as do sucklings and
infants, was bound in swaddling clothes, and was placed in a
manger like a child of the poor and needy, although He is verily
and indeed the King of kings, to Whom the highest worship is
due. Crowds of simple and untutored shepherds surround the
cave where He lay, and bow to Him in adoration. Legions of
spiritual, excellent, and adoring Powers,—the living chariots of
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the wonderful cherubim,—the speaking wheels, with open eyes
and replete with wisdom and intelligence, now stationary, now
lifted up,—myriads of Seraphim, as quick as light, with out-
stretched wings, whose it is to sing thrice Holy,—the glorious,
admirable, and awful company of exalted thrones,—the com-
pany of those who keep watch over the kingdom of the Lorbp,
all the beautiful armies, lordships, dominions, invincible powers,
archangels, angels, and messengers, surround Ephratha in nine
circles, fly to and fro, ascend and descend as eagles, dance, re-
joice, clap their hands and feet like children of freedom, sing
and sound their trumpets on the day of the Nativity, and on their
lyres praise the Child Born,—sing the most exalted hallelujahs,
thrice Holies, psalms, glories, and holy songs, unto Gob in the
highest, increase of security and peace upon the earth, and the
descent of good-will and its continuance among men. The un-
believing Magi, the worshippers of idols, Chaldeans, and sor-
cerers, and such as adore the great lights,—men well versed in
astronomy and astrology, and deeply read in these sciences,—
were troubled and perplexed, they snorted like wild beasts, and
cried out and demanded one of another, ¢ Who is this before
whom the mountains tremble, and the images are moved, and
the idols quake, and the heathen priests are confounded, and
their altars fall to ruin, and the high places are annihilated
They fled to the treasuries of their volumes, opened the scrolls,
searched them diligently, and discovered therein that what had
been foretold generations before by Zoroaster the highly vene-
rated and esteemed was now fulfilled. Then the lips of these
scribes were shut, and they were confounded ; and they chose
out from among them kings of high renown and of great riches,
and they delivered into their hands gifts, tithes, and vow-offer-
ings, and sent them away with a commission, and bade them to
be watchful. And as they went forth, behold a star of great
brightness, bearing on its surface the image of a woman with a
child in her bosom, guided and accompanied them into the land
of Judea. In all haste, like men in earnest, they accomplished
their journey, and entering the cave they offered their gifts, and
bent to Him the knee. After this they returned to their own
land continually glorifying Gop. The spiritual essences, those
who dwell in the regions of the Spirit, were enraptured, and the
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earthly, such as were alive and such as were in the grave, re-
joiced, saying : ¢ He is One to all generations.’

(@) ....“From these things, then, let us rest assured that
the Messiah is One in two Natures, and two Persons subsisting in
one Parsopa of Filiation, since the Natures did not commingle ;
and in like manner we believe of the Persons. The Son of the
Faruer clothed Himself with Him of Mary, and was conceived
in the womb. But let no man filch a word from this, and wil-
fully pervert it by specious philosophy, so as to conclude that
there are two Sons. For there is one Son_only, not a Son and

a Son making two but One Son, we repeat as it is most

garment is not called two men.14 The Wl“ of _the Creator des-
cended and united ] Itself to the will of the creature : the Divine
Nature clothed itself with the human nature, which thus became
co-equal in everything, in reverence, in worship, and in praise,
for they have but one Parsopa; in essence, however, not so,
for this were impossible. . . . . Now, in what we have laid down,
there is no doubt, double-meaning, or equivocation whatever ;
neither in what we have declared is there any folly or ignorance ;
but as it is written, all has been arranged in a ¢ goodly and plea-
sant way,” and after a suitable order;—all, we say, has been
set forth worthily, rightly, truly, firmly, and on a solid
foundation. . . . .

(¢) “Behold Him, Who is clothed with light, wrapped in
swaddling bands ; what a mystery is here! No less wonderful
is it that He Who is seated on the throne of heaven should have
been laid in a manger! The Ancient of times became a Son
of Mary in the latter time, and appeared as the FatHER, LoRrb,
and Master, of the sons of Adam, loosing from off their nature
the bands of the curse and of sin, and causing a light to shine
forth through the shadows of death. The sun of His love chose
an orb from the firmament of humanity, and made the rays of
His moon to be the rational confidence of man ; so that hence-
forth the grossness of the dark earth cannot hide the one from
the other, He having destroyed it by the splendour of His
brightness. He brought down the Spiritual, and guided
it to the nature of the dust, wherefrom He chose Him out
un abode to manifest forth the mystery of perfect and great
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salvation, and to exhibit true liberty to the children of flesh,
who had become the slaves of falsehood and error. . . . .

(f) “A daughter of man, the chaste Virgin, became as a
haven of safety to the rational vessel, tossed about in the tem-
pestuous sea, so that henceforth the winds of error are power-
less to drive it hither and thither, nor can the tumultuous
waves, raised by Satan, cause trouble to its rowers, now that the
true Jewel has been brought up by the power of the Almighty
arm of Gobp, enclosed in the shell of the chaste Vu:gm, and
elect bosom, which shall, havmg indeed the companionship of
a human body, but without any [conjugal] intercourse, open
upon the shore of the cave of Bethlehem, the rivulet of which
is small. Towards this Jewel we bow the neck and shoulders,
and for it we barter our souls; because it sheds forth light in
darkness, and is a Pearl which all the merchants extol. Not all
the wealth of the world can purchase it, therefore let us cast
away all our silver and gold, and all that we possess, and hasten
and gaze on its pure and varied beauty, so that perchance its
reflection may be impressed upon our minds, and it may become
to us a treasure of life in earthen vessels. . . . .

(9) ““Behold Adam, the begetter of nations, is begotten again,
and the Creator of men has become a little child! He [the
first Adam] who would have arrogated to himself the sovereignty
unreasonably, took it [in CarisT] when He wasborn an infant.
Hail to thee, O daughter, whose Son caused fatherhood to exist !
Hail to Thee, O Infant, Who filledst the womb of Thy mother
with grace ! Hail, Mary, who honouredest in thy bosom a united
Man filled with purity, the reasonable temple of the Divinity !
The HoLy Spirir was the Master Who wove in thee the taber-
nacle of the Humanity, and the words of the Angel messenger
were as His threads thereto. Hail to the Begotten, the Un-
speakable, the Wonder working! Hail to the Begotten, the
equal with His Faraer in dominion and sovereignty, Who
became the origin of reconciliation and peace !

(#) “ The Sceptre has sprung out of the root of Jesse, accord-
ing to the prophecies, and the branch has arisen out of his stock,
as had been declared, and the Star of Jacob has appeared from
the Virgin, the second heaven full of purity.

(7) “ Let us rejoice and sing praises, let us be merry and joy-
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ful, because the King is born at Ephratha, and has received the
adoration of sovereigns through their gifts. Let the priests who
surround the altar clap their hands, and let the Church dance
for joy, since He is born Who will instantly destroy all those
that hate her. Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be
glad, because the Lorp has been sent to create peace above and
below, and to make all one. Henceforth the Leader of the
weak, Who has been exalted, shall abolish death; and the
Strength of the fallen, Who has been raised up, shall drive the
oppressor far off. On this day the Law of despised nature
puts to silence the scribes, and the Barrier of tradition, Which
has been broken through, shall from this time forth annul their
scriptures. The time has come for the Holy Church to adorn
her neck with glory, because the body of her truth which was
wounded is now suddenly healed, and the shoulders of her
children are freed from the yoke of death.

(7)) “That which good and righteous men, who declared the
set seasons, waited for, has at length appeared and come to
pass, and has dazzled the minds of men; the Essence, in Itself
simple, has, by a wonderful operation, made Ttself c compound
through the different ‘ kinds of flesh’ [1 Corint. xv. 39,] and
the accldents of “colour, and thereby manifested the hidden
mysteries of Itself.

(k) ““ The hope of the good, and the parables of the just, are
now brought to light, and the sayings of the prophets are ful-
filled in the birth of the Highest. The Fire and the Spirit,
whose mysteriousness Moses the Prophet worshipped on the
mount, have manifested their excellence in vile flesh. The stone
cut out without hands, as prophesied of by Daniel, appears in
the Child born without conjugal intercourse or connexion.
Though the seals of virginity are unbroken, behold a child is
found wrapped in swaddling bands, even as Isaiah had declared,
that a Virgin should bring forth Emmanuel. A Branch from
the root of Jesse sprouts out where there is no water ; and the
daughter of David inwardly maguifies and praises the Lorp’s
Son. The emblem of Aaron’s rod that budded speaks from
afar that the tree of virginity bears fruit without having been
watered. The prophets figured forth the hidden mystery of
Him in divers manners, and in various ways the righteous
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declared His beauteous signs, and those who searched diligently
prefigured Him in proverbs; but the perfect accomplishment of
the whole has appeared to us in a wonderful mystery, and in an
astounding way. He covered and hid His dazzling brightness
with a corporeal, corruptible and vile _garment, for had He
appeared to the children of the dust in His glory, who could
have looked upon His Divine splendour, who would have been
so rash asto gaze upon His exalted Image, or who could dare to
conceive of Him Who is beyond all conception? Did He not
say to the son of Amram: ‘Turn back, for no man can look
upon Me and live ¥ Great is He Who is Born, Who strikes
all creatures with awe !

() ““ Hitherto the law of nature was in force, but in the ap-
pearance of the Saviour from a virgin, the law of birth from
[conjugal] union was abrogated; and the mind that would
comprehend how this was must lose itself in the inquiry.

(m) “On the exalted throne of that glorious Temple whose
two gates are built in wisdom on the confines of the two worlds,
[reference here is made to the Divinity and Humanity of
Christ,] there the Lorp of all creation sat as Supreme Ruler.
Like kings who take a survey of all their dominions in order to
manifest the greatness of their affection towards the nations
under their sway, and to cause peace and safety to dwell among
them ;—for a similar end the MEessian, the King, took upon
Him a human body, that the two worlds, the visible and invisi-
ble, might be comprehended in Him, and that by a gate within
a gate [the Divine Nature hidden under the Human] He might
bring both together, and join them in One. This is the mystery
contained in the words spoken by the Spirit, that from a daughter
of David and of Abraham the Messiam should be born. David
says of Him, that ¢ His throne shall stand as the sun, and shall
endure as the moon to order and to establish all things,’ that is,
by His manifested Divinity, and by the life and wisdom of His
Humanity ; forin the motions of Himself He comprehends all
the angels in the highest, and, in the members of His Body,
He comprehends man who is on the earth, thereby fulfilling, as
in a rational way, that the two worlds are, by the power of His
Spirit, but One body, and He is that very One Who through
these sees the things which we cannot see. He 2 is the very One
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Who makes all visible creatures to subsist, Who tries and
judges them. Before the Union_these offices belonged to the
Person of the Dmmty, afterwards it was given to the Person
of the Humanity. And since ince ail these things are fulfilled
in this Begotten One, He is therefore Man and Lorp most
truly, certainly, and beyond all doubt. Let our abject race,
therefore, rejoice, exult, and leap for joy, since the King of the
highest and of the deep came down in order to raise it from its
fall, and through Him the pure in heart see Gop. Let not
heretics, with perverse minds, dispute this truth; but hence-
forward let angels and men rejoice together, because they shall
abide one Church for ever . .

(n) “ By His birth He has opened the gates of the highest
which were shut, and by His nativity He found again the lost
sheep of the FarHER, as was figured in the shepherds who
crowded round the manger, praising Him Who is the Good
Shepherd. These did not indeed comprehend the meaning of
the occurrence ; but nevertheless they took up and repeated the
song of the angels. For in those days men were like beasts in
every thing, living like brutes in sensual lusts, and they
stumbled in their goings over the stumbling-block of sin through
the obliquity of their souls : they were, moreover, vain-glorious,
and walked after the law of their nature without any discern-
ment. And whilst in this condition, led about’ forcibly by this
law of their nature, they took medicine for their souls from the
manger of His Body, and thus prefigured to us the mystery of
His sacraments, their actions loudly proclaiming and foreshadow-
ing His Body as our meat, and His Blood as our drink, which
fulfil in us the mystery of life. Whilst these were thus
engaged round about the manger, the angels in heaven were
singing praises unto Him ; and let us, in the renewal of that
life which was decayed, join in their exultations.

(o) “The Invisible Will came down, took a parsopa, and ap
peared ol)enly, and thereby renewed that which was broken up.
And the rain of the wicked one descended furiously upon Him,
because without water He made the rod of the wonderful Virgin
Child to bud, and without germinating heat He made it to
blossom anew, and thereby consummated all by restoring our
natare.
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(p) “ The form which had been marred [human nature] was
again glorified; the piece of silver which had been lost was
found; the sheep that had wandered was brought home safe ;
the hungry prodigal ate, and left of that which was placed before
him; the leaven leavened the three measures of meal; the
stranger in Jerusalem, who had fallen among thieves that robbed
him in the descent to Jericho, and who was found plundered,
wounded, and stricken, despised, and cast out, has been healed,
since the Heavenly Physician has been sent to the earth to dis-
pense medicine to the afflicted, to heal the sick, and to give
sight to the blind ; and not to this end only, but also to break
the gates of steel, and to raise the dead, because His power is
great, and His medicine healing, and whatever pleaseth Him
that He doeth. Therefore, O Carist, Thy birth is worthy of
all worship and praise.

(¢) “The wicked one foresaw the shadow of salvation in
Moses, and hence it was that he stirred up the deceitful Pharaoh
not to suffer a Hebrew child to live, thereby hoping to destroy
Moses among the children. And when Satan could not compass
this his wicked end, he made use of Herod as a cloak, whom he
incited to slay all the children of Bethlehem, the fool thinking
in this way to destroy Him Who gives life to all. (Consider
these ways of the CREATOR, thou discriminating one, and ob-
serve how His providence is ordered by rule, and preserves the
middle of the road. Who can deny His wisdom but the unbe-
lieving ; and who can refuse coming to Him to be sanctified but
the impure?) When the vile fox discovered that he could not
approach the place of the Lion, he was confounded and put to
shame, both he and his mean instrument with him. Then the
Farner brought His Son out of Egypt, even as the prophet
David, that lyre of the Spirit, had declared when he said : ¢ Out
of Egypt have I called My Son.” (Attend now, thou prudent
one, and perceive how he reminds us of the things relating to
Moses in Egypt, who was saved from the water in an ark of
bulrushes, even as Pharaoh was afterwards drowned by water.)
The birth of the Saviour at Bethlehem, which spot had been
purchased by a good and accepted man for seven sheep, and
called by him Ephratha on account of its spring, typifies, declares,
and makes known to us that He destroys the power of the seven.
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carnal lasts which matter generates, and, moreover, that from

im shall flow forth rivers of the knowledge of the fear of Gop,
which shall destroy the wicked one as by a flood. The material
water drowned in its depths the material man [Pharaoh], and
the immaterial water drowns the immaterial one [i.e. Satan].
Behold a great mystery! Hail, then, to the economy which
surpasses all comprehension ! Hail to that Providence, the story
of which strikes even the pure in heart with awe! Behold, on
this day, drink is set down in the place appointed for meat, from
the manger issues the spring of life, which is meat and drink,
spirit and power, unto all such as believe on Him, but a drown-
ing flood to all those who resist Him. Such is the property of
water, that it quenches the thirst of the thirsty, and destroys the
rash and froward. Here, then, in the cave of a flinty rock, is
set up the beautiful stone, the very building of the Born One,
the Temple of the Lorp, figuring to us that faith in Him can-
not be moved for ever and ever, because it is founded on a truth
which frees the world from all doubt 4nd uncertainty.

(r) “ The life-giving Spirit was the agent in His pure concep-
tion, and gave a body and members to the Infant by the power
of Gop, and joined it to Him in one immutable parsopal dignity,
not to be changed for ever and ever. .. ..

(8) “Abraham, Moses, and David, were truly the beauty,
excellency, and dignity of the Old Testament, and in their won-
derful actions and lives figured forth the mystery of the Sow.
Abraham through the lamb, Moses through the fire, and the
illustrious David, in all his actions, ministered to the mystery
of Him. Saul persecuted with all his might the injured David ;
even so did the wicked and deceitful Herod [persecute the Sa-
viour]. On David’s account the priests were slain by the
sword of the proud, just as the innocent children were slaugh-
tered on CaRIsT’s account. From among the priests Abiathar
was the only one saved ; so John the son of the barren ones was
the only child preserved. David fled and dwelt among the Gen-
tiles ; and the Son of David fled into Egypt from the hand of
the infidel. The high-priesthood was cut off from the house of
Eli in Abiathar ; and in John prophecy ceased in the house of
Jacob. And whereas He twisted the Old and New Covenants
into one, we believe that He is Lorp of both. At the annun-
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ciation He was called Jesus, that is, a SAvioUR, because he was
destined to redeem men from the power of the Hater. He was
also called CHRIisT, 8 name of union and of dignity, because in
Him a new life was joined to the mortality of dust. The legal
shadow has now passed away, and the light has broken forth in
the renewing of the Spirit, not in the oldness of the letter.
The grace of the FarnER has appeared in the Wonderful Begot-
ten One, teaching us, as it is written, to deny ungodliness and
worldly lusts. On this day the bark of prophecy has reached
the shore; in This Begotten One all the types are fulﬁlleq_
Water and clay have become like the subtler elements of air and
fire, since JESus took from them a body. Whereto, then, serve
the orders, multitudes, classes, and appointments, of the hea-
venly hosts who magnify the Lorp within the veil? Whereto
the circuits of the spheres, the sun, and the moon? Whereto
the sea and the dry land, the mountains and plains? Where-
fore dost thou thus ask, O inquirer ? Wouldest thou say that
their creation was superfluous, or that humanity could have done
without them, or that they cannot hide that radiance? If
thereby thou meanest what the apostle did when he said, ¢ that
Gop may be all in all,” thou dost rightly interpret the mystery
of the perfect man [Saint Paul], for this is its true signiﬁcation

For the Parsopa of the Word, as on this day, appeared in the
body, and has centred in His own beauty the sight and contem-
plation of all minds. Henceforth men will not be deluded into
the worship of bulls and calves, nor be attracted after the bright
shining of any of the plancts. But, thou, keep this charge of
mine and be watchful.

(¢) ““The Church exults in Thy adorable birth, Thou Saviour
of the world, since thereby the nations and the nations [Jews
and Gentiles] are made one, and the shepherds of earth and the
angels in the heavens above unitedly sing and praise Thee.

(u) “ Let the Church rejoice in this first-born of festivals, and
on this chief of her solemn assemblies, in the contemplation of
this glorious and wonderful providence, and let her with watch-
ful mind keep guard over its mysteries, and let her show herself
beauteous and perfect by being ready to do good deeds, and in
nothing coming short of perfection. Let her bring up her chil-
dren in every good work little by little, and at all times cause



THE INCARNATION. ) 49

the idea of the Saviour’s Image to be conceived in the bowels
of their spiritual thoughts, in order that CHRIsT may be truly
formed in their hearts, as saith the Apostle Paul in his Epistle.
For such is the profit to be derived from all the festivals observed
by the Church ; and unless this is the result, all our labour will
be in vain, and in vain all the round whereby we commemorate
the life and actions of the Saviour. O Gopo, make us to be
blameless, that we may live in purity, in faith, and in a right
spirit, and that we may apprehend salvation by the eye of our
minds, close our sight against every earthly lust, and lift up our
eyes towards the high and heavenly kingdom, and there behold
Him, Who is clothed in a bodily garment hiding tl therewith Hls
dazzling ‘orm, “seated on the right hand of the A]mlghty, in-
visible to mortal ken. And as we have honoured this festival of
the Nativity with the voice of the [Church] services, so may we
sing to the Begotten in the mystical Sion. And now with an
equal praise we magnify the FaTaER, Son, and HoLy Grosr,
because He has saved His people in a wonderful way, and
redeemed us with a mighty arm.

(w) “We praise the Faruer, Son, and HoLy SpiriT, one
Essence, because He has saved those of earth by the birth of Jesus
Carist ; to Him be glory. And may this illustrious festival of
the Nativity be blessed, and Satan driven far off from the bap-
tized, and may the grace of the Adorable Spirit descend upon
us. To the erring author [of this hymn] stretch forth Thy
hand, O Lorp.”—From the Khimees, and appointed in the
Gezza fo be read on the Feast of the Holy Nativity.

§ 7. “In the Name of Gop the Most Merciful. The orthodox
creed of the Nestorians, drawn up by the undeserving Abd
Yeshua, Metropolitan of Nisibis and Armenia. Abd Yeshua,
Metropolitan of Nisibis and its dependencies, says: That the most
glorious and exalted Creator is the Existent, the Self-Existent,
the One, the Truth, the only One, Who is not susceptive of
plurality in any way, Whose Essence is eternal, the Wise, the
Living. Christians apply to Him, whose Essence is eternal, the
name of FarneR, because He is the Cause and Source, and the
Maker of all created beings, and pre-existent to them in Nature
and Essence. They apply to the Wise the name of Son, because
wisdom is begotten of the Essence of the Wise, without time
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[i.e., eternally] or separation, or diminution. They apply to
the Living the name of HoLy Grost, because He is the Living,
the Eternal, the very Spirit, the Holy. And this is what they
mean by the declaration, that Gop is Three Persons, One Es-
sence, One Goo. Unity is ascribed to Him because of the Unity of
His Essence,and Trinitybecause of His essential proprieties. And
they believe of CHrist that the eternal Word, Who is the Wis-
dom of the exalted Creator and called the Son, and Who is one
of the Three Persons, as we have stated, dwelt in the human
nature taken from the Virgin Mary, and united therewith.
Hence the name of CHR1sT has a double meaning with them, the
Divinity and the Humanity, and hence they say that CaHRIsT is
perfect Gop and perfect Man, One Lorp.

« Now union implies two or more things becoming one thing:
either by mixture and confusion as the union of water with
wine'5 by mingling, or of honey with vinegar in [the drink called]
sekinjebeen ; or by construction, as the union of wood with iron
in the manufacture of a door or a bed ; or_{a union] of the will
and affections, as saith the Scripture, ¢ the multitude of them
that believed were of one heart and one soul ;’ or of parsopeita
as the union of a sovereign with his lieutenant in what is com-
manded and in what is forbidden [i.e., the order of the one is
equivalent to the order of the other] ; or of connexion, as saith
the Scripture, ‘a man shall leave his father and mother and shall
cleave unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh ;” or of
attachment and regard, as the union between the word of Gop
and the written word [i.e., he who reveres the one reveres the
other].

“ Christians hold the doctrine of The Union in three different
ways. The Jacobites believe that the union was of the Person
and the Nature by mixture and confusion; so that the Eternal
Word and the human nature taken from Mary became One
Nature and one Person. The Melchites believe that the union
was of the Person and not of the Nature,—a union of construc-
tion and fabrication,—so that Gop the Word and the Man taken
from Mary became two Natures and One Person. The Nesto-
rians believe that the union was of anointment [the becoming
Cunrist] and filiation, of dominion and power,—a union of will,
design, affection, honour, and parsopeita,—so that the Eternal
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Word and the Man taken from Mary, two Natures, one eternal
and the other temporal, and two Persons, one Divine and the
other Human, became One SoN, One CHrist, in will, honour,
design, affection, reverence, and parsopeita.

“In answer to the Jacobites who hold that the Lorp Carisr
is one Nature and one Person, we say that this One must either
be Gop, [and if so] there is no humanity with Him, and thus
the declarations of Scripture which refer to Him are impugned ;
or This [one must be] Man, and thus the Divinity is destroyed,
and the sentences of the Gospel which declare His existence in
CHrisr are contradicted. But and if He is made up of both,
His two-fold nature [literally, His two-foldedness] is destroyed,
and He must be a third thing which is neither Gobp nor Man.
All which three conclusions are impious ; and the preamble also,
from which they are deduced, vig., their saying of Curist that
He subsists in one Nature and one Person, is an impiety and
gross error.

“In like manner the way of the Melchites, who say that in
Curisr there are two Natures and one Person, is erroneous;
because this statement of one Person is like the prekus state-
ment of one Nature, since if this one Person is the Divine
Person the humanity is abolished and destroyed, and if it be the
human Person, the Divinity is abolished, because the Person is
the first essence [or principle] which betokens the reality of the
existence of the general essence, as Aristotle has proved ; and if
this is compounded of two the two-foldedness is destroyed, and
the two essences are destroyed [or corrupted], and a third thing
results which is neither humanity nor Divinity, all which three
conclusions are impious. Now if the error of these two ways is
proved, the truth of the third, i.e. of the Nestorian, appears.
Gop confirm us therein, and aid us in that work which may
bring us nigh unto Himself.

“ Here endeth the creed; written by the hand of the author
in the early part of the month Rebiia el Awwel, A.n. 698.”
[a.p. 1298.]

§ 8. “Who can mentally conceive, or speak and declare with
his mouth, of that chaste, pure, holy, sanctified, unknown [by
man,] and unmarried one, ever Virgin, who was sanctified from
the womb, and chosen from the belly, to be an abode, dwelling-
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place, habitation, temple, resting-place, tower, palace, and throne,
for the ever living Gop! The mouths of men are insufficient to
praise the Mother of the Lorp of angels and of men. Those
in the body come short, nor can the spiritual ones attain unto it.
If she be so great and so exalted, how can vile lips declare her!
For, if they speak, they cannot add to her glory, and if they are
silent they cannot lessen it. Who believes that clay can adorn
pure gold, or that ashes can add beauty to the pear]? An un-
pleasant scent cannot add sweetness to the fragrance of exquisite
odour, neither can a rotten rag ornament a costly garment.
Such things as bitumen, pitch, and brimstone, do not enter into
the kingdom, nor are they suffered to come in contact with clean
vessels, neither are they brought before honourable persons.
What can I do, then, who am full of these things? What have
I to bestow upon her? Nothing that I possess can profit her.
I would not give, but I wish to receive, O Lorn. Grant to me,
therefore, that I may magnify Thy Mother before Thy Church
and before Thy people. Spit upon the blind eyes of my mind a
pure spittle from Thy life-giving mouth, that like Bartimzus, I
may be enlightened in Thee, receive light from Thee, and speak
through Thee. Thou who hast made me worthy to hear of her,
make me at the last to look upon the beauty of her countenance.
I know that I am vile, therefore I flee to Thy holiness. Give
me of Thy water, O fountain of life, that I may delight in Thee,
Thou Tree of life. Thou art the Fountain of life, and Thy Mo-
ther is a pure garden. The fruit which Eve did not see, Mary
bare and nourished. Eve died in her lust after it; but thereby
Mary received life herself, and imparted life to others. That
female thief [Eve] did not find this fruit; but the guarded and
sealed one found it in herself. Eve who did not guard herself
inherited a curse, and gave it as an inheritance to her children ;
but Mary who guarded her members freed herself and gave free-
dom to all. In infancy she learned how to walk between the
porch and the altar. Her eyes looked not upon a man, neither
did she listen to his words. Her lips did not utter fond words
either to boy or girl. She did not put forth her hand to re-
ceive, but it was ever stretched out to bestow. Her foot did
not go forth to the market-place, neither did it wander from the
house of her Lorp. Her pure person was clothed with a cloud
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of modesty and dignity. From without the angels kept her,
and from within her wisdom and discretion directed her.
Twenty-two psalms of David are appropriate to her. The 1st
declares her perfection and purity ; the 3rd, the persecutions
which she underwent ; the 4th, her quietness ; the 5th, the ma-
lice which was borne towards her ; the 15th, her righteousness;
the 16th, the guard which was kept over her ; the 17th, her in-
tegrity ; the 23rd, her good education ; the 26th, her watchful-
ness against slipping ; the 24th declares how the Lorp blessed
and supported her on the earth ; the 46th, how she became an
abode for the Lorp the Sanctifier of all ; the 48th also witnesses
that she became a temple for the Son of the Highest ; the 61st
typifies her retiredness, and the psalm following, her success ;
in the 87th, it is said that the Son of the Highest dwelt in her ;
and in the 9lst, that the angels kept watch over her body; in
the 101st, that through her alone He appeared to the world ;
and the large psalm on perfection, containing in its alphabetical
division the mystery of numerical perfection, is throughout ap-
plicable to Mary. Psalm 137th declares how she confessed
the Lorp with her mouth and mind; and Psalm 138th how
the right hand of the Lorp rested on her. If what is said in
these psalins was said of the righteous, yet they are included as
through her, and in her, and by her. This is she who was
never known of man ; she is the ground which the Lorp only
sowed. She is the door spoken of by the prophet Barbozi
[Ezekiel] by the word of the Lorp, which is shut, and which
none can enter but the Lorp only Who enters and goes out by
it. She is the sealed fountain from which the whole world have
quenched their thirst. She is the untouched treasure by which
all men have been enriched. This is she in whom Gop dwelt,
and from whom sprang the Son of Gop. This is she, the be-
gotten of Eve, through whom the curse of Eve is loosed. This
is she, the daughter of the earthly, who was saluted by the
prince of the spiritual ones. This is she who bare Him Who is
the Upholder of the height and depth, and in Whom both are
comprehended. This is she who in a natural way brought forth
a Gop-Man supernaturally. This is the Virgin from whom
aged matrons may learn all piety. This is the poor girl who
was reverently adored by kings. From her infancy she did not
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lust, and to her old age none lusted after her. Her infancy was
spotless, and her youth immaculate. Her purity was uncor-
rupted, and her disposition without disorder. Her heart was
full of fear, and her mind full of faith. Her mind believed on
the Lorp, and her body was guarded against men. She is the
eyry in whom the King of Eagles truly dwelt. No nail ever
lasciviously pinched her, and the spirit that walketh at noon-
day never accosted her. She ever abode with her Infant, and
after man she never walked. Her body was pure, and her mind
full of holiness. She was not luxurious in eating, nor intem-
perate in desire. She did not put on costly raiment, neither did
she pride herself in ornament. What she possessed was nething,
and the fear of the Lorp was ber teacher. The mourning of
Elijah was little compared to hers, and she was incomparably
more excellent than Daniel who hated lust. The furnace of
contrition did not burn in her, and the hunter of men did not
hunt for her body. She did not fall into his snare, neither did
she stumble through his wiles. Woe, woe, unto me! what
have I said ? Little indeed have I declared and spoken! She
who delivered our race, whom did she worship? She who loosed
our bands, who could bind her? She who became the Mother
of the Lorp, how could she become a nurse to the son of any
other? She who suckled Him Who nurtures all, who can say
that she is in need of any one? She who ran after her Son,
after whom else could she run? She whom angels ministered
unto, what were any earthly ones to her? She whose Son is
in the heaven of heavens, who says that any one is to be com-
pared to her? She whom the prophets praise, the apostles also
honour and glorify her. 'Who knows the praises which she is
truly worthy of! In her lifetime, men died, and I wonder
at this, In her death, men lived, end I wonder at this far
more. While living she was dead to the world, and in
her death she called the living and gave them life. The pro-
phets issued out of their graves, and the fathers came forth out
of the dust; the Apostles, of whom some were dead and others
were living and afar off, of these the dead arose, and those afar
off came to follow her, and worthily did they revere and praise
her as was most fit. Angels from above came, as they were
ordered, to do her honour, and the spiritual ones ministered
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unto her. The chiefs among the angels lauded her ; and the
powers strengthened her strength. The archangels spread out
clouds of light for her, and the dominions rejoiced over her.
The principalities delighted in her, and the thrones joined in her
praises. The seraphim declared her body blessed, and the
cherubim, when they beheld her enter their ranks, chanted
hallelujahs to her. The firmament and the expanse above wor-
shipped her, and the lightning and thunder magnified her, and
her Son. The rain and dew which nourish the seed that is
sown emulated her breasts; but she it was who nourished Him
Who is the Lorp of all seed. The morning stars worshipped
her, and the sun and moon bowed the head to her. The heavens
called her blessed, and the heaven of heavens joined in the beati-
tude. The Apostles bare her body, and the prophets and priests
‘followed her bier. Angels wove crowns for her, and the mouths
of fire extolled her. The sick and afflicted called upon her name
and were healed, and when she rested [died] her prayers were a
tower of help to all the distressed. The Jews, however, that
generation of vipers, wished to barn her body, and collected
heaps of fuel around the abode of the Virgin; but ere they
kindled it a fire issued therefrom and consumed them, so their
. priests and ecribes were burnt, as were also the sons of Aaron.
The hair of their chiefs was burnt, and their hanging locks were
singed. But the Virgin came forth, and fled away in a cloud,
and with her choirs of angels playing on their trumpets and
horns, saying: ¢ Blessed art thou, O Mary,’ and all joined in
this beatitude. ¢ Blessed art thou, O Virgin, who wert affianced
but never married, and never known of man. Blessed art thou,
O woman, who hadst a Son, and yet whose virginity was never
loosed by man. Blessed art thou, O mother, without a father,
and_to whose SoN no_.man was father. Blessed art thou,
O earth, from which was moulded the Lorp of Adam Who
dwelt in thee bodily. Blessed art thou, O unploughed gar-
den, in which no man cultivator ever entered. Blessed art
thou, O unsowed ground, which wast never sowed by the sower.
Blessed art thou, O wonderful tree, which broughtest forth a most
wonderful fruit. Blessed art thou, O wonderful bush, which
wast not burnt by the flame. Blessed art thou, since the rod of
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the son of Amram witnesseth of thy bosom that it is above all.
That rod bare almonds without being planted, and in like man-
ner in thy bosom, O Mary, a Man was brought forth. Blessed
art thou, since Isaiah praised thee, calling thee a Virgin, and
thy Son, Gop. Blessed art thou, O fleece which was seen by
Gideon, and through which fleece he learnt thy mystery. The
dew which descended thereon descended upon no other place,
and the rain which fell on every place did not let fall even a
drop upon her. Blessed art thou, O city placed on high, and
O dwelling-place for the Son of the Highest. Blessed art thou,
O heaven, which art of the earth, and which the waters that are
above the heavens envied. Blessed art thou, O bodily throne,
which wast envied by the throne of light, and on which exalted
throne the Invisible One was hid for a long time without appear-
ing unto men. Blessed art thou, since through thee salvation
from destruction has come to Adam and to his children. Blessed
art thou, since through thee the curses against women have been
removed. Blessed art thou, since through thee women cursed
of old are blessed. Blessed art thou, O Virgin, who didst attain
old age without losing thy virginity. Blessed art thou, O
Child-bearing Virgin, who didst bring forth without being un-
loosed or corrupted. Blessed art thou, O Mother, whose Son is
greater than Abraham His ancestor.” With words and praises
like these did the heavenly choirs magnify her. As to myself,
however, I have not spoken as they spoke, neither have I heard
as they heard ; but according to my ability my weak mouth has
declared her story,—the story of her who is full of holiness. I
myself am altogether vile, even as a fountain full of mire. Have
pity, have pity upon me, Thou Who art full of compassion !
Have pity on me, who have made known the story of Thy Mo-
ther. Forgive me, forgive me, Thou merciful One,—~me who
have offered to Thy Mother this sacrifice. Do thou bestow upon
the author of these few words far more at the wedding [i.e. in
heaven] of Thy super-excellent Mother. He has spoken imper-
{fectly, do Thou, in Thy mercy, perfect him to higher and nobler
tasks ; and may the Virgin’s prayers be a wall of defence to alk
the world which ever commemorates her festival with great re-
joicings. And to Thee, O Carist, with Thy FaraEr, and the
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Hovy Serrrr, be praise for ever and ever.”—From the Warda,
and appointed to be read on any of the festivals commemorative of
the Blessed Virgin.

See also Appendix B. Part ITI. ¢. iv.—vii.

REMARKS.

I have quoted thus largely under this article, because it com-
prises the chief doctrine for which the Nestorians are adjudged
to be heretical. What Nestorius himself believed, it boots not
to inquire, our object being to arrive at a clear knowledge of
what his so-called followers have held, and still hold, respecting
the Person of our Blessed Saviour.

That they believe Nestorius to have been orthodox on this
important article of faith, and are persuaded that they agree
therein with him, is perfectly plain from several passages in the
above extracts. But it is equally clearthat they may be as wrong
in one of these respects as they are in the other : for they may
not really hold what Nestorius held, notwithstanding their
assurance to the contrary. This assurance, however, leads
them to cherish a regard for his person corresponding with
their estimate of his merits both as a teacher of the truth, and
as a sufferer in its behalf. Yet this regard has not exceeded
the reverence in which they hold Athanasius, Chrysostom, and
other famous saints of the Church. His name, it is true,
is frequently mentioned in their rituals, as is also that of
Theodorus ; but neither is specially canonized,'6 and both are
commemorated on the same festival, styled the ¢ festival of the
Greek Doctors,” in the service for which most of the eminent
fathers of the primitive Church are recorded. And although
their reputed followers do not scruple to confess themselves
Nestorians, still if the term is applied to them by way of re-
proach, as if they had left Carist to follow a mere man, they
are ever ready to resent the imputation, and to vindicate them-
selves by denying that they are Nestorians in any such accepta-
tion of the term. The apology of Mar Abd Yeshua conveys
their sentiments on this head most fully: ¢ The Easterns, how-
ever, who never changed their faith, but kept it as they received
it from the Apostles, were unjustly styled ¢Nestorians,” since
Nestorius was not their Patriarch, neither did they understand
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his language ; but when they heard that he taught the doctrine
of the two Natures and two Persons, one Son of Gob, one
CHrist, and that he confessed the orthodox faith, they bore
witness to him, because they themselves held the same faith.
Nestorius, then, followed them, and not they him, and that more
especially in the matter of the appellation ¢ Mother of Gop.’
Therefore when called upon to excommunicate him they refused,
maintaining that their excommunication of Nestorius would be
equivalent to their excommunication of the Sacred Scriptures
from which they received what they professed, and for which
they are censured together with Nestorius.”

The decrees of the Council of Ephesus they do not, of course,
receive, but whether this arises from any essential difference in
the faith as held by them, or from a misapprehension of the terms
in which those decrees were expressed,!? it remains for com-
petent authority to determine after full examination had of the
doctrines contained in their rituals. It is worthy of note, how-
ever, that although the Gezza, as quoted in § 5 denounces the
Chalcedonians, Mar_Abd Yeshua considers_the decrees of that
synod orthodox and valid, and that the doctrine of the One
Person in our Blessed Lonp was declared because the Greek
language had not a word to convey the idea which they express
by Parsopa. Speaking of Chalcedon he says: This___Juu-jl
confirmed the confession that there are two Natures in Carisr,
distinct in the attributes of each, and also two wills, and anathe-
matized all who should speak of mixture which destroys the two
Natures. But because in Greek there is no difference between
the meaning of the word Person and Parsopa, they confessed
but one Person in CHRist.” Besides this testimony to the
council of Chalcedon there are several extracts from its decrees
embodied in the various synodal collections in use among the
Nestorians.

Further, the Divinity and Humanity of Car1sT are most fully
declared in the extracts above adduced; no language, indeed,
could convey these truths more explicitly. What, for example,
can be clearer on this point than the clause in § 1. “ One is
the MEessiam adored by all in two Natures, Who, as touching
His Godhead is begotten of the FATHER, without beginning,
and before all ages; and, as touching His Manhood, was born
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of Mary, in the fulfilment of time, a body of union.”’® And,
again, in § 4. “He Who is, by His Self-existence, perfect
Gop, the Word, abounded in His compassion for our frailty, and
took upon Him our similitude to be an abode for His Divinity,
raised and nailed it to the Cross, and yielded it up unto death,
thereby to give us life, then raised it again, and seated it in the
heavens, far above the highest dominions and powers.” And,
once more, in § 6. e. “ Behold Him, Who is clothed with light
wrapped in swaddling bands ; what a mystery is here! No less
wonderful is it that He Who is seated on the throne of heaven
should have been laid in a manger! The Ancient of times became
a Son of Mary in the latter times, and appeared as the FATHER,
Lorp, and Master, of the sons of Adam.”

In these passages the Only-begotten, Who appearedin the
flesh, and Who is called “ the So~ of Gob,” is exhibited,!8 not as
a Being distinct from the One Supreme Gob, or as a companion,
attribute, reflection, or emanation of Divinity ; but as the Very
and Only Gob, as incapable of being separate in essence from the
FATHER, as it is impossible that reason should Je separate from
" the mind, or, to use the scriptural simile adduced by Mar Abd
Yeshua in his chapter on the Trinity, as that the bright shining
of the sun should be separate from the sun itself. His words
are these: “ As the reasonable soul has a threefold emergy,
mind, word, and life, and is one and not three; even so should
we conceive of the THREE IN ONE, and oNE IN THRER. The
sun, also, which is one in its disk, radiance, and heat, is another
simile adduced by the second Theologus Paul, the chosen ves-
sel:—¢He is the brightness of His glory, and the Express
Image of His Person ;’ and, again: ¢ CaRIsT the power of Gop,
and the wisdom of Gop,””” The Sonship of the Son is a pro-
prietyt of the One Infinite Indivisible Essence,!® and is called &

* Or, ‘a united body.” This term frequently occurs in Nestorian theology,
and is designed to express that body which the Son of Gop took, and in which
His Divinity and Humanity were conjoined or united.

+ I have used this word propriely,® in order to express the meaning of the
Syriac deeleita, which literally signifies a ¢hing or attribute belonging to some one.
The term in the original is doubtless derived from the possessive case of the third
personal pronoun, viz. His, and designates that which the Latins signify by
proprium, as when they say, *‘ Proprium est Spiritui Sancto procedere.” Thus
the deeleita, (or as 1 have taken the liberty to write,) the propriely of the
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“ Person ” to distinguish it from every thing else which it is
not, and which it cannot be, for there is no other thing like it,
and all comparisons used to express it are therefore necessarily
defective. On this subject also the language of the author just
quoted is remarkably plain : ¢ The Self-existent can in no wise
be susceptible of accidents. The three proprieties in the Divinity
must be essential, and are on tbis account called Persons, and
not accidental powers, and do not cause any change or plurality
in the essence of the Self-existent; for He is the Mind, the
Same He, [or, as in the original, He He,] is the Wisdom, the
Same He is the Life, Who ever begets without cessation, [i.e.
there was no time in which He did not beget the Son,] and puts
forth, [i.e. makes to proceed,] without distance, [i.e. without re-
moval from Himself.”]

Should any further testimony be required in order to estab-
lish the perfect unity of the Son with the FaTHER, as held by
the Nestorians, it is supplied by the following clause in § 6. c.
“The spiritual essences, those who dwell in the regions of the
Spirit, were enraptured, and the earthly, such as were alive,
and such as were in the grave, rejoiced, saying : ‘ He is One
to all generations ;’ ” and, again, in par. o. “ Whilst these shep-
herds were engaged round about the manger, the angels in
heaven were singing praises unto Him ;”” which declaration is
equivalent to saying, that He Who was worshipped in the man-
ger at Bethlehem was the same Who was being praised by the
hosts above, and is of like import with our Blessed Lorp’s own

FarrER is Fatherhood, the propriety of the Son is Sonship, or Filiation, and
the propriety of the Hory SpirIT is Procession.

The above remarks are illustrated by a doxology contained in the Gezza, and
appointed to be read in the service for the Epiphany : ¢‘ Come, my beloved, and

let us together ascribe triple glory unto Him whose from everlasting are LAudao

Kianayétha, LAY deelaydtha, and |30 maranayétha. [By] Kianaydtha
[we understand] eternity and creation, which are His Who is the Cause of all-
[By] deelaydtha, which are also truly His, [we understand] Paternity, Filia-
tion, and Procession. [By] maranaydtha, which are also undoubtedly His,
[we understand] immutability, ivcomprehensibility, and infinity.”

The term ** essential attribute ”’ might have been used to express the Syriac
deeleita ; but the word ‘* attribute ’’ being also used to designate other properties
of Gop immeasurably distinct from this peculiar thing, would have been some-
what equivocal ; so I chose to adopt another less liable to be misunderstood.
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words : “No man hath ascended up to heaven, but He that
came down from heaven, even the Son of Man which is in
heaven.”

It is proper to note, however, that § 6. o. begins with the
words }a000 a2y the Inwisible or Hidden Will, applied to the
Son of Gop. Exception might justly be made against this ap-
pellative, which is of frequent occurrence in the Nestorian
rituals, did it stand alone, for alone it seems to teach that not
Gop the Word, but the Will of Gob, as an attribute or property
of the Godhead, was that which became incarnate. The term
is hardly a safe one, but the following extract from a hymn in
the Khdmees, and appointed to be read on the Feast of the
Ascension, is sufficient to show that the Nestorians hold no such
heresy, but use the appellative when speaking of the second
Person of the glorious TRINITY in the same sense as in Scripture
the name, “ Word of Gop ”’ is applied to Him.—* The Invisi-
ble Will has returned to His own, and has ascended up to the
heaven of heavens. The gates of the sky were opened unto
Him, and the planets were confounded in their courses. . . . .
The Son of the Essence of the glorious FATHER has ascended.”
In this quotation, the titles “ Invisible Will,”” and the “ Son of
the Essence of the glorious FATHER,” are evidently cognate or
commutable terms denoting the second Person incarnate, and
not a mere attribute of the Divinity. There is also a coinci-
dence between the extract just quoted and that referred to in
§ 6. 0., which clearly shows that the two appellatives refer to
the Person of the Son. The latter begins with jacas ‘-éﬁ
Aua  «the Invisible Will descended,” and the former wit
Jacno ey oBAIN kS «the Invisible Will returned to His
own.” And the Warda,in a poem on “the man who went
down from Jerusalem to Jericho,” has the following clear decla-
ration bearing on the same subject: “ If the FATHER was in
Him, and He in the FATHER, who can draw a distinction between
Him and the FATHER, but such as deny the FaTrer, and have
Satan for their teacher

The doctrine of the perfect humanity of the Son is so firmly
held by the Nestorians, that if they are in error, it arises from
their steadfast resolution to hold this truth whole and undefiled.
His immaculate conception by the HoLy Gmost of the Virgin
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Mary is too plainly taught in the above extracts to need any
comment. The author of the Khdmees, as quoted in § 6. .
goes so far as to say that ¢ He was borne in the womb accord-
ing to the laws and peculiarities of nature, and was brought
forth by His mother through the . . . . pangs of labour ;”’* and
the condemnation contained in § 5. is directed against the dif-
ferent heresies which, in their estimation, go to destroy the per-
fect humanity of the Saviour. He was everything, say they,
that man is, sin only excepted, and therefore, they add, He
must have a Person as man has, otherwise He would be man
imperfectly. Every nature must have a person_in order to sub-
sist, and without which it cannot subsist ; so argues Mar Abd
Yeshua after Aristotle, “gince the Person is the first essence or
principle which betokens the reality of the existence of the
general essence.” And the same author in Appendix B. part
iil. c. b, reasons thus :  The Divine Nature and Person,?! before
and after the union, is an ®tternal, uncompounded Spirit. But
the human nature and person is a temporal and compounnd body.
Now, if the union destroys the attributes which distinguish the
Natures and Persons in CHrisT, either the one or the other of
these becomes a nonentity, or they become a thing which is
neither Gop nor man. But if the union does not destroy the
attributes which distinguish the Natures and Persons in Curisr,
then CrRIST must exist in two Natures, and two Persons, which
are united in the Parsopai of Filiation.” This human Person,
however, was #o intimately, and after a manner so incomprehen-

* The idea conveyed in the latter part of this quotation is contradicted by
many eminent Nestorian writers, and especially by Yobanan bar Zoobi.

+ They support this by Heb. ii. 24 : *‘ Forasmuch then as the children are
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself took part of the same;’’ and
verse 17 : ¢ Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His
brethren.””

1 This term,? peculiar to Nestorian theology, and the derivation of which is
doubtful, though usually derived from wpéowwoy, is often understood to signify
“ aspect,’”’ or * appearance ;’’ but such a rendering is far from expressing the
idea which their writers thereby design to convey. The unutterable manner in
which the Son is ¢f the FaTaxr, and therefore in a certain semse, distinct
from the First Person of the TRiNITY, though ever One with Him, and whick
manner of being of they express, as we have already shown, by the word
deeleita, appears to supply & clue to the ides which they intend by the term
Parsops. They wanted a word to express distinctly that Person of the TriNiTY,
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sible, joined to the Divine Person in the Parsopa of the Word,
that what the Humanity did, that the Divinity did, and yet in no
such way or sense as that we should be necessitated to ascribe

‘Who is the Sox and not the FaTnzr, and not the Horxy Sprmir, Which
Person and no other, took man’s nature, and this they called Parsopa.

The following creed drawn up by Yohanan bar Zoobi, an ancient eminent
writer among the Nestorians, throws some light on this difficult subject :—* I
believe in Gop, Who is the everlasting, self-existent, subsisting in three
Persons, FATHER, Sow, and HoLy Gaost. The Fategr 18 Fataer from
dternity ; the Son is the Begotten from eternity ; and the SpiriT from eternity
is Proceeding.—Ome Essence co-equal in its self-existence. These are united
and not distinguishable in Essence or'in their Persons; but the Persons are
distinguishable the One from the other by their names and proprieties. There is
no distinction in Essence, because the Essence is One, neither is there any dis-
tinction by or through the Persons because of infinity ; since if you would dis-
tinguish the Person of the FaTaER in order afterwards to adduce the Person of
the Son, where will you find a place for it 2 And if there is no place which caa
contain the Persons of the FaTuzR and the SoN, where will you place the Hory
SpiniT in order to distinguish It? Whereas myriads of worlds like ours would
not suffice to contain One Person of the Self-Existent. The Fatuxm is Gon
and an Essence because of His Person. The Sox also is Gop, and an
Essence because of His Person. And in like manner, the Hory Ggosrt
is Gop and an Essence because of His Person. By this name of ‘ Gop ’ and
¢ Essence,’ each is all and the whole, and they are not three Essences or three
Gops. Hence they are not distinguishable in Essence or Person;® but by the

rieties and the names of the. “the Parsopas. “The propriety of the Faraza is that

He is_Begetter and not Begotien, the Cause, and, Paternity, which desota .the
name of His Person, The propriely of the Sox_is that He is Begotten and not
Begetw'. Fxlmtlon, and the Being caused, whwh _dcnote the name of His Persop.
The pripriely of the Hoix Guosw is thet Ha is neither Begettar.nor Begotten,
but Caused and Proceeding, which denete the mame of His Person. The
FatnEs is FATHER, and not the Son or the HoLy SPlll'l', and is distinguished
from the Son and the HoLy SpimiT by the parsopa of Fatherhood. The
Sox, also, is SoN, and not the FATBER or the SeiriT, and is distinguished from
the Faruzr and the Spirir by the parsopa of Filiation. The Hovry Srialr is
the Spir1T, and not the Sox or the FaTuxr, and is distinguished from the Sox
and the FaTrER, by the parsopa of Procession. There is no distinction between
the Persous in the propriefy of the Essence, for they aré co-Equalth the essential
propricly general (to the Three Persons.]) The propriety of the gene_rll Essence
is spirit, eternity, nature, Dlnmty, Sovereignty, ]udgment autlxonty, mﬁmt],
creatfon, immortality, and so forth. The proprieties of the Persons, however, are
those which are peculiar or proper to each of them. The proprieties of the Essence
are general to all the Three Persons, and the equality subsisting in the Essence is
of these proprieties of that Essence ; so that the FATHER is not before the Sow,
nor the SoN before the HoLy GuosT ; neither is the FATHER greater than
the Sox, nor the Son greater than the Hory Guosr. Let Arius and Sabellius,
therefore, be confounded. A notion of priority, however, may arise in the pro-
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to the Gophead any of the frailties of the Manhood. The im-
passibility of the Divinity is a truth acknowledged by all, nor
does it appear to me that the Nestorians, by their theological
system, make the mysterious fact one whit plainer, that the
Word, Who is very Gobp of very Gop, was born of Mary, suffered,
died, was buried, rose again from the dead, ascended into heaven,
from whence He shall come at the end of the world to judge the
quick and the dead. The Parsopa does indeed indicate the Sonx
as distinct from the FarHER, that is, that it was the Son and

prieties of the Persons, because we say that tie FATHER is the Cause, and the Sonx
and HoLy GHosT Caused ; as also from our enumerating the Sox and Seirir
after the FATHER. But whoever thus thinks is in error ; for when it is said of
the FaTaer that He is the Cause it is meant that He is the Cause of the
proprieties of the Parsopas and not the Cause of the Persons. for otherwise co-
equality would be destroyed. Moreover the ¢ numbering of the FATHER, SoN, and
Hory GrosT does not beget priority or inferiority in the Persons, for it is the
orderly enumeration of the proprieties of the Parsopas ; and the Holy TriniTY
is not a subject of numbers, for numbers we ascribe to things tangible, and
everything that is the subject of numbers is subject also to place, time, and limit.
But the Holy TrinITY is without time or place. In numbering, the second
follows the first, and the fourth the third ; but in the Adorable TriNITY the
Second does not come after the First, nor the Third after the Second ; but [we
say] One FaTHER, One Sown, One SeiriT, indivisible Three Persons, One
Essence—Obpe Essence, Three Persons.””

From the above it would seem that by the ¢ Parsopa of Filiation,’ the Nes-
torians mean that Person of the Blessed TriNiTY, Who through the Infinite
Essence is the Son, in His special office of Son, and for which our theology
supplies no equivalent term. The nearest approach to it with us is when
we ascribe, often in a very lax way, different offices to the Three Persons
of the TRINITY in the universal Providence. As, e.g. when we say that Crea-
tion is the peculiar office of the FATHER, Redemption of the Son, and Sanctifi-
cation of the HoLy GrosT. The Nestorians would not ascribe these distinctions
to the Persons of the Godhead, which being infinite, may not be distinguished,
bat to the Parsopas of the Three Persons of Which the Self-Existent is the
Cause, but which nevertheless are eternal, since the Son is the Begotten from
eternity ; and the HoLy GHosT is Proceeding from eternity ; and infinite, also,
through the proprieties of the Persons appertaining to each, and through which
all partake of the same One Divine Essence, and are One in It.

These efforts to interpret the majestic declarations of Holy Writ, I hesitate to
denounce as vain and curious, or to judge as rash and erroneous, since they bear
the impress of deep reflection and devout reverence, and may eventually be
found to be in accordance with Catholic truth; still the more one pursues such
inquiries the more he finds cause of being thankful for the comparatively simple
creed which the primitive Cburch has bequeathed unto us as a sacred deposit,
and perpetual gift.



THE INCARNATION. 65

not the Faraer Who thus became Man ; but this Parsopa they
admit to be the second Person of the Glorious TRiNITY, in and
by that Person equal with the Faraer and the Hory Gmosr,
and One in every way with the Infinite Self-Existent ; and in
and by His Parsopa likewise pot less than the other Two Persons
of the TriNiTY in all the essential attributes of the Godhead,
(though distinct through it) but ever One with the Faraes and
the HoLy Grosr “in dominion and power, will, design, affec-
tion, honour and Parsopa,” as Mar Abd Yeshua declares in his
creed given in § 7.

The frequent occurrence, however, of the words temple,”
“abode,” and * tabernacle,” as applied in the Nestorian rituals
to the body of our blessed SaviouRr, seems at first sight to convey
the idea that the Only-begotten selected some particular man, and
then dwelt in Him, which interpretation in no way answers to
the force of the seriptural declaration ¢ the Word was made flesh.”
But a passage in § 3 contradicts such an opinion. “ When the
angel assured the Virgin that her wonderful conception should
be of the operation of the HoLy Guost, she believed that what
bad been announced to her would take place ; and forthwith the
‘Word made for Himself a reasonable abode, and made it His
temple. Not that He first formed it, and afterwards dwelt in
it; for He wove a temple to clothe Himself withal, and clothed
Himself therewith whex He wove it, that this His clothing might
not be any other than the clothing of the Word, which He wrought
Sfor Himself,”—that is, “ He hecame what He was. not. hefore,
He took into Hijs own Jnfinite Essence man’s nature itself, in all
its orlgmnl faluess, creati eating a body and soul, and, at the moment
of creation, making them His own, so that they were never other
than His, never existed by themselves or except as in Him, being
properties or attributes of Him (to use defective words) as really
as His Divine goodness, or His Eternal Sonship, or His perfect
likeness to the FaTaer. And whilst thus adding a new nature
to Himself, He did not in any respect cease to be what He was
before. How was that possible? All the while He was on
earth, when He was conceived, when He was born, when He
was tempted, on the croes, in the grave, and now at the right
hand of Gop,—all the time through He was the Eternal and

VOL. 1L F
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Unchangeable Word, the Son of Gop.”* That the Nestorians
thus believe 2 of the Second Person of the Glorious Trinity made
man is clear from § 6, par. c. “The Begotten, the Highest,
the Ancient of Days, Who has set us free, drew milk from the
breast as do sucklings and infants, was bound in swaddling:
clothes, and was placed in a manger like a child of the poor and"
needy, although He is verily and indeed the King of kings to
Whom the highest worship is due.” And, again, in par. m.
“David says of Him, that ‘ His throne shall stand as the sun,
and shall endure as the moon to order and to establish-all-
things ;’ that is, by His manifested Divinity, and by the life and
wisdom of His Humanity; for in the motions of Himself He
comprehends all the angels in the highest, and in the members
of His body He comprehends man who is on the earth, thereby
fulfilling, as in a rational way, that the two worlds are, by the
power of His Spirit, but one body, and He is that very One Who
through these sees the things which we cannot see. He is the
very One Who makes all visible creatures to subsist, Who tries.
and judges them. Before the Union these offices belonged to
the Person of the Divinity ; afterwards it was given to the
Person of the Humanity. And since all these things are ful-
filled in this Begotten One, He is therefore Man and Lorb,
most truly, certainly, and beyond all doubt.” And, again, in
par. e. “Behold Him, Who is clothed with light, wrapped in
swaddling bands ; what a mystery is here! No less wonderful
is it that He Who is seated on the throne of heaven should have
been laid in a manger! The Ancient of times became a Son
of Mary in the latter time, and appeared as the Faruer, Lorbp,
and Master of the sons of Adam.”

But, forther; any notion of duality on account of their.
confession of two Persons in our blessed Lorp is repudiated in
the strongest language by the Nestorians, not only by the addi-
tion of the “ One Parsopa,” but also by their reiterated declara-
tions. Thus in § 8 we read, “there is plurality in the Natures,
but these subsist in One, their proprieties subsisting in One Par-
sopa of Filiation.” Again in § 6, c. “ The spiritual essences
who dwell in the regions of the Spirit were enraptured; and the

* Newman’s Parochial Sermons, Vol. I11., Serm. 12.
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earthly, such as were alive, and such as were in the grave, re-
Joiced, saying: ¢ He is One to all generations.’”’” And, aguin,
in par.d. “From these things let us rest assured that the
Mgzssiar is One in two Natures and two Persons subsisting in
One Parsopa of Filiation, since the Natures did not commiungle ;
and in like manner we believe of the Persons. The Son of the
Faraer clothed Himself with Him of Mary, and was conceived
in the womb. But let no man filch a word from this, and wil-
fully pervert it by specions philosophy so as to conclude that
there are two Sons. For there is one Son only, not a So~x and
a So~ making two; but One Son, we repeat, as is most proper
to maintain.”

That the Nestorians believe the incarnation of the 8on of
Gop, and the union of the Divine and human Natures in Him,
to be an.incomprehensible mystery, the extracts adduced under
this article most fully testify. What, for example, can be clearer
on this poiut than the following clause from § 8? * The de-
acent of the Word is inexplicable, and is beyond the examination
of all inquirers, and the Union so exalted, that no words can
express it.” And, again, in § 6, par. L “ Hitherto the law of
nature was in force, but in the appearance of the Savioux from
a Virgin, the law of birth from [conjugal] union was abrogated,
and the mind that would comprehend how this was must lose
itself in the inquiry.” See also par. &, passim.

That the Nestorians further believe the union of the Divine
and Human natares in the Person, or Parsopa of the SoN to be
indissoluble is equally plain. Thusin § 1 we read, « Therefore,
O Lorp, we worship Thy Divinity and Thy Humanity without
dividing them ; for the power of the Farmer, Son, and HoLy
GHost, is one, the sovereignty is one, and the will is one.”
And in § 6, par. s. “ The life-giving SpraIT was the agent in
His pure conception, and gave a body and members to the
Infant by the power of Gob, and joined it to Him in one inimit-
able parsopal dignity, not to be changed for ever and ever.”
And again in par.v. “O Lorp, make us blameless, that we
may live in purity, in faith, and in a right spirit, and that we
may apprehend salvation by the eye of our minds, close our sight
against every earthly lust, aud lift up our eyes towards the high
and heavenly kingdom, and there behold Him, Who is clothed

F2
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in a bodily garment hiding therewith His dazzling form, seated
on the right hand of the ALM16HTY, invisible to mortal ken.”

It appears, therefore, that the Nestorians adopted the symbol
of two Persons and One Parsopa, in order to point out the par-
ticular Person of the Holy Trinity Who became Man, and at
the same time to maintain the doctrine of the impassibility of
Gop, which they believed to be impugned by the Monophysite
doctrine of one Nature and one Person in our Blessed Lorp.
Whether they have succeeded in this design, or made the truth
plainer than it is in the Catholic confession of two Natures and
One Person is, to say the least, very doubtful ; but whether they
hereby deny or controvert the teaching of the Chureh, it is for
the Church to determine. The same object, doubtless, has led
them, in discoursing of His works, to distinguish between the
Carist Who livedjon earth and the Sox of Gop Most High, an
example of which is given in the beautiful hymn contained in § 5,
and which,amidst the numerous alterations made by the Chaldeans
in the Nestorian rituals, has been allowed to remain, and is still
used by them in'lits original form. Many of our own orthodox
theologians frequently adopt, as a matter of necessity, the same
style of speaking and writing when treating of the Divine and Hu-
man Natures in CaRri1st; and the Nestorians base the propriety
of so distinguishing between them on such passages of the Scrip-
ture as the following.—* And Jesus increased in wisdom and
in stature, and in favour with Gop and man.” ¢ Jesus, a Man
approved among you by miracles, and wonders, and signs, which
Gop did by Him in the midst of you.” ¢ There is One Gop,
and one Mediator between Gop and man, the Man Caris?
Jesus.” ¢ The head of every man is Crnis?; and the head of
the woman is the man; and the head of CaRIsT is Gop.”
“This Jesus Whom ye crucified, Gop has made Him Lonp
and Crrist.’ See Appendix B. Part iii. c. v.

But another cause, which I conceive to have inflaenced the
Nestorians to adopt the confession of two Persons in Curisr,
is referable to the Syriac rendering of several passages in the
New Testament. Thus, for example, the passage in 8. John v.
26. “For as the Farrer hath life in Himself, so He hath
given to the Son to have life in Himself,” reads thus in the
Syriac version: ® For as the Farmer hath life in His Person
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[aknooma,] so hath He given to the Son to have life in His Per-
son ” [aknooma.] If, say they, it is maintained, that the Faraer
gave life to the Person of the Sov, i.e. the Divine Person, this
is an error, since in His Divine Person He is equally Lorp of
life with the FATHER from everlasting ; therefore, they conclude,
it was given to the human Person of the SoN. And this inter-
pretation they support by the verse following: “and hath
given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the
Son of Man.”

The third verse of the first chapter of Hebrews, which is
rendered as follows in the Syriac, is also adduced to the same
end : “ Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express
image of His essence, and upholding all things by the word of
His power, when He had by His Person purged our sins,”* &e.
The argument from this passage is, that the Person here men-
tioned must be that of the human nature, since the Divine Per-
son is impassible. Nevertheless, as we have seen, they do not
separate the Divinity from the humanity, but believe them to be
united indissolubly for ever and ever.

It now remains that something should be said on the rejec-
tion by the Nestorians of the title fecroxos. It is not to be
doubted that however much the design has been forgotten,
this appellative was originally meant not to exalt the person
of the Blessed Virgin, but to declare the truth of Cmmisr’s
Divinity and Humanity, and with this object, I conceive
the council of Ephesus adopted it. Even the learned Lu-
theran divine Doctor Mosheim calls the title “a trite and
innocent term,”t and our own Nelson, rightly apprehending its
true import, sanctions and approves of it. His answer to the
query, “ Why is the blessed virgin Mary styled the mother of
Gob ?” is as follows : “ Because the second Person in the blessed
Trinity, the Son of Gop, by virtue of an eternal generation,

* The Nestorians in their rituals frequently use the term aiwooma, which in
these passages of the Syriac is used, to express the ¢ Himself *’ of the English
version. Thus in the service appointed in the KAudAra for Good Friday we
read: ¢ Carist, Who by the sacrifice of Himself [His aknooma] has saved us,
have pity upon His Church redeemed through His cross.”” According to their
theology the Human Person of the Saviour which was joined to the Divine
Person in the Parsopa of the Word is here meant,

1 Ecclesiastical History, Cent. V., c. v. § 9.
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vouchsafed to descend from heaven, and to stoop so low as to
enter into the womb of the virgin ; where being united to our
nature, which was formed and conceived there, He submitted to
a second generation according to the flesh. So that this Sowx
of Gop was truly the Sox of the virgin, and consequently, she
that brought forth the man was really the mother of Gop, and
by her cousin Elizabeth she is styled the mother of her Lorp ;
which word, Lorb, was accounted equivalent to the word Gon.””*
But the Nestorians rendered, so to speak, immeasurably more
jealous of the doctrine of Gop’s impassibility by the Eutychian
heresies which, by confounding the human and Divine Natures,
seemed to lead to the monstrous conclusion that the Godhead
suffered, shrunk from the use of a term which savoured of the
very essence of Monophysitism, and finding no authority for it
in the Sacred Scriptures they rejected it, as they do at this day.
Their reasons for so doing are given seriatim in Appendix B.
Part iil. c. vi., each and all of which tend to confirm what has
been suggested, that an innate horror of Eatychianism led them
to denounce the title as verging on blasphemy. They flattered
themselves, perhaps, that by adopting the confession of two
Natures, two Persons one Parsopa, they avoided the semblance
of ascribing passibility to Gop, and fortified their theology
against so gross an error far better than it could be secured by
the Catholic doctrine of two Natures and one Person, whereas,
so far as I may judge, they can, agreeably with its teaching,
apply the title of desroxos to the Virgin Mary, in the true Catholic
sense, as consistently as Nelson could.

The quotation given in § 8 affords decisive proof that in reject-
ing the appellative “ Mother of Gop,” the Nestorians do not
intend to detract aught from the blessedness of the Virgin Mary.
On the contrary, the whole tenour of the poem, and there are
many of like import in their rituals, goes to substantiate the
fact, that if they have erred in this respect, the errer lies in
their tendency to Mariolatry, of which they can hardly be pro-
nounced innocent by the most lenient judgment. However, not
to enlarge on this point, which will be treated of more fully
hereafter, it is clear from several passages in the extract referred

* Festivals and Fasts of the Church of England. Art. ¢ the Annunciation of
the Blessed Virgin.”
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to, that the Nestorians do not believe the Virgin Mother to have
brought forth a mere man. She is therein styled “the abode
and temple of the ever-living Gop ;” “ this is she in whom Gop
dwelt, and from whom sprang the Son of Gob ;” *this is she
who bare Him Who is the upholder of the height and depth,
and in Whom both are comprehended; this is she who in a
natural way brought forth a God-man supernaturally ; “ Blessed
art thou since Isaiah praised thee, calling thee a Virgin, and thy
Son, Gon.” And if any further testimony is required it is
supplied by a passage in the Gezza appointed to be read on the
festival of the Nativity, where the following, among other
reasons, is given why Mary continued a virgin after the birth of
the Saviour,—“The fourth reason was in order that Mary
might prove that she did not bring forth a mere man; but that
she brought forth the CHmisrt, as it is written, Whose power
kept her, so that her virginity was not lost.”

The design of the Incarnation of our Blessed Saviour, which
is the subject of the latter clause in the Article at the head of
this chapter, is so clearly and so fully declared in the extracts
adduced, that no explanatory remarks seem called for, more
especially as the doctrine of the Atonement will come under con-
sideration in the sequel.
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CHAPTER VIL

OF THE GOING DOWN OF CHRIST INTO HELL.

¢ As Canist died for us, and was buried, so also it is to be believed, that He
went down into Hell.”’—Article I11.

§ 1. “ O Trovu Living one Who descendedst to the abode of the
dead, and preachedst a good hope to the souls which were detained
in sheol, we pray Thee, O Lorp, to have mercy upon us.” From
a litany appointed in the Khudhbra for Easter Eve.

§ 2. “He was laid in the grave and guarded in vain. He
remained three days in sheol, then arose and shook its founda-
tions.” From a psalm appointed to be read on the same Eve.

In the same service, Ps. v., vi., vii., and lxxxviii., are applied
to the descent of Carisr into hell.

§ 8. “Blessed is the King Who descended into sheol, and
hath raised us up, and Who by His resurrection hath given the
promise of regeneration to the human race.” From a canon in
the Khudhra appointed for Easter day.

§ 4. “Let us give thanks to our King and Savioun Who
came in His love to renew all men. . ... Who after His death
descended into sheol, where for the space of three days He over-
came the wicked one, cast him down, put him far off, and took
possession of his kingdom. Who came forth from among the
dead as a Giant, and led out thence the captivity of His people
who were imprisoned in the pits of skeol, and were the food of
death.” From a psalm in the Khudhra appointed for Easter day.

REMARKS,

According to the Nestorian theology death passed upon all
men, before the Saviour offered up His atoning sacrifice, be-
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cause of the transgression of Adam, the federal head of the
human race. By death, however, they do not appesr to mean
the bare separation of the soul from the body; but a certain
power also which Satan was permitted to exercise over the
after-condition of such as died. These were retained in sheol, or
as 8. Peter affirms év puAaxj, a place of safe keeping, until the
Saviour had satisfied the offended law of Gop, and expiated
man’s guilt upon the cross. Afterwards He went down into the
place of departed spirits to preach the gospel of the Atonement,
and released the souls of the righteous which were detained
there, rescued the captives of death and the grave, and placed
them in Paradise, that place of “many mansions,” where they
rest in peace, joyfully awaiting the time of their resurrection
and perfection in eternal glory. Hence they appear to believe
that under the old dispensation death prevailed over all men in
a way in which it does not prevail over the justified since the
offering up of the all-atoning sacrifice, i.e., that death was then,
in a certain sense, more penal than it is now,—that then all
died, as it is declared of Abraham and all the Fathers before the
death of CaRrisT, and went to a place from which Christians who
do not die but “fall asleep,” “sleep,” and  rest,”* are ex-
empted. Consequently they understand the words of our Loap,
“] am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in Me
though he were dead yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and
believeth in Me shall never die,”” to mean that those who believed
on Him before He had finished the work of redemption died
after a manner in which those do not die who depart this life in
the faith of His glorious Atonement; and from this, they say,
we can understand what the Saviour declared of John the
Baptist, when He said:  Among them that are born of women
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist ; notwith-
standing Ae that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”

The following from the Kkudhra, appointed for the Easter
service, throws additional light on the extracts already quoted.
“ Adam in the beginning trampled upon the law at the sug-
gestion of the wicked one, who thereupon claimed the recom-
pense of unrighteousness from the child Adam in Paradise.

* See Acts vil. 60; 1 Thess. iv. 14; Heb. iv. 1—11; Rev. xiv. 13.
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Adam gave him his body in pledge, which death seized upon,
took into sheol, and then made it the food of noisome insects.
He was cast into sheol devoid of all help, and there he bewailed
his lot; but Gop heard the voice of his moaning, and visited him
through that Just One, the First-fruits of us, Who had created
him after His own image, lest that image should continue to be
despised. The Word of Gop descended from on high, came
down to us, took our body, and went forth against sin and de-
stroyed it, because it had been the cause of the destruction of
the life of Adam.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.

% Crrast did truly rise ugain from death, and took again His body, with flesh,
bones, and all things appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature ; wherewith
He ascended into heaven, and there sitteth, until He return to judge all men at
the last day.”’—Article IV,

§ 1. “Crarist, Who by the resurrection of His holy body,
gave us the promise of a general resurrection, that we should
arise after the renewal of His resurrection, —have mercy
upon us.

“Jesus, Who in His risen body appeared ofttimes to His
disciples, and breathed into them His Spirit, and they received
the HoLy Gmosr, and Who by His resurrection made all to
rejoice and exult,—have mercy upon us.” From a Litany ap-
pointed in the Khudhra for New Sunday, or the first Sunday
after Easter.

§ 2. “Curist Who is the first-fruits of the salvation of man-
kind, hes, by His rising again, certified the resurrection of our
corruptible bodies. After His resurrection from the dead He
appeared to the disciples, and Thomas saw and touched the
mark of the spear, and the wounds of the nails wherewith He
had been nailed by those wicked ones who pierced Him, and
who are destined once more to behold that same One, when He
shall come again in His great glory.” From the service ap-
pointed in the Khudhra for New Sunday, or the first Sunday after
Easter.

§ 8. “On the triumphant festival of the King Who ascended
in the clouds, and went to the holy of holies in heaven, as it had
been foretold, He was glorified by the spiritual ranks of the cheru-
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bim and seraphim who sing Holy, Holy, Holy, and was welcomed
with awe by the thrones, dominions, and powers above. The
evangelical apostles wondered when they beheld the clay of the
corporeal and the despised nature of the earthly ones thus
praised and extolled by the heavenly ones. Let us also who are
of the earth with our tongues laud and magnify Him for ever,
and let us ceaselessly celebrate the praises of Him from Whom
all help doth come.” From the service appointed in the Khudhra
Jor Ascension day.

§ 4. “On the day of the great ascension of the heavenly
King of kings to the height of the highest heavens, He lifted
up His holy hands and blessed the disciples, then separated
from them, and ascended up in glory into heaven. A cloud of
light received Him, and hid Him from the eyes of the disciples,
and so they saw Him no more. Then there appeared unto them
two angels in white apparel who said unto them: ¢Ye men,
why are ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus Who is
taken up, shall so come in like manner, in glory, in the day of
the great resurrection.” From the Khudhra, ut supra.

§ 6. “He who is by His Self-existence perfect Gop, the
Word, magnified His compassion towards our weakness, took
upon Him our likeness to be the abode of His Divinity, lifted it
up sud nailed it to the cross, and surrendered it up unto death
thereby to give us life, then raised it up, and seated it in the
heavens far above all principalities and powers.” From the ser-
vice appointed in the Khudhra for the day after the festival of the
Ascension.

See also chap. vi. § 6, par. v.

REMARKS.

The above extracts most fully declare the certainty of our
Blessed Lonp’s resurrection and ascension in the same body in
which He lived and suffered, and the assurance which this fact
affords of our own resurrection to eternal life in endless glory,
if we truly trust in Him who tasted death for every man, and
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.

Appendix B., Part V. c. vii., contains an excellent exposition
of the doctrine of the resurrection, and the nature of the re-
wards which shall be dispensed by the RepeemER in His glori-
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fied body on the day of final judgment. That day shall not
come “until the tenth circle shall be made up from among men,
then shall the end be, and the cutting-off of time shall come,
and shall not fail.”” This passage, which is of like import with
the prayer in our own Burial Service, “ We beseech Thee, that
it may please Thee, of Thy gracious goodness, shortly to accom-
plish the number of Thine elect, and to hasten Thy kingdom,”
suggests the beautiful ides, that the nine circles of the heavenly
hosts are imperfect, until another shall be fully formed from
among the redeemed of earth, who shall sing the song of Moses
and the Lamb for ever and ever.
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CHAPTER IX.

OF THE HOLY GHOST.

“ The HoLy Guosrt, proceeding from the FATaER and the Sow, is of one
substance, majesty, and glory, with the FATHER and the Son, very and eternal
Gop.''—Article V.

§ 1. “ Anp I believe in one HoLy Grosr, the Spirit of truth,
proceeding from the Faraer,—the life-giving Spirit.”” From
the Nicene Creed as used in the three Liturgies of the Nestorians.

§ 2. “ He went out with them unto Bethany, and lifted up
His hands and blessed them, and spake to them of the HorLy
Gaost the Paraclete, the Holy Person, and made known to them
that He is co-existent with the FarmEr from eternity, incom-
prehensible, and not to be contained by this limited world.
That it is He who dispenses gifts and discloses the mysteries to
come, and who interprets the hidden things of Gop. He also
made known unto them that the HoLy Gmost is not a mere
gift but a Person, co-equal with the FaATaER and the Son, and
that it is He who judges, teaches, communicates, and who speaks
in the place of the speakers.” [8. Luke xii. 11,12.] From the
service appointed in the Gezza for the festival of the holy Nativity.

REMARKS.

From the above it will be seen that the Nestorians believe the
Spirit to proceed from the Farnkr, as do all the Churches of
the East agreeably with the creed drawn up by the Council of
Constantinople, a.p. 381 ; but the doctrine of the Procession is
bardly ever adverted to in their rituals in a purely doctrinal
form. It is remarkable, however, that in the so-called Nicene
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Creed as in use among them they do not add the doxology,
which was subjoined by the Constantinopolitan Council, after
the declaration of the Sririr’s procesalon, though they are well
acquainted with it, as will appear in the sequel.

From these facts it would appear that the Nestorians were
never troubled with any of the controversies about this article
which took place, especially in the West, after the fifth century.
There can be no doubt, however, that, if dogmatically asserted,
the confession that the HoLy Spirrr proceeds from the Farner
and the Son would by them be considered heterodox, as it was
by their Patriarch when I translated to him the Creed as used
in our Communion office. But after quoting the scriptural 28
authorities on which this truth rests, and upon showing him how
positive the inference was that the Procession was also from the
Son,Zhis objection to it as a doctrine seemed to be removed,
though he did not appear to admit that the Western Church
possessed the right of adding the Filiogue to the creed of .an
cecumenical council.

There is strong reason, however, for believing that the Pro-
cession, as held by us, was virtually held by the compilers of the
Nestorian rituals, although it is not to be met with in the shape
of a dogma. Thus in a collect appointed in the Kiudhra to be
used on the fourth of the Sundays of Moses, and read after the
Gospel in the liturgy, we read as follows: “Gop the Self-
existent is one, Who is beyond all comprehension, in Three
Eternal Persons. The Faraer who from eternity had no
father. The Son of Him, without a son, and the HoLy Spimir
proceeding from them. He is the Almighty Essence, to Whom
be glory in the temple of our humanity.” There can be no
doubt of the antiquity and authenticity of this quotation, which
is still to be found in all the Nestorian Khudhras, and con-
stantly used by them. The literal translation of the original
is, “ Who proceeds from them ;” the plural pronoun here can
only refer to the antecedent “ Faruer and Son.”

The following extract from the Sinkadds ““ On the faith of the
818, with a short exposition by the Synod convened by Mar
Yeshua-yau,” is equally clear on this point. * When they had
finished their deliberations on the Divinity and Humanity of
CHgzist, they condemned the impiety of Macedonius, who blas-
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phemed the HoLy Seirit, and they declared thus: ‘and in one
HoLry GHosr, the life-giving Lorb, proceeding from tbe FATHER,
who with the Son is worshipped, who spake by the prophets.’
Hereby the fathers, by their heavenly doctrine, magnified the
Person of the HoLy Sprmit, and confessed that He is the Off-
spring of the Self-existent, the Offspring of the essence of the
Faraer and the Son.”

The following, from the service in the Gezza appointed to be
read on the festival of the “ Greek Doctors,” clearly proves that
the Nestorians have no sympathy with the heresiarchs whose
teaching tended in any way to impugn the orthodox doctrine of
the Holy Trinity.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all the conclave of heretics.

 Woe, and woe again, to all who say that Gop died.26

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who do not say that Gop is im-
mortal.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who say that Mary is the Mother
of Gop.%7

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who do not say that Mary is the
Mother of Carist.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who do not confess the FATHER,
Son, and Hovry Grosr.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who do not confess Three Per-
sons in one Essence.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who do not confess in CHRIsT
two Natures, two Persons, and one Parsopa of Filiation.

“Woe, and woe again, to Simon, Arius, and Eunomius.

“ Woe, and woe again, to Macedonius and Sabellius.

“ Woe, and woe again, to Bar BaryAné and Mahedréyé.

““ Woe, and woe again, to Dumaritus and Pontinus.

“ Woe, and woe again, to the wicked Eutyches and Dalmatis.

““ Woe, and woe again, to Lotinus and Magnetis.

4 Woe, and woe again, to Apollinaris and Origen.

“ Woe, and woe again, to the wicked Cyril 28 and Severus.

“ Woe, and woe again, to the cursed Jacob [Baraddeseus] and
Bardassenes.

“ Woe, and woe again, to all who deny the only true Gop.

“Woe, and woe again, to all who have been expelled the
Church for their impiety.
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CHAPTER X.
OF THE SUFFICIENCY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES FOR SALVATION.

Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that whatso-
ever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any
man, that it should be believed as an article of the Faith, or be thought requisite
or necessary to salvation. In the name of the holy Scripture we do understand
those canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose authority was
never any doubt in the Church. .

Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books.

Genesis, The First Book of Chronicles,
Exodus, The Second Book of Chronicles,
Leviticus, The First Book of Esdras,
Numbers, The Second Book of Esdras,
Deuteronomy, The Book of Esther.

Joshua, The Book of Job,

Judges, The Psalms,

Ruth, The Proverbs,

The First Book of Samuel, Ecclesiastes or Preacher,

The Second Book of Samuel, Cantica, or Songs of Solomon,
The First Book of Kings, Four Prophets the greater,
The Second Book of Kings, Twelve Prophets the less.

And the other Books (as Hierome saith) the Church doth read for example of
life and instruction of manners ; but yet doth it not apply them to establish any
doctrine ; such are these following :

The Third Book of Esdras, Baruch the Prophet,

The Fourth Book of Esdras, The Song of the Three Children,
The Book of Tobias, The Story of Susanna,

The Book of Judith, Of Bell and the Dragon,

The rest of the Book of Esther, The Prayer of Manasses,

The Book of Wisdom, The First Book of Maccabees,
Jesus the Son of Sirach, The Second Book of Maccabees,

All the Books of the New Testament, as they are commonly received, we do
receive, and account them Canonical.”’—Article V1,

§ 1. “MeprTaTION on the things written in the Holy Serip-
tures is good and profitable to such as rightly study them. Ye
schoolmen (literally, scholastics from the Greek,] suffer not

VOL. II. G
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your minds to wander after vanity by giving up the reading of the
Sacred Scriptures ; but write upon your hearts the true doctrine
contained in them, not on wooden or dumb tables which cannot
speak. Meditate in the hidden mystery of the Bible, and do
not regard only the visible blackness of the ink ; but seek from
CHrist, the Wise Physician, that He may shed abroad His
mercy and compassion in the souls of those who worship and
serve Him.” From the service appointed in the Gezza for the
commemoration of the Syrian Doctors.

§ 2. “My brethren, the Holy Scriptures are a well-spring of
life ; every soul that drinks of them with discernment shall
never die.” From the Warda, on the Advantages of Learning ;
adapted to the Lenten season, and to the Baootha d’Ninwdiyé.

§ 8. “Letall the clergy and laymen possess the adorable and
Sacred Scriptures, viz. the Old Testament containing the fol-

lowing : of

Moses, five Books. Maceabees, three books.
Joshua, the son of Nun, one Job, one book.

book. Psalms, one book.
Ruth, one book. Solomon, five books.
Kings, four books. Twelve Prophets, one book.
Chronicles, two books. Isaiah, one book.
Ezra, two books. Jeremiah, one book.
Esther, one book. Ezekiel, one book.
Judith, one book. Daniel, one book.

“ And besides the above let your children be instructed in
the Wisdom of the very wise Sirach, called in Syriac Bar Sira ;
but particularly in the New Testament which is ours also, and
which contains .

The four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

Fourteen Epistles of Paul.

One Epistle of James.

Three Epistles of John.

One Epistle of Jude.

Two Epistles of Peter.

“And the Tafus which were written to you, O Bishops, by
me Clemens, containing eight epistles, and which are not to be
laid open to all on account of the mysteries which are contained
in them. And the Acts of the Apostles which we also possess.”
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From the Sinhados, and given as Can. lrzaiii. of the Canons
ascribed to Clemens the disciple of the Apostles.

§4 “....Not only have I heard of these things by the
hearing of the ear, but I myself have also read of these things
and despised them. I have read the books of the Two Covenants
of Almighty Gob, and have not ordered my goings according to
what is contained therein. I have read the Law comprised in

the Five books of Moses; and have not

Pentateuch. cleansed my five inward and outward senses.
Job. I have read the book of the righteous Job,
that man of suffering; and have not been

willing to endure the pain of the soul for my

Judges. sins. I have read the book of the Judges, who
judged Israel for a short space; but I have not

considered that endless judgment which shall

be passed upon my folly. I have read of

:'::h n::- Samue  David and Jonathan the true; but I have not
) resembled them in their pure attachment, and

sincere friendship. I have read of the foolish

Saul who hated David, but I have not cast

away from me the hatred wherewith I wrongly

hate my neighbour. I have read of Amnon,

the incestuous, who ravished his sister ; but I

have not restrained myself from adroitly steal-

ing the bread which did not belong to me.

Pralms. I have read the one hundred and fifty Psalms
sung by David ; but I have been unwilling to

sing the praises of the Lorp, who formed me

Ecclesiastes. and created me out of the dust. I have read
Wiadom, in the books of Wisdom,* the Proverbs, and
Jesus the son of e . .

Strach, Leviticus ;+ but I would not receive correction

from their godly words. I have read of Elijah
and Elisha, prophets of the Spirit ; but I have
not wondered at my actions towards the living

® Literally ‘‘the Wisdoms,” comprising most probably the following:
The Wisdom of Solomon, a Collection, i.e. Ecclesiastes.
The Great Wisdom of Solomon, i.e. the book of Wisdom.
The Wisdom of Jesus the son of Sirach.
+ Mentioned separate from the Pentateuch for the sake of the rhyme in which
the poem is written,
62
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and the dead. I have read in the Twelve
Prophets of the Lorp, Who uttered mysterious
things ; but my_ twelve inward and outward
motions have not been joined in concord. I
Jeremiah. have read in Jeremiah, who was sanctified from
the womb; but I have not become a whit holy
either in body or in soul. I have read the
Ezeklel, mysteries and visions of Ezekiel ; but I have
not humbled my soul under the chariot of the
law of the Lorp Gop of Sabaoth. I have read
the account of Daniel, and his interpretation
of dreams; but I have not ceased from my
brutishness, and have hated confidence and
CoaportheThree  peace. I have read of Ananias, Azarias, and
Misael ; but the vile and hidden fire of lust in
my members has not been cooled. I have

Twelve Prophets the
less.

Daniel.

Judith,

Ay read in Judith and Ezra the scribe, in Mor-
Esther. decai and Esther; but I have not received the

least reproof from their excellent narratives. I
Chronicles. have read in the Chronicles, and in the Build-
Maccabees.

ing of the House, and in the Maccabees ; but
I have not turned back from those evils into
which the Wicked one has cast me.” From a hymn in the
Warda adapted to the season of Lent.

See also Appendix A. Part I. and II.

REMARKS.

I have not been able to find a passage of similar import with
the opening clause of our sixth Article; nevertheless, theoreti-
cally at least, the doctrine is maintained by the Nestorians, that
“ whatsoever is not read in holy Scripture, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be be-
lieved in as an article of faith, or be thought requisite or neces-
sary to salvation.” Moreover, their reverence for the supreme
authority of the Bible is not confined to the support which the
ancient writers among them adduce from its declarations in their
expositions of Christian truth ; but by a Canon quoted under
Article XXIV. it is made incumbent upon all pastors, and
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fathers of families, to instruct those under their care in the fear
of the Lorp as contained in the Word of Gob, and the ordi-
nance ends with this strong sentence: “ We must revere the
teaching of our Logp above our life, and whosoever is neglectful
of these things is the enemy of CHR1sT, and is under the inter-
diction of our Lorp’s word, and let such an one be held in no
esteem in the Church.”

The Nestorian clergy of the present day make no objection
whatever to the reading of the Scriptures by their people; on
the contrary, the more intelligent evince a laudable anxiety that
the word of Gop may have free course among them, and be
glorified. It is much to be regretted, however, that so few
among them can read, and that fewer still are able to understand
what they read. Manuscript copies of the Bible are very rare,
but the stock of Syro-Chaldaic (so-called) Gospels from the press
of the British and Foreign Bible Society which I brought out
with me into Mesopotamia and Coordistan was soon distributed
among importunate applicants. The American Independent
missionaries at Ooroomiah have lately published the New Tes-
tament entire, but the Old Testament in Syro-Chaldaic has
never yet been printed, and the few Nestorians who are able to
do so peruse the Law and the Prophets in the Syriac version
used by the Jacobites, which is printed in a character differing
considerably from their own. It would be an undertaking
worthy of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge if
they were to supply this desideratum, and further aid this in-
teresting community in their inquiries after the truth, by pub-
lishing for them a concordance of the sacred® Scriptures, on
the plan of Cruden, a work much needed, and which many
Chaldeans as well as Nestorians have expressed a great desire
to possess.

It is to be hoped, however, that if this venerable Society enter
upon so charitable a work, they will avoid the error and incon-
sistency into which the London Bible Society have fallen in their
edition of the Syriac Bible. The New Testament of this version
was originally printed after the order of the Jacobite Lection-
aries, in which each lesson is headed with the title of the com-
memoration on which it is appointed to be read in the churches.
Finding, as it appears, that some of these headings had reference
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to prayers for the dead, and other doctrines deemed erroneous,
slips of paper bearing different readings were pasted over the
original titles, and thus the edition became neither the plain
letter of Scripture nor the scriptural lectionary of the Jacobites.
This fact was brought to my notice by many of the Jacobites at
Mosul, who were very indignant at the liberty taken with their
Church books, and a deacon in my presence tore off several of
the slips from one of these patched bibles. To give an instance
of the object aimed at by this singular proceeding on the part of
the Bible Society, I refer to page 34, where the slip bore the
following : “ For the second service of the Nocturn of Passion
Tuesday, and for [the festival of ] Stephen.” Underneath this
the original print ran thus: “For the second service of the
Nocturn of Passion Tuesday, and for [the festival of ] Mar
[i.e., Saint] Stephen.” 8o that all this trouble, in this instance
at least, was taken to deny to the disciple Stephen the title of
“ Saint |”

It is further to be hoped, that should the Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge determine to confer so great a
benefit upon the Nestorians as to print an entire edition of the
sacred Scriptures for their use, they will also include the Apo-
crypha, or publish the latter in a separate volume. The doc-
trine of the Church of England regarding the uncanonical books
therein contained may easily be made known by the publication
of the sixth Article in the opening of the volume, or on the
cover. It is a matter of surprise, and in many instances a
stumbling-block to the Christians of the East, that whereas in
the Book of Common Prayer many lessons from the Apocrypha
are appointed to be read, in those copies of the Bible which
reach them from England none of the Apocryphal books are to
be found.

With respect to the Canon of holy Scripture, it will be seen
from the extracts above adduced that although neither of the
three lists therein contained comprises all the canonical books,
when taken together none is found wanting but the Revelation
of 8. John. It is a matter of doubt whether any ancient manu-
scripts of this book in Syro-Chaldaic exist among the Nestorians,
though the Chaldeans are said to have obtained possession of a
few since their submission to Rome. Nevertheless it is held to
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be canonical by the Nestorians, who now read it in the edition
of the New Testament printed at Ooroomiah by the American
missionaries.

I have not been able to find a Church canon, or any other
authoritative decree, determining what books are canonical and
which are not. Mar Abd Yeshua speaks of all as having been
written under the direction of the HoLy Srrmit,* but by this
he evidently does not mean inspiration in its more restricted
sense, since he uses the same expression when speaking of the
writings of the primitive Fathers; and the 85th of the Apostol-
ical Canons, given under § 3, (a later addition to the original
which consisted of 83 only,) draws no distinction whatever be-
tween the AP_:ocryphal and the Insplred books. Such a dis-

tinction may have been known to the jearned Nestorians of
former ages; but their descendants of the present day know
nothing of such matters, and will doubtless continue to revere
the one as they revere the other, until they are taught to know
the truth more fully. Thus much, however, is certain, that the
lessons in the Karydna are nearly all selected from the canonical
Scriptures.

It has already been observed that very few copies of the Bible,
in manuscript, are to be found either among the Nestorians or
Chaldeans, and in no instance is the Bible to be met with entire,
but divided into separate portions forming several volumes.
Thus the Oreita, containing the Pentateuch, forms one volume.
The Beith Moutive, containing Judges, the two books of Kings,
two of Chronicles, two of Samuel, Ruth, Ezra, Nehemiah, and
Job, besides Judith and other apocryphal scriptures, forms
another volame. The Newiyyé, containing the four greater and
the twelve lesser Prophets, forms a third. The Mazmoré
@ Daweedk, or Psalms, a fourth. And the Makwai, comprising
the three books of Maccabeest and the Epistle of Baruch, a
fifth volume. The New Testament is generally met with in one

* In the Homilies of our Church extracts from the Apocryphal books are
quoted as inspired by the HoLy GrosT.

+ The third book of the Maccabees, which was never inserted into the vulgar
Latin version of the Bible, nor, consequently, into any of our English copies,
contains the history of the persecution of Ptolemy Philopater against the Jews
in Egypt, and their sufferings under it.
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book, with the exception of the second Epistle of S. Peter, the
second and third of S. John, and the Revelation, copies of which
are very rare.

It is my firm opinion that in matters connected with the
Canon of holy Scripture the Nestorians are convinced of their
own ignorance, and are ready and willing to receive information
and instruction.
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CHAPTER XI
OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

¢ The Old Testament is not contrary to the New; for both in the Ol and
New Testament everlasting life is offered to mankind by CuRrisT, Who is the
only Mediator between Gop and Man, being both Gop and Man. Wherefore
they are not to be heard, which feign that the old Fathers did look only for tran-
sitory promises. Although the Law given from Gop by Moses, as touching
Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the civil precepts thereof
ought of necessity to be received in any commonwealth ; yet notwithstanding,
no Christian man whatsoever is free from the obedience of the commandments
which are called Moral.””—Article VII.

§ 1. On the two pieces of silver given by the Samaritan in be-
half of the man who was plundered between Jerusalem and
Jericho, the author of the Warda writes : “ One denarius is the
Old Testament, and the other the New Testament, and when He
cometh in His glory, He will reward all those who have profited
thereby.” From the Warda, on “ the man who went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho.”

§ 2. “....In order that it might be known, that Prophets
and Apostles,—the two Testaments, New and Old,—all teach
one truth, and that one Spirit from the one Gop whom they
worshipped, and whom they preached, spake in and through
them all.” From the twenty-seventh of the Apostolical Canons
contained in the Sinhadds. For the connection in which this
extract 18 found see under Article XXXIV.

§ 8. “Thou didst receive the inhabitants of Nineveh when
they knocked at Thy door with fasting and prayer, with contri-
tion and true penitence, and Thou didst turn away Thine anger
from them, and didst not destroy them. Thou didst rescue
their life from the jaws of death, and in pity and in mercy didst
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heal their rebellion ; and hereby Thou didst prefigure to coming
generations the restoration of the Gentiles, and their salvation
through faith in Jesus CuRrist.” Collect for the fifth Sunday
in Lent, from the Aboo Haleem.

See also Appendix B., Part II. chap. 3 and 4.

REMARKS.

The above declarations clearly prove that the Nestorians be-
lieve the ““old Fathers” to have looked for other than mere
“ transitory promises,” and to have been saved through faith in
Jesus CHrist; and the extracts adduced under Article III. are
corroborative on this point. These, as we have already seen, re-
present the righteous departed before the advent of the Saviour
as abiding under the dominion of the grave until, after His
death, He descended into Aades, and gave liberty to the captives.
Moreover it is clear that they hold the ceremonies and rites of
the Mosaical dispeusation, to have been but figures of that great
salvation which was promised through Him, who was to be a
Light unto the Gentiles, and the Glory of His people Israel. Thus
in § 6, par. r, ¢, quoted under Art. II., Abraham, Moses, and
David, in their wonderful actions and lives, are said to be types of
the Great Antitype, the Sown of Gop. “ Abraham through the
lamb, Moses through the fire, and the illustrious David in all
his actions, ministered to the mystery of Him.” And, again:
““The legal shadow has now passed away, and the light has
broken forth in the renewing of the Spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter. The grace of the FATHER has appeared in the
Wonderful Begotten One, teaching us, as it is written, to deny
ungodliness and worldly lusts. On this day the bark of pro-
phecy has reached the shore; in this Begotten One all the
types are fulfilled ™~ 7

“The disannulling of the commandment going before for the
weakness and unprofitableness thereof ” is clearly declared by
Mar Abd Yeshua in Appendix B., referred to in the quotations :
“And in Moses began the Jewish dispensation, which like a
child who has not yet attained to perfect knowledge, was taught
to read in the Old Law, which enjoined that good should be
done towards relations, and towards the good, and evil to evil
doers and enemies. It moreover represented Gop after the
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similitude of man, with bodily members, as dwelling at Jerusa-
lem, as abiding on Mount Sion, and among the congregation of
the faithful. It makes no mention of hell, or of the kingdom of
heaven ; but it threatens the transgressors of its laws with cor-
poral punishments, such as submission to enemies, the being
scattered among the heathen, with drought, famine, poverty,
and barrenness ; whilst, on the other hand, the good are re-
warded with earthly and temporal rewards. All the prophets
who succeeded Moses followed and confirmed this way, and for
it they submitted to every species of trial and persecution.”

The same writer in his chapter on the Priesthood declares
the imperfection of the Old Testament in this respect also. His
words are as follows: “ The priesthood is divided into émper-
fect, as was that of the Law; and perfect as is that of the
Church. . . .. The old Priesthood was one of generation, was
not irrespective of family, and did not depend upon the will of
those who succeeded to it. But the new Priesthood, handed
down from the Apostles, and imparted in the Church through
the laying on of hands, is committed to those who are deemed
worthy of it. . . . . Therefore the perfection of this and the im-
perfection of that Priesthood is evident. .. .. Moreover the
former Priesthood was conferred by material oil ; but this latter
by the immaterial unction of the Spirit, through the laying on
of hands.”

See Appendix B. Part IV. chap. ii.

The ten commandments of the Moral Law are judged to be
binding upon all Christians by the Nestorians, and their strict
observance of the fourth is remarkable.*

® On the observance of the Lorp’s Day, see some excellent remarks in Ap-
pendix B. Part V. chap. 3.
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CHAPTER XIIL

OF THE THREE CREEDS.

‘“The Three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius’s Creed, and that which is

ly called the Apostles’ Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and be-

lieved : for they may be proved by most certain warrants of holy Scripture.'’—
Article VIII.

THE only one of these three Creeds in use among the Nes-
toriaus is the Nicene. This differs from that of the Western
Church in its omission of the Filiogue, and the part added by
the council of Constantinople, as has already been observed
under Art. V.

The Creed known as the Athanasian, is found in none of
the Nestorian rituals, nor have I heard of its existence in
any of their theological writings. The Patriarch Mar Shi-
moon on reading it said that the only objection against it
was the declaration of the Spirit’s procession from the FaTHER
and the Sown, and the sentence “one altogether; not by
confusion of substance, but by unity of Person;” and believ-
ing it to be the work of Athanasius he pointed out to me
the following extract from the Gezza, appointed for the com-
memoration of the Greek Doctors, in which that saint is
recorded :—“ With the silver of the Spirit the zealous Fa-
thers became teachers in the ocean of the world, being directed
in the right way, the way of the Star, which is CHrisr,
and attained at last unto that blessedness which fadeth not
away.—They are Saint Ignatius, Polycarp, Athanasius, Eusta-
thius, Miletus, Flavian, Gregory, Basil, John [Chrysostom,]
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Diodorus, Theodorus, and Mar Nestorius, who endured suffer-
ing in behalf of the truth »

The Apostles’ Creed is equally unknown to the Nestorians.
It is occasionally to be met with in the books printed at

Rome for the Chaldeans, but even these scarcely ever made
use of it.
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CHAPTER XIIL

OF ORIGINAL OR BIRTH SBIN.

¢¢ Original &in standeth not in the following of .Adam, (as the Pelagians do
vainly talk :) but it is the fault and corruption of the nature of every man, that
naturally is ingendered of the offspring of Adam ; whereby man is very far gone
from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so that
the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit; and therefore in every person
born into this world it deserveth Gop’s wrath and damnation. And this in-
flection of nature doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated ; whereby the
lust of the flesh, called in the Greek, pAronema sarkos, which some do expqund

the wisdom, some sensuality, some the affection, some, the desu'e of the e flegh, is
not Fubfect to the Law of Gob. And although there is no oondemnauon.for
them that believe and are baptized, yet the Apostle doth confess, that concu-
piscence and lust hath of itself the nature of sin.”’—Article IX.

§ 1. “TuE poison of the myrrh of death which Adam ate brought
death to all his descendants to all generations.” From the ser-
vice in the Gezza appointed for the holy Nativity.

§ 2. “ My enemy daily casts me into unprofitable lusts be-
cause he perceives that my mind is inclined to evil, and daily
he wars against me by exciting my spirit within me, and by
causing my eyes to look upon iniquity. Look Thou, therefore,
upon me, O Lorbp, tainted as I am with every kind of wicked-
ness through the instigation of the Wicked one, who in his
malice has made me a derision. O eternal Lorp, exert that
power which formed me from the dust to repel the Rebel who
has taken me captive, and have mercy upon me.” Prayer ap-
pointed in the Khudhra for the third Sunday of the summer
season.

§ 8. “In mercy, O Lorp, set up Thy peace within my soul,
that it may quench the fiery arrows of lust within me, where-
with mine, enemy assaults me continually. . . . Set it up in my
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soul, and have mercy upon me.” Prayer appointed in the
Khudhra for the fourth Friday of the summer season.

§ 4. ““ All the works of sin which are begotten within us we
are bound to avoid, and above all we must watch against the
words of the tongue, for life and death are in its power, and
therewith every one of us must give account unto Goo the
righteous Judge for all that we do in this abode of our pil-
grimage. . . . When I would open my lips to sing praises
unto Thee, I find my mind accusing me and opposing to me
day by day that my inward actions do not correspond to the
words of my lips. I beseech Thee, therefore, to enlighten my
mind through my tongue that I may sing Halleluia unto Thee.”
Prayer appointed in the Khudhra for the fourth Sunday of the
summer season.

§ 5. “I am drawn by two thoughts, one of which calls me to
repentance, and the other drives me to works of vanity. I do
indeed desire to be worthy of forgiveness ; but I am not wnllmg
to give up the works of iniquity. I would be set up in the
eternal kingdom ; but the fruits of the love of Gop are wanting
in me. I wish to possess the perfect reward ; but I am un-
willing to plough and to work in Thy vineyard even at the
eleventh hour. Therefore, O most merciful Lorp, and Lover
of mankind, do Thou have mercy upon me.” From the Mon-
day service for the Baootha d’Ninwayé, in the Khudhra.

§ 6. “I know that I am a sinner, and that_gfmynlf..l.mn—
not repent, because I was s born in iniquity, and in_sin.waa I
conceived . . . . I am clothed with a frail nature, and endowed
with an ev11 inclination. How can I be made clean who
sin every hour? How can I free myself from the yoke of
those passions whereto I am bound? These passions are
woven in my veins, and these lusts abide in my members. If
Thou dost not come near unto me, how can my actions be
acceptable, for I am full of uncleanness? When I look upon
a thing T lust after it, and when I hear I am captivated, and I
become a sinner through the words of my mouth. I know how
to do good, nevertheless I cannot do it. I moreover understand
that sin is vile, yet I cannot escape from it. I know and am
persuaded that I am far removed from goodness, and that sin is
ever present with me, how then can I be justified ? I love
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goodness and abhor sin, yet I let go that which I love, and do
that which I hate. I do not accuse Thee, O Lorp, for having
created me with this inclination ; but I confess before Thee my
frailty, and open unto Thee my passions. I confess, and say,
and cry out, and declare, that the man of dust cannot be justi-
fied but by Thy mercy, and through Thy compassion.” From
the Warda “ on Repentance.”

§ 7. “Thou knowest that in me there is no good thing, and
that I do not merit grace. O Thou Righteous one, in whom
there is no sin, bestow upon me Thy grace.” From the Warda,
as above.

See also Appendix B. Part IL. c. 2.

REMARKS.

There is one passage in the Appendix referred to which taken
alone seems to militate against the doctrine contained in this
Article. It runs as follows: “ And their [Adam and Eve’s]
children, also, because they walked in the self-same way of
transgression, bound more tightly the yoke of the devil, and of
death, on their necks; and these forgat their Creator, and
walked after their own heart’s lusts, and the desires of their own
minds, and nourished iniquity, and strengthened rebellion,—
‘who, being past feeling, gave themselves over unto lascivious-
ness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.’”” The phrase
“their children, also, because they walked,” &c. savours at first
sight of Pelagianism, inasmuch as it represents the sin of the
offspring of Adam to have consisted in following the disobedi-
ence of their father, not that they were born with a vicious in-
clination. But the whole tenour of the other extracts, (and
many more such-like might be adduced,) enables us to put a
very different construction upon the passage, and to understand
it as conveying the idea, that by their own wilful transgression
of the law of Gop the offspring of Adam “bound the yoke of the
devil, and of death, more tightly on their necks.” 29

No language can more forcibly declare the utter corrup-
tion of human nature than the following, quoted under Article
IL § 6, par. b. and p. “ After the similitude of His hidden
likeness had become corrupt, and the image of His mysterious
Self had been utterly ruined, and after the model of His own
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Creation had been swallowed up in the gaping bowels of the in-
satiable sheol, the Good Gobp deigned to renew and to restore
it.” And again: “The form which had been marred was again
glorified ; the piece of silver which had been lost was found;
the sheep that had wandered was brought home safe; the
hungry prodigal ate, and left of that which was placed before
him; the leaven leavened the three measures of meal; the
stranger in Jerusalem, who had fallen among thieves that
robbed him in the descent to Jericho, and who was found
plundered, wounded, and stricken, despised, and cast out, has
been healed.”

VOL. II. 8
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CHAPTER XI1V.

OF FREE-WILL.

¢ The condition of Man after the fall of 4dam is such that he cannot turn and
prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling
upon Gobp : wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and accept-
able to Gob, without the grace of Gop by CuRIsT preventing us, that we may
have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will.""—Adrticle X.

§ 1. “Ir our creation is hateful, the fault is the Creator’s; but
if our free-will is evil, we alone are reprovable. If we have no
freedom, why is our will accountable? If we have no freedom,
the will is unjustly condemned ; but if there be freedom, the will
is justly made accountable. Accountability is the inseparable
companion of freedom, and the law is bound up with the two.
Freedom is accountable for this reason, because it has trans-
gressed the limits fixed by the Lawgiver. What profit is it to
the Creator, who is the Truth, to lie unto us by giving us the
law without giving us freedom ? [or free-will.] Let truth be
set up, let it question and be questioned, whether our Creator
gave us freedom or not. Accountability and responsibility are
the offsprings of freedom, and searching out and inquiry, which
is its sister, are the daughters of freedom.” From the service
appointed in the Khudhra for the sizth Sunday in Lent.

$ 2. “ After Gop had created man a reasonable image, a won-
derful temple, and a bond of the universe, in short, a_small
world existing in_the great world, He took from him a rib and
made therewith woman, and placed them in the delectable para-
dise of Eden which He had prepared for them, and commanded
them that they might eat of all the trees in paradise, but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil they were not to eat.
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And He further decreed, that in the day they should eat thereof
they should die the death. Now, hereby Gop declared the
freedom of man’s will ; for, had they not been free to act, He
would have wronged them in punishing their transgression of the
command ; whereas, if they were really free agents, He justly
condemned them, inasmuch as with wicked intent, and in their
own self-sufficiency, they trampled upon and despised the divine
command, in order that they might become gods, and be re-
leased from obedience to their Creator.” See Appendix B.
Part I, c. 2.

§ 8. “ Man was called an image of Gob. ..... Secondly on
account of his free-will.” Appendix B, Part II., c. 1.

REMARKS.

The above quotations clearly teach the free agency of man,
i.e., that he is capable of considering and reflecting upon the
objects which are presented to his mind, and of acting, in such
cases as are possible, according to the determination of his will.
The free agency here taught is evidently that without which
actions cannot be morally good or bad, and without which agents
cannot be responsible for their conduct. But that the corrup-
tion introduced into our nature by the fall of Adam has so
weakened our mental powers, and has given such force to our
passions, and such perverseness to our wills, that a man “ cannot
turn and prepare himself, by his own nature and good works, to
faith and calling upon Gobp,” that this doctrine of our Article is
held by the Nestorians the following extracts amply testify.

I would repent of my sins, but I am restrained by the very
burden of my sins ; for every day there arises a fierce conflict of
lusts against me, and if to-day I am overcome by one sin, the
day after I am overcome by another, and this conflict is unceas-
ing. From this condition none can save me but Thou, O JEsus,
who aboundest in Thy compassion towards sinners. Therefore,
in Thy mercy forgive me my transgressions, and save me as
Thou art wont. O merciful Lorp, turn me and have mercy
upon me.” From the service appointed in the Khudhra for the
third Sunday of the Summer season.

“ Without Thy help we are very weak indeed to keep Thy
commandments, O Lorp JEsus, who aidest those who perfect

H2
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His will, keep those who worship Thee. From a collect in the
Kdham oo d’Wathér appointed to be read every week-day
morning.

“ 0O Lorp, according to Thy mercy, pity the frailty of our
dead species, destroyed and ruined through the malice of the
Tempter, and having no strength left. If Thy word doth not
loosen its power, the will of Thy people to love Thee will be lost
altogether. With strong crying and tears we beseech Thee to
save us from the hand of the Evil one, for our nature cannot
overcome his wickedness, even as Thou Thyself hast taught us in
Thy Gospel saying : ¢ Without Me ye can do no good thing.’
Save us, therefore, from the Evil one, and destroy his dominion.”
From the service appointed in the Khudhra for the Wednesday of
the Baootha d’Ninwayé.

“Thou knowest perfectly the weakness of our frail nature
which is inclined to evil, and doeth iniquity, and serveth sin,
and unless Thy grace doth assist us to perfect Thy will we shall
be unable throughout our life-time to accomplish it.”” From a
collection of collects at the en